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of Spain? in : general; with the Climate and Pros 
duce ofthe Country. A Defcription of Madrid; 
and of the sient, 


ete F all the countries in Europé, noné 
are lefs vifited by ftrangers, ex. 

O » cept the maritime towns, than 
eee. Spain and Portugal, which is part- 
ly owing to their fituation, in 

a kind of peninfula in the moft weftern part 
of the continent of Europe, « out of the road 
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to other countries; and partly to the pride and) 
bigotry of the inhabitants, their ignorance of 


the arts and manufactures, and thefz countries; 


containing few monuments of antiquity. 


Spain is encompaffed on every fide by the| 
fea, except on that of France, from which it! 
is feparated by a continued range of moun-| 


tains called the Pyrences, which are almoft eigh-' 


ty leagues in length, and extend from Cape@ 
Olarzo, in the bay of Bifcay, to Cape Creuz’ 
in the Mediterranean fea, As it has many ranges! 
of high and pleafant hills, beautiful plains, and) 
a variety of rivers, it is both a delightful and) 
a healthy country; free from the fcorching’ 


heats to which Africa is expofed, and from the 


fevere frofts that are felt in more northern cli-’ 
mates. The fummers are indeed exceflive hot ;/ 
but this fulery weather lafts but about two or! 
three months, while the remainder of the year) 
is temperate. ‘The air is generally ferene and) 
clear; the great rains fall regularly in {pring @ 
and autumn, and it is obfervable, that as with @ 
us moft difeafes proceed fram.cald, fo in Spaial 


they. are generally: the effects of heat. 


The moft northern parts of Spain are the 
moft mountainous and barren: but fome of @, 


thefe mountains are covered, wath trees,. and:the 


rocky parts with thyme, marjoram, and other} 
aromatic, herbs, which ferve for food to fheep | 


and goats, and give their milk and flefh a. fiver 
relifh, than.any have that are fed on: the richeft 
paftures. If thefe herbs happen to be fcorched 


up with the violent heat of fummer, the cattle | 
are driven down to the fides of the mountains, | 
where | 
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Where they find a greater plenty of thefe herbs, 

Bnd in many of them a great deal of grafs; but 

andigf thefe alfo fail, as they fometimes do, thro’ 

—ONRhe exceffive drought, the inhabitants are ob- 
ged to remove their flocks to the meadows, 


% The Spanifh wheat is inferiour to none in Ex- 
©@ope, and the inhabitants produce more than they 
@anconfume. Their barley is very good, and 
@n fuch plenty, that it is the common grain for 
s-Bhe horfes and mules, inftead of oats, which 
@pre here very fcarce; the barley ftraw ferves 
Whem inftead of hay, of which they make hard- 
By: any through the kingdom. They have 
vine ia fuch abundance, that it is drank by 
Mhe poor: but the Spaniards being naturally 
ober, feldam drink it without a great mixture of 
@avater, and their women rarely tafte it, except 
“IeGpn their lyings-in, or on fome fuch extraordi- 
sary occafions. Befides the fruit commonly 
@rultivated in Baglazd, they have excellent ci- 
Mrrons, lemons, oranges, almonds, prunes, olives, 
Wdates, figs, chefnuts, penpegnannies, taperh and 
M@erapes, of which laft they not only make wine, 
‘but dry great quantities for raifins; and their 
™oil, wax, and honey are as good as any in the 
Bworld, 
% Few countries exceed this in the plenty, 
Bgoodnefs, and variety of fowl both wild and 
Mtame; or of four footed game, as deer, both 
@red and fallow, hares, rabbits, and particularly 
P wild boars; and with refpect to their tame 
{wine, the Spani/h bacon is faid to exceed that 


Gof Wefphalia. 
Gj ides B 2 . The 
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The Spanifh horfes are famed for-their fwift-(man 
nefs, sad therefore great numbers are ex ported mf tl 
at a great price to other nations: thofe bred in leg 
the province of Eframadura, and the adjacent {imate 
parts, are reckoned the fineftand fwifteft. Their pla! 
mules are even larger, ftronger, and more fure-jpth 
footed than their horfes. Some of thefe aremtuf 
fine beafls, and ufed for drawing the coaches#mas 
of the greateft nobility, and for travelling overgne 
the molt craggy and mountainous parts of thej#n | 
country; but they are nothing near fo twift re 
as the horfes. ac 

Spain has likewife rich mines of Guickiitved! enc 
copper, lead, allum, fulphur, and the iron and/# 
ficel of Bi/cay is efteemed the beft in Earope.| 
Formerly the Sani/h mines yielded the Romans 
more gold and filver, than any country under 
their dominicn, though now thefe mines are 
either loft, exhaufted, or not worth working. | 

We fhall now take a view of the principal ® 
places in Spain. 

Madrid, the idee of the Spanifo Mo-@ 
narchs, is the capital of New Ca/tile, and of the 
whole kingdom. It is fituated in the midit of 
a large fandy plain furrounded with hills ; but} 
has neither wall nor ditch. On its weft fide 
runs the river Mauzanares, over which is a 
ftately ftone bridge, The city is faid to con- 
tain 400 ftreets, moft of which are wide and 
ftraight, but fo exceflively dirty, that the ftench 
may "be {melt at the diftance of above a mile. 
Moft of the-houfes are handfome and lofty . 
they are generally built with brick ; and the 


moit of them with lattice windows, chiefly of 
canvas } 
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Manvas or fome flight oiled cloth, ‘The houfes 
f the nobility are generally built of ftone in an 
legant tafte, fome with fafhes, and others with 


in| 

ntiiafements ; but during the heat of fummer, the 
sip plafs frames are taken down, and in their ead 
e-fmpthers covered with gauze, or the like thin 


tuff are put up, to let in the air. The city 
as fourteen fquares, moft of which are very 
ne ones, ef{pecially that called the Place Mayor. 
jn this fquare is a large market, and here a'fo 
re exhibited the bull-baitings, and other pub- 
Mic fhews. Itis 436 feet long, and 334 broad, 
Mend the houfes are on each fide fupported by 
Mn arcade, like that of Cowent Garden, to fhel- 
Mer the people from the rain. They are all five 
ories high, and exactly uniform, with balco- 
ies to each ftory. Whenever the ladies ftand 
n their balconies to fee an extraordinary fhow, 
@they are not only richly dreffed, but both the 
balconies and the fronts of their houfes are 
@adorned with the richeft tapeitry and pictures, 
Mand if it be in the night, with a vaft number 
of wax candles. For it is only upon fuch oc- 
mceafion:, that the fair fex are allowed to appear 
menveiled. This city has 18 parifhes, 57 mo- 
afteries and nunneries, a great number of cha- 


algpels, with 22 hofpitals, 

n-@ Atthe end of the townis the Prado,or Pardo 
id fa@e St. Hieronymo, nding, dehood pian, thaded wich 
ch rows Of poplar-trees, and adornéd with twen- 
e. ™ty-three fountains, ‘Thither the nobility and 
,» , gentry repair every evening in their coaches, 
ve Mor on horfeback,. 
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At the extremity of the Prado is a noble pa- 


Jace called E/ Buen Retiro, or the Good Re-m 


treat, defigned by the Spani/b monarchs as < 
place of retreat from the hurry of the court and 
town. It confifts of a fpacious fquare, built 
with brick, that contains many noble apart. 
ments with the richeft furniture, and with paint 
ings by the greateft mafters. The gardens hav 
delightful fhady walks, water-works, and fta- 
tues. On thecanals are pleafure boats, and on 
their banks fummer houfes, for the muficians 
to divert the King, while he takes his pleafure 
on the water. 
There are two other royal palaces here, one 
a fpacious and magnificent edifice on the weft 
fide of the city ; the main ftruGure confifts o 
three courts, about which are the apartments 
for the royal family, with the proper offices 


and lodgings for the houfhold; and the other) 


is called Ca/a del Campo, where the King fome- 
times refrefhes himfelt during the heats of fum. 


‘mer, in the cool fhady walks, which are the 


principal convenience of this feat. 
Befides thefe, the principal things to be fee 


at Madrid, are the churches, fome of whichin 


are very richly adorried: the King’s chapel, the 
prifon, and the houfes of feveral of the grandees, 
are well worth feeing. on account of the ex- 
cellent paintings with which they are adorn 
ed; for in colleéting thefe they fpare no ex: 
pence. | 

‘The moft noble palace belonging to the King 
of Spain is the Efeurial, which was originally 


erected by Pbilip LI. who railed the church and} 


mds 
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onattery of St. Laurence, the Spanifo mar- 
‘Myr, in gratitude for the afliftance he fuppofed 
2 had received from his tutelary Saint, in ob- 
ining the celebrated victory over the French 
St Quintin, tn the year 1557. 
This royal monaftery ftands near a {mall vil- 
age called the Efurial, nine leagues weft of 
adrid, It is built of a beauiiful white ftone, 
eined with blue and brown, and of a very fine 
olith; and is furrounded by the moft delight- 
ul profpeéts. It is in the form of a vaft qua- 
Mrangle, containing 580 feet in front from eatt 
Mo weft. Ateach extremity is a fuperb range 
»f building that extend 430 feet north, and are 
igain joined by another front of the fame di- 
nenfions as the former. So that it properly 
onfifts of four fronts, and at each angle ts a 
pwer, ‘The principal front has three gates, 
Mf which that in the middle is fupported b 
our Dorie columns of {peckled marble on so 
ide, and over them are others of the Jozic or- 
der. Above the portal is a beautiful ftatue of 
St. Laurence, of white marble, 15 feet high, 
dreffed in the habit of a Deacon, with a book 
n his left hand, and a Jarge gridiron of bronze 
ymin. hisright. In this front are two hundred 
and forty-feven windows. | 
After pafling the principal gate, you enter 
a portico that extends from the college to the 
emconvent. Over it is the library, and in the 
front are three noble arches leading into a 
grand court, where the eye is flruck with the 
magnificent. frontifpiece of St. Laurence’s 
church, omeach fide of which is a lofty tower, 
: 3 and 
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and inthe centre a dome. It has five grandarchetmm] 
that form the entrance into the veftibule, andie 

on the lower part of the portal are fix larceibar 
ftatues placed on pedeftals, of David, Solomon @@or 
Hezekiah, Fofiah,Manafeh, and Febofaphat,with@e pt 
crowns of bronze enamelled with gold on thei 


heads, and fceptres in their hands. 

The whole ftruéture is fupported by four 
very ftrong fquare pillars round the centre off 
the church, forming four grand arches. Every’ 
pillar has two altars, and two niches over them, 
and in the niches of the pilafters along the walls) 
on both fides, are altars anfwerable to the o- 
thers. Befides thefe, the whole circuit of the’ 
church is furrounded with very elegant chapels, 
and over thefe are galleries with brafs baluf-; 
trades extending quite round. The cupola ts 
encompafied by two galleries, and crowned with 
a lantern, that has eight windows divided by. 
p'lafters gradually diminifhing to the top, where 
there is another fmall dome on the crown of 
the lantern, and over this a fluted ftone obelifk, 
on the top of which is a globe of gilt brafs, 
with acrofs and vane. ‘The doors are nine in 
number, and over the arches of the principal 
of thefe, and on the great altar, are twelve 
crofies, of a very beautiful red jafper. The 
altars amount to forty, all of which are richly 
adorned with carved work, and innumerable 
paintings, many of them by the greateft ma- 
fiers. 

You next view the great chapel, the afcent 
to which from the church is by twelve fteps 
of red jafper.: The‘pavement of this = 

: | pe 
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l confifts of mofaic work of jafper and mar- 
e of various colours, arranged in the moft 
autiful compartments. The altar-piece is 
orned with all the orders of architecture ex- 
pt the Tafan. You firft fee fix Doric co- 
mns, in the middle of which the tabernacle 
placed, and in the compartments of the other 


@plumns are feveral paintings of facred hilto- 


» Their bafes and capitals, with thofe of all 
e other columns and pilafters behind them, 
eof brafs enamelled with gold, the fhafts 
e of jafper, beautifully polifhed and fluted. — 
The niches at the two extremes contain the 


atues of four Doétors of the church in gilt 


rafs, which-has a fine effect, the Jafper of the | 


Biches being green. In the fpaces on each fide 


f the tabernacle, are two pieces of painting ; 
e one of the nativity, and the other of the 


Meftern Magi worfhipping the mfant Fefus. The 


cond range of columns is of the Jonze ordet 
laid with green in the compartments, and in 
e extreme intercolumniations are niches of 
reen jafper, containing the ftatues of the four 
vangelifts, of the fame materials and beauty 
ih the former. ‘The principal picture over 
e tabernacle, reprefents the martyrdom of 
t. Laurence, and in the fide compartments, 
re our Saviour bound to the pillar, and his 
arrying the crofs; allby Zuccaro. ‘The third 
ange confifts of only four columns of the Co: 
inthian order, the extremes of the lower rank 
being fupplied with two pyramids of green jaf- 
ber, between which are fine brafs ftatues of St. 
ames, the patron of Spain, and. St. gtr 
oi 
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both larger than the life. In the middle is tt 
picture of the affumption of the Virgin Ma 
and on the fides are thofe of the refurrectio 
and the defcent of the Holy Ghoft. Two cc 
lumns of the Compofite order fupport the fron 
tifpiece, which terminates in the principal arc 
_ ofthechape]. The compartment is green jal 
per, in which is a crucifix of brafs gilt, wit 
the ftatues of the Virgin Mary and St. Fo 
ftanding on the fides, and thofe of St. Pete 
and St. Paul, on the extreme pedeftals. T 
whole height from the pedeftal of the Dorie or 
der, to the centre of the grand arch, is 93 feet 
and the breadth 49. ‘The above tabernac! 
fiands on a pedeftal of jafper, within a 
arched portal, whofe pilafters are of red an 
green jafper. The form is globular, and th 
order Corinthian. ‘The materials are all gems 
and brafs enamelled with gold. The firft pe 
deftal is of jafper finely inlaid. It fuppor 
eight jafper columns of a deep red veined witl 
white. In the intercolumniations are fou 
niches, with as many ftatues of Apoftles, Ove 
the cornice is another bafe, with eight ped 
{tals fupporting the like number of itatues it 
gilt brafs : it alfo fuftains the cupola, which i 
divided into four compartments inlaid with jaf: 
per. Above is a imall lantern crowned with 
another cupola, and over all is an image ol 
our Saviour of the fame metal as thofe of the 
Apoftles. Inthe lower part are two doors ol 
rock cryftal leading into the fanétuary, the 
jaumbs and lintels of which are of a beautiful 
green jafper ; the other parts confift of jaff 
O} 
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feveral colours, and polifhed brafs, In 
ort, this whole chapel is adorned with the 
heft Mofaic work, and a great variety of 
her ftatues and paintings. : 
The convent confifts of five beautiful cloi- 
rs, and may be entered from the church. 
he principal cloifter is as large as the other 
ur, itextending 210 feet from north to fouth, 
d 207 from eait to weft. Its grand ftair-cafe 
forty feet broad, the fteps are of the moft 
autiful ftone, each of one piece, and the ba- 
ftrades are of exquifite workmanfhip. . The 
ade above is adorned with painting exhibit- 
x the founder’s motives for erecting this 
ifice; and the whole ftructure is adorned 


nsmpth the works of the moft celebrated Spanifh 


d Italian painters, Within the body of the 
bifter is a flower garden, embellifhed with 


-immfervoirs and fountains ; in niches on the fides 


e the ftatues of the four Evangelifts, bigger 
an the life, of white marble. 

In the gallery of the royal apartments are 
mcellent paintings by Ba/az. Along the wall 
‘me reprefented two curtains hanging down 
om hooks, fo naturally, that the fpecta- 


irs Often endeavour to lift them up. On 


mefe curtains are painted the battle fought by 
on Fobn II. againft the Moors of Granada in 


“off plains of Higuernala; and the battle of 


mm. Quintin. At the two extremities are two 


¢ imeval victories, gained off the ifle of Tercera: 


id the cieling is covered with ftucco-work, 


In 
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In the fouth faloon are two doors broug 
from Germany, inlaid with exquifite beau 
and a variety of fine wood, ‘The infide 
adorned with exquifite paintings. The. ne 
is the apartment of King Pdslip II. where 
died. Here the furniture, cieling, and wa 
are plain, and the floor is brick. It is, ho 
ever, adorned with fmall ftatues of Saints, for 
very beautiful pictures of the Virgin Mary, a1 
other. religious pieces. From this apartme 
is a paflage to the Queen’s, which is of 
fame conftruction. ) 


es. 
‘> 4 
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The library is 195 feet long, 32 broad, am 


36,in height. ‘The pavement is of black a 
white. marble in beautiful knots, The co 
cave part of the cieling is finely painted | 
Pelligrino, exhibiting Divinity, Philofoph 
Grammar, Logic, and all the Sciences, fi 


rounded by proper. groupes of figures. Bay 


the number of books amount to only eig! 
thoufand. However, two other rooms ha 
been added, and the books in all three exce 
18,000. . 

The laft part of this fuperb ftruéture we fhi 
mention is the Pantheon chapel, the fepulch 
of the Spani/o monarchs, which is_ incrufte 
and embellifhed with the moft exquifite wo 


in marble, jafper and gilt brafs, adorned wit 


carving, ftatues, and painting. © 
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Defcription of the Cities of Saragoffa, Toledo, 
Valencia, Alicant, Carthagena, Malaga, Ca- 
diz, maritie and Gibraltar. 


HE next city we fhall defcribe is Sara- 
. goffa, the capital of the kingdom of 4r- 

agon, “which is fituated in a delightful plain — 
t the confluence of the rivers Ebro, Saloz, 
allego, and Guerva, which render the adja- 
ent country delightful and fertile ; from hence 
e city is well fupplied with corn, wine, oil, 
uits, and plenty of fifh and fowl. It is fare 
punded with walls and towers,. and has four 
andfome gates facing the four cardinal points, 
ith two bridges over the Eéro. The city is 

an oblong figure, and contains not only 
yany handfome churches, hofpitals, {quares, 
d ftreets, but has extenfive fuburbs, ’Tis di- 
ded into fourteen large parifhes, and has 23 
onafteries, 13 nunneries, and a noble hofpi- 


ftemml, endowed with a revenue fufficient for main- 


iniog 800 fick perfons, befides two others 
‘mer orphans, and feveral alms-houfes for de- 

ryed people. ‘There is here alfo a famous 
‘Wiverfity. The cathedral is a rich and ftately 
ilding ; in which the tabernacle over the 
gh altar, is a magnificent piece of workman- 
p, all of maffy filver, finely wrought, and 


\ Pacighing 612 pounds. Theroyal palaceftoodata 
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{mall diftance without the city; but has beer 
given to the officers of the inquifition, The 
collegiate church of our Lady of the pillar 
thus called from a pretended miraculous image 
of the Virgin holding an infant Fe/ues in he 
arms, is likewife a fine ftruéture, which they 
affirm was builtby St. James the Apoftle. The 
above image is very fmall, but its crown and 
robes are almoft entirely covered with precio 
ftones, It is placed very high on a pillar of jaf- 
per of exquifite beauty, and x great number 
of filver lamps are kept continually burning 
in the chapel in which it ftands, the walls o 
which glitter with gilding and precious ftones 
To this image a vaft number of pilgrims an- 
nually refert, to pay their devotions befor 
it. 

Toledo, the capital of New Caffile, and ans 
ciently the royal feat of the Goths and Moors, 
is 36 miles from Madrid. It ftands on a fteep 
and craggy rock, and has two ftone bridge 
over the Zagus. The land fide is fortified by 
a double wall, that has 150 towers, and five 
large gates, befides pofterns. ‘The plain be- 
low igs fpacious, fertile and pleafant, and fo 
well watered by the Zagus, that it produce: 
corn, wine, oil, and every thing that can be 
defired for conveniency or delight. The ci 
has twenty-feven: parifhes, thirty-eight mona 
fteries and nuntieries, two large colleges, and 
twenty-five hofpitals; and yet the inhabitants 
are faid not to amount to above five thoufand 
families. The flreets are narrow and fteep, 
but there ar¢ faid tg be no lefs than 17 {quares 

an 
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nd markets. It has a fpacious old palace 
aken from the Moors, the ttables of which can 
old at leaft 500 horfes. ‘The cathedral is a 
oble ftruéture, 384 feet long, and 191 broad. 
ight large and beautiful brafs gates with mag- 
iicent porticos lead to this edifice. Its roof 
s fupported by eighty-eight lofty pillars, which 
livide it into five ifles, the middlemoft of which 
orms two choirs, beautifully carved and in- 
aid: one called the chapel of the Blefied Sacra- 
ment, has been the burying-place of many of 
he Spaxife monarchs, and is inclofed within 
oftly iron gates, and on each fide ftands a brafs 
bul pit on pillars of the fame.. The other choir, 
hich belongs to the Canons, is inclofed in 
he fame manner, and beautified with curious 
arving in wood and jafper. The outfide of 
Doth is adorned with ftatues in niches, and o- 
her ornamental imagery, reprefenting the hi- 
ory of the Old and New Teffament. The 
mage of the Virgin Mary in this cathedral has 
a garment covered all over with pearls and 
precious ftones, and the paintings are anfwer- 
able to the reft. In fhort, this is one of the 
richeft cathedrals in the world, and the arch- 
sim bifhopric, in its power and revenue, is next to 


bemithat of Rome; fo that the late Queen of Spain 


obtained it from the Pope for one of her fons. 
The next place of importance we fhall men- 
tion is Valencia, the capital of the province of 
the fame name. This city is feated on the 
banks of the Yurio, over which it has five bridg- 
es, at the diftance of about a mile and a half 
C2 from 
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from the fea, and is fituated oppofite to the place 
where the famous city of Saguntum formerly 
ftood. It is almoft of a circular form, and 18 
furrounded by a wall that has many towers and 
gates, Grao, its fea-port, which ftands on the 


Mediterranean, furnifhes it with a variety of 
{ea fifh, and the neighbouring lake of A/bu/era, 


with abundance of water fowl, and frefh wa- 
ter fifh, as does the fertile country round with 
corn, wine, oil, fruit, herbs, and other pro- 
vifions, ‘The parts about the city being well 
cultivated, are very populous, and the inhabi- 
tants amount to about 15,coo families. It has 
48 monafteries and nunneries, befides other 
foundations of the military order, fix chapels, 
and fix hofpitals, Here is alfo a celebrated 
univerfity which has five colleges. Valenciais 
the fee of an Archbifhop, whofe revenue 1s 
worth 30,000 ducats per annum, A great va- 
riety of manufactures are carried on here, e- 
fpecially the woollen, fo that the-cloth made in 


this city 1s reputed the fineft in Spaz. The 


filk manufactures flourifh likewife here, the 
women and children fpinning it before their 
doors. ‘They export large quantities of wine, 
oil, and fruic; and the inhabitants have now 
an eafy, agreeable converfation, without any 
of that ftifinefs obfervable in the reft of the 
Spaniards. 

In this province is alfo Alicant, which is 
fixty miles fouth of Valencia, and the fame di- 
fiance north of Carthagena. It is a famous city 
and port-in the Med:terranean: the harbour is 
defended by feveral baftions, and the city, tho’ 

: not 
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trong, is well walled, and defended bya 
tHe built ona high rock. On the neighbour- 
y fhore ftand feveral watch towers. ‘This ci- | 
which is well known to the Engl for its 
nes and fruit, is fituated between two hills, 
d from its vicinity to the fea has a pleafing 
ofpect of fhips continually paffing to or from 
e Mediterranean. It has a large cathedral, 
dicated to St. Nicholas, two parifh churches, 
convents, and two nunneries. ‘The city is 
d to contain between 30 and 40,000 com- 
unicants. on 
Carthagena, a city in the province of Murcia, 
as built by A/drubal the famous Carthaginian 
eneral, 225 years before Chri, and hes on 
e fide of a hill, at the mouth of the river 
yadulantin, which forms a fine bay in the Me- 
terranean; but contains only 1200 inhabi- 
nts, and has but one parifh, though it has 
ur monafteries, and two convents of nuns. 
The next city we fhall mention is Malaga, 
the province of Grezada, which is alfo piea- 
tly fituated.on the coaft of the Mediterra- 
, Ran, and has one of the beft roads in all thofe 
arts, into which extends a fine mole 530 paces 
ng, and twenty broad, with ftairs for taking 
ater, and a chapel for the fea-faring people. 
he city is large and of .a circular form ; fur- 
unded by a double wall, that has feveral 
wers, and nine gates. It is alfo defendedby 
o caftles, one at the top, and the other at 
e foot of a fteep mountain, at the bottom of: - 
hich the town is fituated. On one fide the- 


a wafhes its walls, and on the other runs the 
C3 Gue- 
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Gaudalmedina, over which is a ftrong brids 
The neighbouring grounds are covered. wi 
vines, and with a,great variety of fruit treeg 
vaft quantities of wine, raifins, fig:, almond 
Jemons, oranges,and other fruits, being exporte 
from thence. | 

To the weft of Malaga is Cadiz, the cel 
brated Gadir or Gades of the ancients, fituate 
in the fame province, on. the north- weft extr 
mity of a, long neck of land in an ifland, whic 
is joined to the main land by the bridge of § 
aco; both extremities of which are defende 
by ftrong works. The ifland on which Cedi 
ftands, together with the oppofite fhore, for 
a bay twelve miles long, and about fix broac 
near the middle of this bay are two points « 
land, one. on. the: continent: and the other 
the ifland soo fathoms afunder, on which ai 
the forts Puxtal and. Metagerda, that comman 
the paflage : within thefe points is a large ar 
good harbour, which: no enemy can enter, til 
the forts have been. firft.taken. The Engiij 
forces commanded by the:Ear} of Efex landin 
in the ifland in.1596, took and burnt the tow 


after they had plundered it of immenfe. trea 


fures, and.deftroyed the galleons in the: hai 
bour, The city contains about soco houfe: 
and 50,000 inhabitants, and being the cente 
of all the American trade, the galleons ther 
take. in their lading, and return with the. tre 


fures and rich merchandizes of Peru and Mexi 


co. The city is. furrounded with walls an 
baftiohs, but its greateft ftrength arifes: fro 
| th 
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ne fteepnefs of its coaft, its rocks and fand 
anks, | 

Ata few leagues diftance to the north lies 
Seville, the Hi/pal of the ancients, fituated in 

fertilecountry on the river Guadalquiver, over 

which there is a ftout bridge of feventeen boats, 

hat joins the city to a large fuburb on the other 

de, called Yriana, where is an inquifition: 

he circuit of the city, including the fuburbs, 

s fourteen miles; but the wall is only eight. 

It is pretty ftrong, and has fifteen gates, and 

166 towers. ‘The number of its inhabitants is 

omputed at 300,000. ‘The cathedral is a 

Jarge ftructure partly in the Gothze, and partly 

in the More/co tafle, and its fteeple, like that 

of St. Mark’s at Venice, is afcended to the top 

by planes gently inclining. Here is an uni- 

verfity, in which, the ftudents are very nume- 

rous. Along the river are commodious quays, 

where veffels of large burthen may lie in fafety. 

The palaces.of the Viceroy, the Archbifhop, 

and the antique palace built by the Moors, are 
large ftruétures, Here alfois an ancient aque- 
duct. Bread, wine, flefh, and all other com- 
Wm taodities are extremely dear in this city, except 
olives and pomegranates, which are better here 
than in any other part of Spain. 

The laft place of importance we fhall men- 
tion in this extenfive country is.Giéraltar, the 
Calpe of the ancients, a famous port town and 
fortrefs of Andalufa. 'Thetown, which is nei- 
ther large nor handfome, ftands at the foot of 
mount Ca/pe, about 16. miles north of Ceuta in 
Africas At is-built upon a rock, in a ar 
ula, 
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fula, and is acceffible only on the land fide, 
by a narrow paffage between the rock and the 
fea, acrofs which the Spaniards have drawn a 
fortified line, chiefly with a view to hinder the 
garrifon of Gibraltar from having any inter- 


courfe with the country behind them. The | 


harbour of Gibraltar is formed by a bulwark 
properly fortified and planted with guns, 

The peninfula upon which the fortrefs of 
Gibraltar is built commanding the ftreight of 
the fame name at the entrance of the Mediterra- 
nean, has been juftly confidered as a place of 
the utmoft confequence. It was taken in 1704 
in two days by acombined fleet of Exglif and 
Dutch fhips under the command of Sir George 
Rooge: but the fame year the Spaniards at- 
tempted its recovery, at which time it ftood 
Out a memorable fiege, in which between 4 
and 500 of the enemy having crept up the 
rock that covers the town, were the next morn- 
ing driven down headlong: after which it was 
ceded to the Englifo by the treaty of Urrecht, 
int713. The Spaniards again made an at- 
tempt, in the year 1727, with a powerful ar- 
my ; but were at laft obliged to raife the fiege, 
after laying before it feveral months, and even 
endeavouring to blow up the rock, which they 
found to be impracticable, it therefore ftill 
belongs to the crown of Great Britain. 

Having thas ‘defcribed-the principal cities 
of Sfazn, it will be proper to mention the man- 
ners and cuftoms of the inhabitants in gene- 
ral. Notwithftanding a great part of the coun- 
try is. fo extremely fertile as to be capable of 

affording 
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ffording all the conveniences and luxuries of 
fe, in the greateft profufion; itis but thinly 
eopled.- This is owing to the expulfion of 
he Moors about 200 years ago; to the vatt 
umbers that have left, and are flill leaving 
heir native country to fettle in America, and to 
e religious bigotry of the people, and the ter- 
ors of the inquifition, which will {carcely per- 
it foreigners to fettle among them, and oc- 
afions a: multitude of perfons of both flexes 
o be fhut up in convents. Hence it is not 
arprizing that moft places are very thin of 
eople, and that there are in this country vatt 
racts almoft defolate. Thus in al] towns, ef- 
pecially thofe in the fouth and weft parts of 
his country, are to be feen the ruins of many 
oufes. 

The Spaniards are grave and folemn in their 
sehaviour, and are always drefied in a fhort 
loak and coat, and appear abroad with a 
ong fword, curled whifkers, and a pair of 
pectacles on the nofe. Pride of birth is no 
here carried to a greater height, and the in- 
nuation that a man is defcended from the 
Moors, whoa few ages ago inhabited the great- 
it parte of the country, is fufficient to make 
him ftab the flanderer, or procure his being 
rivately affaflinated. This pride, added to 
he indolence of the people, has prevented the 
ts being carried to the fame perfection in 
pain as in the reft of Europe; and they have 
been obliged tohave recourfeto the labourers and 
irtificers of other nations to furnifh them with 
uch commodities as they might eafily procure 


by 
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by their own induftry. Hence not all t 
mines of Perw and Mexico have been able t 
make them rich, They are univerfally te 
much given to women, and their jealoufy 
where either their wife, daughter, fifter, « 
even miftrefs is concerned, feldom fails to 
in-bloodfhed ; for they think no means too baf 
violent, or unjuft, to wipe off any ftain thati 
caft upon their honour, or to gratify their 
venge. They affect an haughty air with thol 
with whom they are unacquainted; but ao pec 
ple in the world are more courteous to tho 
with whom they are intimate, 


The Spaniards are greatly attached to themy* 


old notions, and the difcouragement given t 
printing has retarded the dawn of true ference 
but it begins to appear, philofophy has begut 
to fhew itfelf in Spain, and the mechanic art 


are lefs defpifed than they were formerly. The 
moft amiable part of their character is thei 
honefty and fidelity to their engagements, for 


which they have been always celebrated, 
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Portugal 2 general; the Produce of the Coun- 
try, and the Cuftoms and Manners of the Peo- 
ple. A defcription of the Cities of Lifbon, St. 
hei Oporto, Coimbra, Santerem, Portale- 
VaSe | 


ofan § HE kingdom of Portugal, is fituated to 
the weft of Spain, from which it is fe- 
emmatated on the north and eaft by the river 
EMlinho, and fome {mall rivers and hills ; on the 
buth and weft it is wafhied by the fea. Its 
Whole extent from north to fouth is 300 miles, 
nd its breadth from eaft to weft, where broad- 
weft, is about120, It is in the fame climate 
i@mvith Spazn, and as well as that country, is ve- 
mountainous; but ‘the foil is in general 
orfe, and never produces corn enough for the 
pport of its inhabitants : as to wheat it has | 
ilways produced lefs of that valuable grain than | 
hat the people require. In the fouthern parts | 
pafture is always fcarce, and the cattle {mall 
and Jean, though the flefh ‘is generally well | 
afted. But to make amends for this want of | 
orn and pafture, here are made vaft quantities | 
of wine, which is indeed the beft commodity | 
of this kingdom. Oil is likewife here made 
2Min great abundance, but it is far inferiour to 
that of Sainz and Italy. Lemons and oranges 
Blikewife grow here, and are exported in 
great 
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great quantities, tho’ the acidnefs of the lat 


ter aré ndt-near fo pleafant, as thofe that com 


‘from Seville; nor indeed are their raifins, fig 
almonds and .chefnuts either fo large, or | 
well tafted as thofe of Spain. However, the 
{weet oranges, which they have introduced frot 
China, and are thence called China orange 
are the beit of the kind.in Europe... Herbs an 
flowers of all forts are. here commonly ve 
good, and abundance of perfumed waters an 
diftilled from thofe of the odoriferous kind 
which are here in. great requeft,’ they bein 
ufed in almoft every thing that is eat, drank 
or worn. ‘This country alfo produces gre; 
quantities of alum, white marble, alabafter 
and efpecially falt, of which immenfe quanti 
-ties are exported from the port of Setua/, The 
woollen manufactures of this country are fo.in 
different and coarfe, that they are only. wort 
by the meaner fort, and though their filks are 
in fome places much better, they are far infe- 
riour in beauty and goodnefs to thofe made in 
Spain, ‘The country is, however, in general 
pretty well peopled, and the inhabitants, efpe- 


~@ially of the fea-port towns, are much richer 


than the Spaniards. : | 


The womenare moftly beautiful while young, 


though their complexion is inclinable to the 


Olive;. but the indifcreet use of paint renders. 
their fkins fhrivelled as with old age, before, 


they are turned of thirty: but their eyes, which 
are generally black and fparkling, retain their 
luftre after their other charms are withered, 
“Thequick decay of beauty is, however, in fome 

| meafure 
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“Bneafure recompenfed by the vivacity of their 


t} 


it, in which they are faid to excel the women 
f all other nations. ‘They are extremely cha- 
itable and generous, and remarkable for their 


| odefty. Spectacles arecommonly worn here 


s well as in Spain, as a mark of age and gra- 
ity.; for it. is obfervable of thefe two nations, | 


_Fmbat old age, with a grave and folemn behavi- 


ur, procure fuch refpect, that the young affect 


Mo imitate the folemnity of the old. 


The drefs of the Portuguefe like that of the 


a» paniards, never ufed to vary till of late, efpe- 


lally among the men. However, thee ftill 
ommonly wear aclofe doublet, wide breeches, 
fhort cloak, and a long {fword. ‘Their gar- 
ents are either of baize, or fome fuch light 


_ muff, or of filk, according to the quality of 


he perfon, and the feafon of the year. ‘The 
vomen who go abroad on foot ufe long veils 


‘Mhat cover their heads and moft of their bodies, 


but leave the face bare. When thofe of quae 
ity go out in theircoaches or litters, they wear 
ardingals, fhort doublets, and long petticoats 

at-cover their feet. Their hair hangs loofe. 

curls, and is intermingled with jewels ; and 
ome wear a dagger by their fide, inftead of a 
an, In the:houfe their drefs is more airy, 
heir doublets fhorter, and open before, fo that 


Beir linen appears quite round the waift, as 


ell as at the bofom. The ‘maids generally ap- 
ear in their hair, though fome of them cover 
t with a fine fort of .muflin or gauze ;. but of 
ite years both fexes feem to give into the French 
node. To fo extravagant a height do the 

Vou. XX. D grandees — 
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grandees and their ladies carry their pride ant 
arrogance, that they ftand upon the niceft punc 
tilios with refpect to rank and titles; and the 
ladies of quality are even ferved on the knee 
by their maids and flaves ; indeed the women 
of quality wiil {carce be {poker to by meat 
people in any other pofture. Adegtee of haugh 
tivefs peculiar to this country ! 

The fole religion profeffed in Portugal i 
that of the church of Rome, no other being fuf. 
fered, or fcarcely known throughout the coun 
try, except that of the eas, who are here it 
great numbers, though concealed ; for the bet 
ter to efcape notice, they not only go regular! 
to mafs and confeffion,: but ftrive to outdo thofe 
of the Romifs church in their zeal for the na 
tional religion. But if any of. them are difco- 
vered, they are immediately feized by the offia® 
cers of the inquifition, when if they will abjure 
Judaifin, theyareonly condemned to fuffer fome 
corporal punifhment, or public fhame ; but if 
after being converted and pardoned, they arémpi 
found to relapfe into Fudai/m, they are cruelly 
condemned tothe flames,and executed ina publica 
manner, with the moft pompous and dreadful 
apparatus, Foreign Proteffants who have nev 
embraced the Romifh Religion may live here 
undifturbed, provided they neither offend the 
government, nor affront the eftablifhed church 
The inquifition alfo punifhes thofe who are 
charged with forcery, witchcraft, blafphemy 
fodomy, and other crimes. ne T 
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The principal cities of this kingdom are Li/- 
om, St. Ubes, Oporto, Coimbra, Santereim, Por- 
glegre, and E/was. | 

Lifbon, by the Portuguefecalled Li/boa, the me- 
opolis of Portugal, is fituated on the north 
anks of the Yayo or Yagus, about ten miles 
om its mouth. Ft is about fix miles long, 
nd is built upon feven hills, winding with the 
iver, from which it rifes in the form of an 
mphitheatre. On one of them ftands a cattle 

at commands the town, which is furrounded 
by a wall that has 77 towers, and before the 
lreadful earthquake on the 1ft of Nowember 
755, was fuppofed to contain 30,000 houfes, 
nd 150,000 inhabitants. ‘The ftreets being 
principally in the valleys between the hills, are 
arrow, dirty, and fome on the fides of them 
sre very fteep, which render them inconvenient 
or coaches, fo that litters are generally ufed. 

he houfes of the citizens are commonly mean, 

? ith lattice windows; but thofe of the nobi- 
arém™mity are elegantly built of ftone, and have 
llyMarge gardens, Here are feveral handfome 
imquares, the fineft of which called the Rofa. 
Mhad the houfe of inquifition at the upper 
end, and alfo St. Dominic’s church, which be- 
monged to that office, where the ‘ews, with 
mathe fuppofed heretics and witches, were tried 
before the King and nobility. This was one 
mof the largeit and moft beautiful churches in 
Lifbon; the weft end was covered with pictures 
ot the heads of thofe who were executed, taken 
from the life, and placed inrows. Adjoining 
tothis edifice was a large convent of Dominican 
Dz Friarse 


~ pot ape wow 
——— a, 


23 A DESCRIPTION of 


Friars, Near this fquare-was another fine one. 
called Terreira de Paffo, in which was the King’s 
palace,a large and commodious ftru€ture, which 
took up one fide of it, and the cuitom-houfe, 


corn-market, and meat-market were on the 


others. From the palace might be feen large 
fleets of fhips lying in the harbour, and others 
continually failing in and out. Jn this fquare 
they hold their bull-baitings, the diverfion of 
the great, at which all perfons of diftinGion 
affemble ; and here the officers of the inqui- 


fition perform the Auto de fz, on which occa- 


fion feveral perfons of a different perfuafion 
from that of the Romi/b church are annually 


burnt alive, in fight of the King, Queen, and’ 


the whole court ; and to thedifgrate of the Por- 


tuguefe, both the gentlemen and ladies of the 


ereateft quality are taught to rejoice, and to 


fhew a barbarous pleafure at thefe inhuman 


{peftacles, 


Befides the cathedral, there were 37 parifh. 


churches, with 23 monafteries and convents 


for Monks and Nuns, which were generally 


handfome ftructures, richly adorned within. 
The cathedral in particular is a vaft edifice, 
but heavy, clumfy, and of the Gothic tafte ; 
yet as it itands upon one of the feven hills, it 
at a proper diftance affords a moft noble pro- 
fpeét, However, what it wants in elegance 
and beauty on the cutfide, is amply.made 
up by the richnefs of its ornaments within, as 
{tatues, paintings, and utenfils of gold and fil- 
ver enriched with the moft coftly gems. A- 
mong the many noble hofpitals in this city, is 

the 
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e celebrated houfe of mercy, which not only - 
onftantly breeds up 60 boys,-.and portions 
ut 114 maidens ; but diftributes an incredible | 


“. umber of other charities ; ; as relieving prito-. 
* ers for debt, maintaining of decayed perfons 
© Mihat cannot beg, and affifting families that are 


amed to let their wants be publickly known. 
he Great hojpital is obliged to receive all . 
erfons of whatever nation or religion ; nor is — 
his charity confined to’ the fick, or to fuch as 
eet with cafual misfortunes, as broken limbs, | 


lindnefs, ES¢, but extends to naturals, luna- | 


as, ics, and foundlings. The city, before the 
* reat earthquake, afforded a noble profpect 
y @hen viewed from theriver, on account of the 


radual a{cent of the buildings ; nor is the pra- 
pect lefs agreeable from the town of the river, 


dich is three miles over, and filled with fhips 
‘© Bom every nation in Europe; and farther ftill, 
" Hihe eye is entertained with a diftant view of 
h fine country interchangeably mixed with 
m oan and villages. 


But on the if of November 1755, atabout ten 
Y ih the morning, the PORES AEP dreadful 
'* Barthquake began, which laid the fineft build- 
"2 Eines of Lifton in ruins, and reduced that city 
+ Mb afcene of the moft terrible defolation.. To 
omplete the public diftrefs, a fire foon after 
roke out, and fpread among the ruins; and 
by thefe difafters the King’s palace, the cuftom- 
© Boule,St. Dominie’schurch,St. Nicholas s,and ma- 
y others, were either thrown downor confumed; 
gether with a great number of private houfes: 
D 3 but 
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but happily fome whole ftreets were entirely 
ftanding. | a ek 
About 21 miles below is the port of St. Udes, 
or rather Setuba/, as it is called by the Portus. 
guefe. This city was the Cerobrigaof the Ro- 
mans; it is fituated on a f{pacious bay clofe to 
the ocean, and is much reforted to by moft 
northern nations on account of the vaft quanti-. 
ties of falt annually made there. The town 
has a ftrong wall, thirteen gates, many towers, 
and fome other out-works and fortifications, 
On the fea-fide are two forts or caftles, one an 
old one, and the other of modern conftruétion, 
The inhabitants are computed at about 3000, Mav 
and the city has four parifh churches, three Hip 
monaftteries, two nunneries, five chapels, a houle  t 
of mercy, two hofpitals, and two conduits, to Mill 
which the water is broughtfrom a good diftance Hh 
by a ftately Reman aquedut, fupported on a find 
great number of arches. This city is one of er 
the moft flourifhing places in the kingdom ; 
but it fuffered very greatly in the earthquake 
that was fo fatal to LifZon. | 
The next city we fhall mention is Ogor‘o, or 
Porto, which is a fea-port on the north fide of 
the Duero, about three miles from the fea, and 
is fituated on an uneven rocky ground, that 
river wafhing its walls, The harbour is fafe 
againft all’ winds; but when the floods come. 
down, no anchor can hold the fhips, at which 
timés they are forced to faiten them to each. 
other along the walls, to avoid the fury of the 
torrent. The ftreets of the city are narrow 
and irregular, but well paved; the —_— : 
ae | roc 


SPAIN and PORTUGAL 31 
ck in fome places forming part of the pave- 
ent. The edifices are of the ancient. kind, 
t handfome and built with ftone, The 
urches are ftately, and fome even magnifi- 
nt, particularly the cathedral. There are 
sre five parifhes, nine monafteries, four nun- 
ries, eight chapels, four hofpitals, a, houfe. 
mercy for relieving thofe in diftrefs, and. 
re inhabitants amount to about 4000. 
Coimbra, is a very ancient city, pleafantly 
ated on the north fide of the river Munde- 
a4, over which it has a good bridge of 29 
ches. The walls of the city are lofty, and 


O, Mave four handfome gates, adorned with many 
ee Mwers and turrets, and the buildings are ftate- 
fe @ though ancient, efpecially the palace, which 


ill retains fome marks of its. former {plendor, 
ce Mi he city is inhabited by about 5000 families, 
a find has feven parifh churches, and five mona- | 
of Meries, one of which.called the convent of St. 
; [ruz, or of the Holy Crofs, is a large and no- 
ce Mle ftructure, and inhabited by none but noble- 
en, who embrace the order of St. Augu/fin. 
or flere are alfo five nunneries, an univerfity which 
f Mbmetimes contains 3000 ftudents, and is the 
d Mhoft celebrated feminary of learning in the 
it Mhole kingdom ; a houfe of mercy, and.a noble 
e Bofpital. csi ai ee 
Santareim, or Santerein acorruption from St. 
ene, who 1s held in great veneration, there, iS 
very ancient city, fituated on a high hill clofe 
y the agus. On the fouth fide it has. a deep 
alley, with a fteep winding afcent from the 
wn, and.on the north is a craggy folid rock. 
altoyether 
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altogether inacceflible, from which the ancient 


Moorife inhabitants ufed to precipitate their 
{tate prifoners: but on the weft it faces a de- 


lightful plain covered with gardens, orchards, 
and fertile fields, that produce vaft quantities 
of corn, oil, and a variety of fruits, The walls 


of the place are ftrong, though very old. ‘There 


are here thirteen parifh churches, one of them 
collegiate ; feven monafteries, two nunneries, 


feveral chapels, two hofpitals, and a houfe of. 


mercy. The inhabitants, who amount to about 
3000, Carry on a confiderable trade on the river, 
and are laborious, warlike, and polite. 
Portalegre is feated on the fide of a high 
mountain, in the province of 4/entejo, and is 
well walled, and defended by eight ftrong tow- 
ers, and an old caftle. It has eight handfome 
gates, and is fupplied with water by ten foun- 
tains, one of which flows with a conftant ftream 
out of nine mouths, The inhabitants, who 
here carry ona woollen manufadture, though of 
a mean fort, amount to ‘about 3000, who are 


divided into five parifhés ; and here are three 


monafteries, two nunneries, nine chapels, one 
hofpital, anda houfe of mercy. 

The Jaft place of importance in this kingdom 
we fhall mention, is E/vas, which is fix miles 
from the river Coa, that divides Spazz from Por- 
tugal. It was an ancient city of the He.vi, and 
from the number of infcriptions ftill to be found 
there, it appears to have been a confiderable 
place under the Romans. ‘The country about 
it is very pleafant’and fertile, and in particu- 
lar produces'abundance of oil, ‘The city has 
a double 


’ 
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double wall, with many towers, and a ftrong 
ftle. It may juftly be efteemed the ftrongett 
rtrefs in all Portugal, it having feven baftions, 
fides demi-baftions, and half-moons, Be- 
Jes the cathedral, there are four parifh church- 
, three monefteries, two nunneries, thirteen 
apels, two hofpitals, ‘and a houfe of mercy, 
ta {mall diftance are the remains of a noble 
ueduét, above ten milesjlong, and of a great 
ight; efpecially in fome places, particularly 
here the ground runs low, it has no lefs than 

rarcues, one over the other, 
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CHAP. I. 


Its Soil, Climate, and Produce; its Beafts, Bird: 
Fifves, and Mines; with fome Account of th 
Inhalitants. 


WEDEN 1s a very extenfive country 
bounded by Lapland on the north, by tht 
dominions of Rufia towards the eaft, by 

the Baltic fea towards the fouth, and by De 
mark and Norway to the weft: but there ares 
great number of barren mountains defperfed 
over the country, from which fall innumerable 
rivers or rather torrents, few of which are n: 
vigable, on account of the rocks and cataratts 
that obftruct their paflage; and thefe form —_ 
grea 


a 
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sat lakes; fome of which.are of confiderable 
tent: if therefore abatements be made for 
> barren mountains, the large Jakes, woods, 
aths, and marfhes, with which this country 
ound, the habitable part will appear very 
all. os gi 
Among thefe lakes, one named the Fefter is 
ry remarkable. It feparates eaft and weft 
thland, extending above 80 miles from north 
fouth, and is about 18 broad in the mid- 
e, Its water is very clear, and in fome places 
deep as not to be founded by a line of 300° 
thoms. ‘This lake has but few iflands, and 
often difturbed by ftorms, which fometimes 
gin fo fuddenly, that.the {urface is agitated 
fore the leaft breath of wind is perceived ; fo 
at the caufe feems to proceed from the bot- - 
m of the water ; and it is not uncommon for 
pats In One part of the lake to be toffed by 
ftorm, while others at a {mall diftance are in 
perfect calm. Immediately before a ftorm, 
hile the fky is yet clear, a noife is perceived 
) the lake like thunder, which Dr. Hearne 
lls us, he had often heard, and was always 
llowed by tempeft. Of this the inhabitants 
I Vifing foe, an ifland in the middle of the lake, 
e more fenfible than any others ; for from 
at part of the ifland whence the wind will 
low, they hear a confufed noife like the firing 
f cannon, which when heard in the eaft, is 
enerally followed by hail and rain. All this 
s doubtlefs owing to fubterraneous winds, and 
> thefe, together with thofe from above, we 
ay attribute the fudden cracking of the ice 7. 
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the {pring, which one minute is {trong enc 
to bear: horfes and fledges, and the nex 
broken to pieces. A ftrange noife in the 
ters, which precedes this fudden eruption, w 
travellers to make the beft of their way ; 
thofe that happen to be at great diftance fi 
land are immediately drowned, or float y 
fhoals of ice till they meet with relief ; 
what is ftill more dangerous, the ice, with 
leaft blaft of wind, fometimes finks to the t 
tom. The violent under currents obferved 
thislake are alfovery furprifing, which direé 
oppofing the winds and waves, give the fith 
men a great deal of trouble. From thelfe, 
well as from its unfathomable depth, and f 
terraneous winds, it is fuppofed to have.a ce 
munication under ground with another |; 
called Venner, about forty miles to the we 
ward. | | 
Catara&ts, as we have already obferved, 3 
frequent in the rivers of Sweden ; but the m 
famous of thefe is within a few leagues of G 
tenburg; where a river, which iffues from | 
lake Venner, falls down a prodigious high pr 
cipice into a deeep pit, with a terrible not 
and with fuch violence, that large mafts whi 
are floated down the river to Gottenburg, if the 
pitch end-ways, fiequently dive fo tar unde 
water, that fome are‘faid to be half an hou 
Others three quarters, and fome a whole hou 
6r more, before they rife up again to the fu 
face. Many attempts have been made to foun 
the depth of this hole, with lines of fever 
Ahundred fathoms, but to no purpofe. a : 
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The foil of Saveden, where capable of cul- 
ivation, is tolerably fruitful, though feldom 
bove half a foot deep, and therefore is fre- 
uently plowed by a young woiman and an ox. 
ndeed it is generally beit where there is leaft 
»f it, that is, in the little fpaces between the 
ocks ; ; and frequentiy the barren land being 
nriched by the afhesi of trees burnt on ‘the 
places where they grow, and the feed taked 
mong the afhes, produces a plentiful crop, 
without farther cultivation. ‘The country does 
ot, however, produce corn fufficient for the 
upport of the inhabitants, who are obliged to 
ave great quantities imported from Listas, 
nnd the parts’ of Germany bordering on the 
Baltic fea: and the poor in many places are 
Dbliged frequently to live on bread made of 
he bark ‘of birch-trees, ground and mixed 

ith four. 

As winter in this northern climate commonl 
begins very early; fo it 1s no fooner ended than 
t is immediately fucceeded by fumnier, little 
or no {pace being left for {pring ; and the pro- 
ductions of the earth are here more fpeeay in 
heir growth, than in more fouthern countries. 

‘he heat in fummer 1s faid to be fometimes fa 

ntenfe as to fet: the woods in a flame, which 
prea ds many leagues, and can fear ‘cely be ftopt, 
Hill it meets with fome lake or ¥ ery large plain 3 

ut thefe conflagrations may brobably be oc+ 

afioned by the careleffnefs of thofe who burn 
he woods, in order to enrich the land with 
he afhes, and which being now contrary tq 
aw, they may perhaps by this pretence fcreen 
Vou. XX: E thera. 
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themfelves from fuffering the penalty. During 
the f{ummer, which lafts but about three months 
the fields are cloathed with a variety of flow 
ers, and the whole country overfpread wit 
ftrawberries, rafberries, bilberries, and the like, 
which grow upon every rock. In their gar 
dens, melons are in dry years brought to per 
fection; but apricots, peaches, and: other wall 
fruit, are almoft as fcarce as oranges. The 
have cherries of feveral forts, and ome tolera: 

ly geod, which cannot be faid of their apples 
pears, and plums, which are neither common 
nor well tailed: but they have plenty of all 
kinds of roots, which greatly contribute to tl 
nourifhment of the inhabitants. 

The fun in the midft of fummer 1s at Stock 
holm eighteen hours and a half above the hon 
zon, and for fome weeks affords a continua 
day. In the middle of winter the days aré 
propertionabiy fhort, the fun being up only 
five hours and a haif; but the abfence of tha 
great luminary is fupplied by the moon, the 
whitenefs of the fnow, and the clearnefs of the 
fky, io that travelling by night 1s as ufual as 
by day; and journeys are as frequently begun 
in the evening as m the morning. The wan 


of the fun’s heat is repaired by ftoves withi 


doors, and warm furs abroad ; inftead of which 
the meaner fort ufe fheep- kins with the wool 
on, ana other fuch defences from the weather; 
and are genera'ly better provided’with cloat 


ing iuitabie to their condition, than the com- 


mon peopic in the milder climates ci Luropi 
Though whea any regleét or failure happens 


ly 
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ufually proves fatal, and occafions the lofs 
f the nofe, or. fome other member, and fome- 
imes of life’; unlefs the ufual remedy of ex- 
belling the froft be applied, when it has feized 
ny part, which is to remain in the cold, and 
o rub the part affected with fnow, till the 
ylood returns to it again. 

The cattle, as in other northern countries, 
re generally {mall, nor can the breed be im- 
proved by bringing i in larger from abroad, for 
hey foon degenerate ; becaute, i in fummer, the 
prafs is much lefs nowrifhing than in the places 
rom whence they came; and in winter they 
re ufually half ftarved for want of fodder, 
hich often falls fo very fhort, that the people 
re forced to unthatch the houfes to keep their 
attle alive. The coarfe wool of their fheep 

s only fit to make cloathing,for the peafants : 
owever, their horfes, efpeciatly thofe of Fiz- 
and, are hardy, vigorous, ftrong, fure-footed, 
nd trot nimbly, which is of great ufe to the 
cople, on account of the length of the win- 
er, and the fitnefs of thefe horfes for fiedges, 
heir only carriages in that feafon ; and the fol- 
iers pretend, that their horfes are able to break 
body of the beit Germaz horfe. 

Bears, elks, deer, and hares are here hunted 
mcr their flefh; as are wolves, foxes, wild cats, 
¢. for their furs and hides. The inhabitants 
unt with lefs ceremony than is ufed in other 
laces, taking all advantages of fhooting their 


pem@ame, at which they are generally very dex- 


ymerous. ‘They have but few parks, and thofe 
beanly flocked, the charge of feeding deer all 
KE 2 winter, 


4o A DESCRIPTION of 


winter, exceeding the profit. There are ni 
rabbits here, but what are brought from abroad 
and kept tame. In winter the foxes and fquir 
rels become grey, and the hares as white a 
{now. | 

Wild and tame fowl are very plentiful and 
good, except fuch as feed on fifh. The mof 
common .are keders and orras, the former:of 
the fize of a turkey, and the other of a hen 
as alfo partridges, and a bird fomewhat refem 
bling them called yerpers. In winter ar 
taken great numbers of {mall birds, as black 
birds, thrufhes, and fydenfcwans, the laft are 
of the fize of fieldfgres, but better meat ; the 
are {uppofed to come from Lapland, and have 
very beautifyl feathers, fome of which are tiy 
ped with fcarlet. They have but few wood 
yigeons, on account of the hawks, and-have 
no houfe- pigeons, except fuch as are kep 
tame, Eagles, hawks, and other rapacio 
fowls abound moft in the northern and defar 
parts. 
_ ‘The many lakes of this country afford 
variety of fifh, as falmon, pike, trout, perch 
tench, eels, and many forts unknown in othe 
countries, of which the moft numerous is the 
fireamling, a fifh lefs than a pilchard, taken u 
great quantities, falted in barrels, and diftn 

uted all over the country. ‘Thefe lakes art 
alfo of great ufe for the convenience of cat 
‘riage by boats in fummer, and in fledges } 
winter. Befides; in them, and on the fea-coalt 
are almoft innumerable iflands of different fizes 
of which there are in Saveden above 6000 tha 

aly 
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e inhabited: the reft are either bare rocks or 
overed with woods. 

A great part of the country is taken up with 
oods and forefts. The trees, which moftly 
onfift of pines, fir, beach, juniper, birch, al- 
er, and a few oaks, grow in many places al- 
noft clofe together, and lying to rot where the 
all, the woods are fcarce paflable. Thefe, 
owever, afford a plentiful and cheap firing, 
nd being generally very ftrait and tall, are 
afily converted into timber. 

Of the mines in Saveden, there 1s one of fil- 
er, into which the workmen are let down in 
bafkets to the firft floor, which is 105 fathoms 
nder ground. ‘I’he roof is as high as a church, 
upported by vaft arches of oak: thence the 
lefcent is by ladders or bafkets to the loweft 
mine, which is about 40 fathoms deeper. 

The copper mine is about 80 fathoms deep, 
und of great extent; but is fubject to damage 
yy the falling in of the roof; yet that is fome- 
Imes recompencéd by the abundance of ore 
yielded by the ruined pillars. ‘Tie occafion of 
hefe falls is afcribed to throwing the earth 


“mend ftones brought out of the mine upon the 


4 


pround over it, by which means the pillars be- 
ome overcharged and give way. ‘The copper 


@ennually made out of th:s mine amounts to the 


alue of about 200,0o00/, but a fourth part of 
his copper belongs to the King. . 

There are great numbers of iron mines and 
forges, efpecially in the mountainous parts, 
vhere the people have the convenience of wa- 
ter-falls to turn their mills. ‘Thefe mines not 

B 3 only 
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only fupply the country; but there is year] 
exported iron to the value of 300,000/. 

‘The inhabitants, from their breathing ! 
healthful, dry, and fharp air, enjoy a vigorau 
conititution, which being co4firmed by a hard 
education, coarfe diet, and hard lodgings, ena 
bles them to endure whatever uneafy circum. 
ftances befal them, better than thofe who ar 
born in a more moderate climate, and ar 
brought up with greater foftnefs and indul. 
gence. ‘hus they feem better qualified for 3 
life of labour and fatigue, than for the culti 
vation of the arts. 

The nobility, for the moft part, apply them- 
felves to a military life, in which they are more 
famous for their courage, and énduring hard- 
fhips, than for their ftratagems. ‘They have 
a graceful deportment, and make the beft ap. 
pearance they are able, endeavouring to gait 
re{fpect by the extraordinary number of their 
attendants, the magnificence of their houfes, 
and the richnefs of their apparel, rather than 
by the pientifuinefs of their tables, or other 
occafions lefs liable to attract the obfervation 
of the public. They feldom or never accept of 
any employnients in the church, or defcend to 
the practice of law or phyfic, or the exercile 
of any trade. 

The common foldiers endure cold, hunger, 
Jong marches, and fatigue to admiration. ‘The 
peaiants, when fober, are very obfequious and 
ye{peciful; but drink makes them mad and un- 
governabie. Moft of them live in a very poot 
condition, and are taught by neceflity to Prag 

| : tule 
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fe feveral arts in a rude manner, as making 
eir fhoes, cloaths, the feveral inftruments of 
ufbandry, and other neceffaries which they 
annot. {pare money to buy. 

The women while young have generally fair 
omplections, tolerable features, and are well 
aped ; they are fruitful, and feldom fail of 
aving a numerous ifflue; but they are no 
here made greater drudges ; for the meaner 
ort, befides the ordinary offices of the fex, are 
ut to plow and thrafh out the corn, to row in 
oats, and to bear burthens at the building of 
oufes, and on other occafions. 

Marriagés are here entirely governed by the 
ill of the parents, and founded fo much upon 
ntereft, that the inclination of the parties is 
ttle regarded. ‘The nation is not much trou- 
led with the’ extravagances of lovers, and 
herefore ftealing of matches 1s f{carce heard of 
nan age; nor can the church give a licence 
o marry without the publication of the bans. 
lowever, domeftic quarrels rarely happen, and 
iore feldom become public, the hufbands being 
s apt to keep the authority in their hands, as 
he wives by nature, cuftom or neceflity, are in- 
lined to be obedient: divorces and other fepa- 
ations between man and wife feldom happen, 
xcept among: the inferior fort, when the inno- 
ent party is allowed to marry again. Coultin- 
fermans are not permitted to marry without the 
ing’s difpenfation, which is rarely refufed. 

Their wedding entertainments are generally 
ore pompous and expenfive than the people 
able to afford; for the excefs of that one 


day 
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day frequently involves them in inconveniene: 
that laft many years. This is alfo obfervab| 
in their funeral folemnities, which are ufuall 
accompanied with miore jollity and feattin 
than is fuitable to the occafion. 'To gain tim 
to prepare for them, they fometimes renioy 
the corpfe to a vault within, or adjoining t 
their churches, where it remains unburied f 
a confiderdble time. 
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Of the Cities of Stockholm, Upfal, and Lun 


den; and an Account of the Political Confi 
tution of Sweden. 


WEDEWN has but few cities of conf 

quence except Stockholm, the capital of th 
kingdom, fituated on the lake Me//er, near th 
Baltic. ‘The accefs to it by fea is extremel 
cifiicult, from the great number of fmall ifland 
that lie before the entrance of the harbour 
and fecure it from any infults on that fide. It 
is neither walled nor fortified by art; for its 
ftrong by nature, having a dangerous fea on 
one fide, and the lake Me//er on the other, and 
on the land fide are fuch hills and rocks, that 
it can only be approached by certain paiffes, that 
may be defended by a {mall force againft a mu 
merous army. ‘This city is in a manner thir 
flaple of Sweden, to which mott of the good 
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their Own growth, ‘as copper, iron; wire, 
tch, tar, mafts, deals, Jc. are brought to 
> exported. ‘The greateft part of the com- 
odities imported from abroad, come to this 
ert, where the haven, though difficult of en- 
ance, is capable of receiving 1000 fhips, and 
ofe of the largeft fize lie clofe to the quay, 
hich is near an Englifh mile in length, where 

ey are fo fecure from the wind, that the 

eed neither anchors nor cables to hold them : 
owever, the harbour is not only blocked up 
y the ice four or five months in the year; but 
e different winds neceffary to carry a fleet 
ut, require a great deal of time, and there is 
o tide to help them; fo that an enemy might 
eftrov the whele coafi, before the Swedes could 
put to fea; on which account the royal navy is 
lways ftationed at Carel/croon. 'The city ex- 
ends over the whole ifland of Stockholm, which 
only about a mile and a half in circumfer- 
nce: but the fuburbs on the continent, with 
he buildings on the other iflands, render it a 
onfiderable place. | 
Stockholm was about 300 years ago only a 
barren ifland, with two or three cottages of 
fhermen ; but upon the building of a caftle 
pon it, to ftop the inroads of the Ruffans, 
and the removal of the court thither, it by de- 
prees furpaffed the more ancient cities, and has 
now all that is neceffary to render it one of the 
meineit cities in the north: for befides the ifland 
of Stockholm, there are five other {mail iflands 
ult upon, and joined to it by bridges ; thefe 
mere Ridderfoolm, Konning /oolm, Hoglgndpaes 
| , CDipe~ 
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Schipfbolm, and Ludduggarfland, which are fre 
quently confidered as part of the city: im th 
firft is the cloifter church, as it is called, an 
feveral fine gardens. Hogland/holm is the quar 
ter of the mechanics. In Schipfbolw is th 
court of admiralty, the arfenal, and magazine 
of naval ftores. Ludduggarfland is covered with 
pleafure-houfes and gardens, and here alfo i 
the King’s park, menageries, Jc. ‘The fouth 
fuburb on the continent, which is joined to th 
city by a bridge, has a noble exchange, an 
contains the houfes of the merchants; and the 
other fuburb to the north of the city is joine 
to it by two bridges. 

In the ifland of Stackholm is the fenate-houf 
the court of chancery, the criminal college, 3 
noble library, and nine churches, built with 
brick and covered with copper. ‘The fenate. 
houfe is a very ftately pile, and one of the finel 
edifices in the kingdom: it is, as it were, but 
one large pavilion, adorned on the outfide with 
marble ftatues and columns, and within with 
pictures and fculptures ; efpecially two large 
halls where the nobility meet. Next to this 
palace is that of the Lord High Chancellor; 
and a little farther are two other palaces be- 
longing to noblemen, all built in the fame 
tafte, and covered with copper; as are like- 
wife feveral other of the houfes of the nobility. 
The bank is alfo a noble pile of building. 

Among the churches, that of St. Nicholas 1 
the largeft and moft magnificent, it being fup- 
ported by marble pillars, covered with copper, 
and adorned with a great number of tombs of 


different 
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ifferent kinds of marble. The ftatue of St, 

ree corge On horfeback trampling on a dragon is 
thmhuch admired. ‘This is the hiftory of his de- 
n@mvering Cleodolinda, daughter of the King of 
atm ydia, and twelve other devoted virgins, from 
thie fury of the dragon; and Cleedolinda is feen 
neMmneeling, with her hands lifted up, returning 
itimmanks to their preferver. Over the altar isa 
) Wm binet finely gilt, on which is a table of a py- 
uti midal form, with-fwe fhelves of. maffy filver, 
the herein are the following hiftories in baffo re- 
andmmevo: on the firit is the nativity of Chri: on 
thle fecond, his laft fupper: on the third, his 
nedmmucifix: on the fourth, his burial ; and on the 
th, his refurrection. Thefe are all of filver, 
ufommmd on the top is a {mall ftatue of the fame me- 
, ie!, about two feet high, reprefenting the afcen- 
vitilgon. ‘Ihere are other filver ftatues of the fame 
ateMmeioht accompanying them, as that of Mo/es 
nei™™ith the two tables, Fob the Baptift with a 
ofs and lamb, and the Evangelifts with the 

vith imals ufually affigned them by ftatuaries and 
vithBinters, athe! maffy filver, weighing together 
irgeM™cut 30,008 ounces. On the right fide of 
thisfmee altar is a large picture of paradife and hell, 
orjmeaching from the pavement to the roof; and 
ithe left fide of the altar is painted the cru- 
ameMmixion. ‘Chis church is very rich in plate, and 
ike-M™s particularly a cup of beaten gold embel- 
lity Led with jewels, which, according to Mr. 
itreye, 1s worth no le{s than 40,000 crowns. 

as iMac other churches do not appear to have any 
fup- Meng remarkabie; only they are generally co- 
per,mmecd with copper, have very lofty fpires, and 
s Of inflead 
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inftead of bells have very mufical chimes 
their fteeples, which play upon feftivals, : 
other folemn occafions. 

The city, on one fide, affords a profpett ov 
the lake, and on the other over the harbou 
which being almoft enclofed by rocks, refen 
bles another lake, the water of which 1s fo |; 
tle brackifh that it may be drank, which 
owing to the great quantities of frefh wat 
that runs into it from the lake. 

Moft of. the burghers houfes are built wi 
brick, except in the fuburbs, where they: 

of timber, and are therefore in danger of f 
which when it once gets a-head, deftroys: 
before it. ‘They fometimes fend the dime 
fions of the houfe they intend to build to Fi 
land, where the walls and {feveral” feparatia 
are built of pieces of timber laid one up 
another, and joined at the corners, and afte 
wards marked, taken down, and fent by wa 
to Stockholm, there to be fet up and finifhei 
and when they are kept in good repair they: 
warmer, cleaner, and more healthful than the 
of either brick or ftone. 

The next city we fhall mention is Uj 
which is fituated on the river Sa/a, 42 miles 
the north-weft of Stockholm. Tis a very 3 
cient city, and was formerly the captial of! 
north, «and the feat of the King. ’Tis * 
univerfity, and the fee of an Archbith 
is divided into two parts by the river, on 
is here pretty broad, and fo hard frozen up 
February, that a fair is annually kept upon! 
The town. is large, but without any confid 
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ble fortifications: however, on a fteep hill 
bove the city is a beautiful cattle, buil; after 
e Italian manner, that has a noble profpect 
ver the city, which it commands, and of the 
hole country. 

The buildings of the city are generally of 
ood, except the palace of the -Archbifhop, and 
he houfes of fome cf the principal citizens, 
which are of brick. ‘Travellers ufualilv take 
notice of the cathedral, the library, and phyfic 
rarden, as. moft worthy of obfervation. The 
athedral is a fine piece of Gothic architecture, 
747 feet long, 140 broad, and 230 feet high 
rom the pavement to the vaulted roof, which 
s covered’ with copper; this is efleemed the 
ineft church in the whole kingdom. Here are 
etombs of many of the Kings and Queens. 
of Saveden, feveral of which are adorned with. 
tatues of white marble. 

Lunden was formerly a confiderable city, in 
which were 22 churches, and an univerfity that 
as been fuppreffed. It is but a few. miles 
liftance from the fea-fhore, and ftands oppo- 
ite to Copenhagen, from which it is about 24 
iles difiant to the eait. The cathedral of St. 
Lavsrence is. a magnificent ftructure with a 
igh ipire, which ferves the failors for a land- 
mark; The altar is very beautiful, but what 
noit engages the attention of ftrangers is its 
urious clock, which not only fhews the hour, 
lay, month, and year, tcgether with all the 
eltivals in the year; but every hour two horfe- 
nen come forth, and encounter each other, 
ving fo many blows as the hammer ftrikes 
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upon the bell: then a door opens, difcovering 
the Virgin Mary fitting on a throne, with Cdri 
in her arms, and the wife men paying thei 
homage to. him, two trumpeters founding 
the while. 

There are a few other cities in this kingdo 
but we do not find they contain any thing ve 
extraordinary, and worthy the notice of th 
Curious reader. 

The crown of Saveden was anciently elective; 
but the great Guffavas I. who. afcended the 
throne in 1523, and introduced the reforma 
tion, rendered it hereditary.: Char/es XI. made 
Sweden an abfolute monarchy, and his fon 
Charles XII. ftvained his authority to the highel 
degree ci de{potic power: but upon his death, 
an immediate change was made-in the govern 
ment, and on the.acceffion of his fifter U/rica 
Eleonora, in 1718, to the crown, fhe renounce 
all abfolute and defpotic power, and the go. 
vernment was reftored to its ancient form. In 
1720, at her defire, her hufband, the Prince ot 
Heffe, was elected King ; and at his death, th 
prefent King was raifed to the throne; but th 
power of the fovereign of Sweden is, in many 
refpects, as limited as that of a Doge of Vezice; 
for he has. fcarcely any of the prerogatives 0 
royalty. The ftates of the kingdom, who con- 
cur in the making of laws, are compofed 0 
the deputies from the nobility, the clergy, the 
burghers, and the peafants: the concurrence 
of thefe feem indeed necefiary to the preferv2 
tion of the liberties of the pcople ; and not 1n- 

| confiitent 
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onfiftent with the juft rights of the monarch : 
ut the King 1s alfo obliged to fubmit to the de- 
srminations of the fenate, who have not only 
uthority to give their advice in all affairs of 

portance ; but in fome cafes to admonifh, 
nd even over-rule him, who is not at liberty 
o tranfact any bufinefs of confequence, with- 
ut the concurrence of the majority of them. 
[hey are indeed chofen by the King; but their 
yath rather expreffes their fidelity to the king- 
lom than to the King. Their office is for life, 
ind as the people look upon them the protec- 
ors of the liberty and privileges of the nation, 
he fovereign power and majefty of the ftate is 
propetly lodged in that body; both war and 
peace depend on them, and therefore not only 
uttempts upon their perfons, but defaming them 
s accounted treafon. 

The laws of Sweden are reduced to a {mall 
ompafs, and compiled into a body: hence the 
mexpence of law-fuits are extremely moderate. 
Meiiies to eftates are here rendered fecure by 
the regiiters that are kept of all fales and al- 
erations ; the purchafer running the hazard of 
having an after-bargain take place of his, if 
ne omits recording his tranfa¢tion in the pro- 
per court. ‘Treafon, murder, adultery, burn- 


i-feng of houfes, and the like heinous crimes, are 


punthed with death ; but the punifhment of 
Mohver, and ftealing is perpetual flavery.. The 
¢Mriminal is condemned to work all his life for 


aMhe King, at the fortifications or other drudge- 


‘My, and has always an iron collar about his 
I .F2 neck 
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neck, with a bow coming over his head, t 
which a bell is faftened, that rings as he gos 


along. 


If a party be killed in a duel, the furvive 
is punifhed with death, and the memory d 


- both is rendered infamous. If neither be kil 


led, they are both imprifoned for two year 
and obliged to live on bread and water; the 
are alfo fined 1000 crowns: or one year’s im. 
prifonment and z000 crowns. On the othe 
hand, reparation of honour, in cafe of an af 
front, is referred to the national court, wher 
recantation, and public begging of pardon, | 
ufually inflited. 
The Lutheran religion has been eftablithei 
in Sweden ever fince the reformation; and nt 
other is tolerated.. All orders of men agre 
in a conftant attendance on divine fervice 
without any nice enquiries into difputabl 
points, either of their own tenets or thofe a 
other religions. The church is governed } 
one Archbifhop and ten Bifhops, whofe reve 
nues are very moderate. ‘There are two uml 
verfities, one at Up/al, and the other at Ab 
a town in Finland. In the former, which | 
the principal, the ordinary number of ftuden 
amount to about 7 or 800, fifty of whom art 
maintained by the King; and a few othe 
were formerly fupported by the nobility ; but 
thofe in both univeriities who cannot fubii 
of themfelves, fpend the vacation in begging 
charity in the diocefe to which they belong 
and ufually receive corn, butter, dried fih 


or Alefh, upon which they fabfit at the uni- 
erfity the reft of the year. In ‘each diocefe 
here is a free-fchool, where boys are fitted 
for the univerfity, and other fchools to which 
hildren are fent to learn to read, write, and 
fing their prayers; and few want this degree 


of education. 
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Of Denmark iz general, and piidhicularly of she 
Ifland of Zealand ; its Produce and Climate: 
2 Defeription of Copenhagen, Elfeneur, and 
Frederickfburg ; the Peninfula of Jutland, the 
Caftle of eae & and the Ifland of Funen. © 


HE country properly called Dexmarf, 
confifts of Futland, part of the dutchy 
of Slefwick, and feveral iflands in the Baltic 


* We have omitted in the account given by this great 
author, whatever appears to be dictated by partialicy,. and 
have improved this article, with the obfervations of later 
writers, which as ufual we have diftinguifhed by inclofing 
them in crotchets. 

fea, 
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The peninfula of Jutland is the largeft 

nd moft fertile of the countries included un- 
or the name of Denzmarf; but the iflands are 
ore confiderable on account of their fituation, 
pecially Zealand, becaufe it contains Copen- 
agen, the capital of Denmark; and the famous 
aflage of the Sound is bordered by its fhore, 
here, on the narroweft part, ftands the town 

Elfeneur. , 

Zealand is almoft of a circular figure, and 
out 180 Englife miles in circumference ; but 
produces no bread-corn, except rye, of which 
oft of their bread is made. It has few mea- 
ows, and has no want of good hay; though 
oft of the grafs, which 1s fhort and {weet, 
rows by the fides of the corn fields, or in fome 
narfhy {pots of ground. It has no rivers, nor 
bove half a fcore brooks able to turn a mill: 
mut there are a great number of fine lakes fuf- 
ciently ftored with fifth. The air is but in- 
iferent, efpecially at Copexhagen; which is 
cafioned by its low fituation and frequent 
fees. The inhabitants burn beach-wood for | 
heir firing, which is the only fort of timber 
rees that abound in the ifland. About one 4th 
art of it is foreft, lying open for the King’s 
lunting and game, as ftags, wild boars, and 
oe-bucks, which are held fo facred, that no- 


Mody dare touch them, though they find them 


n whoie herds deftroying their corn. ay 
The face of the land is agreeably diverfified 
ith little hills, woods, and lakes. The cattle 
are generally {mall and lean, and are kept 
ithtn doors feven or eight months in the year ; 

where 
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where they are fed partly with hay, and part 
with brewers grains, roots, weeds, and fu 
trafh as their owners can provide for them; 
but in fummer time their beef is {weet an 
juicy. ; 

Throughout all Denmark there are but ty 
feafons in the year, winter and fummer ; 
more agreeable ones of {pring and autumn ao 
being commonly known; the fpring neve 
and the autumn feldom ; the tranfitions fron 
cold to heat, and from heat to cold being er 
tremely fudden. During the months of Fun 
Fuly, and Auguff ~ the weather is much warme 
than in Exgland, and very fultry in the night 
but it is a gloomy heat, and in the day tim 
people generally perceive fome interpofition 0 
thick vapours between them and the fun. ‘ 
Copenhagen, during thefe three months, th 
are conitantly troubled with the plague of flies 
which they endeavour to deftroy by a poifonet 
water; upon the fprinkling of which in thei 
kitchens and chambers, I] have feen whol 
bufhels of dead flies {wept together in ont 
room. 

The only city worthy of notice in this ifland 
and indeed of all Denmaré, is the city of 
penhagen, there being no other in the King 
whole dominions much better than our town¢t 
St. Alban’s. Copenhagen is neither a very an 
cient, nor a very large place ; it approaching 
nearett to Briffol of any of our Engl cities 
but its excellent port, renders its fituation fo 
trade one of the beft in the world.- It is fur 
rounded with fortifications, and the port i i 

C1010 
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lofed by the bulwarks of the town, the en- 
rance being fo narrow, that but one fhip can 

nafs at atime: and this entrance is every night . 
hut up with a ftrong boom ; the citadel on one 
ide, and’on the other a good block -houfe well 
urnifhed with cannon, command the mouth. 
Vithin this haven rides the royal navy, every 
hip having her place affigned her ; a wooden 
pallery ranges round the whole inclofure where 
he fleet lies, and extending over the water, 
he fhips may be viewed from it 1n as eafy and 
ommodicus a manner as 1f they lay on dry 
and. This harbour is capacious enough to 
old 500 fail, out of the reach of ftorms and 
empefts. {But it has been found that their 
ortifications cannot protect them from a bom- 
bardment at fea, nor are they always fecure on 
at fide againit the attacks of a land army ; 
or the Baltic has been fo hard frozen, that the 
}wedes have drawn their artillery over the ice, 
nd laid fiege to the city.} The buildings of 
openhagen are generally very mean, they being 
ormed of a kind of cage-work, with the inter 
als between the timbers filled up with brick., 
Phe public edifices, and particularly the pa- 
ace, formerly made a very indifferent appear- 
nce; and feveral of the noblemen were infi- 
itely better lodged than the royal family. [But 

m2 the 28th of O@ober, 1728, the city was re-— 
~ meuced to afhes, and this conflagration has con- 
@mnibuted greatly to its beauty ; for it rofe again 
1amore magnificent form; the houfes were 
wit with brick and free-ftone, and the King 
iseretted a very noble palace. ‘The royal 
mufeum 
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mufeum here contains an admirable colledi 
of curiofities both natural and artificial, pr 
ferved in eight chambers over the royal libre 
which is large and well furnifhed. One { 
thefe rooms is wholly taken up with medal 
which are very judicioufly arranged. Amon 
the natural curiofities, one of the moft remark 
able is a petrified child, which was cut out 
the mother’s belly at the city of Sens in Fran 
in the year 1582, after having lain there be 
tween 20 and 30 years. This foetus was f 
carried to Paris, where it was fold to a jewell 
of Venice, who happened to be there, for abo 
20/. iterling ; of whom it was afterwards p 
chafed by Frederic IIL. King of Denmarf’, f 
6o/. and addéd to this collection. That iti 
not artificial is evident beyond all difpute. II 
head, fhoulders and belly are of a whitith c 
lour, and nearly refemble alabafter; the bac 
and Joins are hard and brown ; but from th 
hips downward it is of a red colour, and pe 
fect ftone, exactly refembling the hard fort ge 
nerated in the bladder. 

In this fine colleétion are feveral large piect 
of filver ore, dug ont of the mines of Norwg 
in 1666, one of which weighs 560 pound 
and is valued at 5000 crowns: auother pied 
1s valued at about 3000; both being fuppolt 
to conta: Mat leaft three parts filver. ‘hey at 
compofed of a whitifh ftone, the cavities 0 
which feem to be filled with pure virgin filver 
in fome places lying in broad flat plates, aul 
in Others like pieces of fine filver lace: bi 
what are moft admired, are the threads @ 

branche 


D EB NM A R &. 59 
anches of filver which fhoot oat an inch or 
o beyond the ftone, in the form of fmall 
rubs or bufhes. Here are alfo feveral large 
jeces of amber, fome weighing 40 or 50 
nces; which upon opening the ditches about 
openhagen, were found fticking to the fides of 
d trees that were buried there, like the gum 

the,plam-trees in our gardens. 

| Among the artificial curiofities, 1s a fkeleton 
f ivory, two. feet fix inches high, fo nicely 
prmed that it 1s fearcely to be diftinguifhed 
om a natural one. Another piece of ivory 
ontains the hiftory of our Saviour’s pafhén, 
eautifully expreffed in relievo. There is like- 
ife a jmall man of war in ivory, with filver 
uns, which is much admired, as 1s alfo.a 
watch made of ivory. There are befides many 
ther curiofities in ivory, ebony, box, amber, 
nd other materials, kept for the fake of the 
legance or minutenefs of the workmanfhip; 
ind it is faid, that there 1s a common cherry- 
one, on the furfate of which are engraven 
220 heads; but their fmallnefs makes them 
ppear imperfect and confufed. 

The fciences now begin to flourtfh at Copen- 
bagen; learning is encouraged and makes great 
advances, and that city has a royal academy 

fciences, which nearly refembles the Royak 
pociety Of London. 

The houfes of Copenhagen, do not take up 
above half the ground inciofed by the fortifi- 
ations. The ifle of mack, which 1s fepa-~ 
rated from the city only by a {mall channel of 
the fea, is united to it by feveial bridges, that 

afford 
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afford an eafy communication; and in thi 
ifland is what is called the New Town, whi 
confifts of about 4 or 500 houfes, and co 
tains the arfenal, the mint, the exchange, an 
the caitle.. This little ifland, which 1s oni 
about fix miles in length, is called the garde 
of Copenhagen, and is efteemed the moft fertil 
{pot in Denmark. It was given long ago t 
feveral families who came from North Hollam 
to make butter and cheefe for the court, an 
their defcendants. ftill retain the habit, lar 
guage, and cultoms of their predeceffors, to 
gether with their cleanlinefs and induftry ; fa 
they will not mix with the Danes, but inter 
marry with each other. This ifland, through 
the .nduftr; of thefe laborious people, pler 
tifel y upolics the markets of Cofe:hagn 
with al! forts of roots and herbs ; befides but 
ter, milk, great quantities of corn, and fom 
hay: . 
[ Elfeneur 1s about twenty miles north 0 
Copenhagen, and is defended by the neighbour 
ing caftle of Cronendurg, which commands tha 
fide of the Sound, as Helfinburg does the other 
Every fhip that paffes this ftreight muft ftrikt 
fail at Cronenburg, and fteer to the town, t 
compound for the cuftom, under the penalt 
of forfeiting he veffel and cargo. The caitl 
Of Cronenburg is 4 or 500 paces diftant frott 
Eljeneur, and is built on obkken piles, in f 
fold a manner, that itis able to fupport th 
fury of the tide, which fometimes beats againll 
‘it with great violence. It forms a large fquar 
court, and was adorned with fine ftacues: the 
apart 
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partments were alfo very fplendid : it is even 
retended that not only the locks of the doors, 
ut the-very pipes of the ciftern that fupplied 
he garrifon with water, were all of filver, be- 
ore it was plundered by the, Sawedes. ‘This, 
owever, is very improbable, and is doubtlefs 
omore than a vulgar error. ‘It has four little 
pwers at each corner, covered with copper ; 
ut the caftle, with the chapel, fteeple, and 
rnaments are all going to decay. ‘The land- 
de is fecured by five baftions and a half. 

Frederickfourg is a {mall town 20 miles to the 
orth-weft of Gopenhagen, and 18 to.the fouth- 
et of El/eneur. ‘This place is famous for the 
ne palace that ftands near it, which is called 
he moft beautiful and delightful of any be- 
meing to the King, and is generally called 
e Verfailles of Denmark. Vhis palace ftands 
n an ifland in the mid of afmalllake. Here 
as formerly the feat of a private gentleman ; 
ut King Frederic II. being charmed with its 
tuation, bought it, and began to erect the 
alace, which was finifhed by his fon Chri/tiern 

This ftructure ftands on piles, and con- 
ts of a very magnificent front, with two large 
ings, that contain. feveral grand apartments. 
he gallery that leads to the hall of audjence © 
adorned with a fine coljeCtion of paintings, 
oft of them brought from J/ra/y; and the hall 
hung with the pictures of feveral-of the Da- 
/o Kings, and #f the prefent royal family, 
Me larcc as the life. The exploits of fome of 
ee monarchs are alfo beautifully painted in‘, 
hampverent parts of the palace, and the great ac- 
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tions of Chriftiern IV. are reprefented inn 
tapeftry. ‘The chapel is covered with gilt a 
per, and on the infide embellifhed with pait 
ings and other ornaments, among which 
theftatues of the twelve Apoitles in filver; ; 
it is faid the locks, bolts, &c. were of filv 
before it was plundered bythe Swedes.” The 
is a fine garden behind the palace, and in 
lake is a kind of terrace, raifed on piles, whi 
coft 100,o00 crowns. ‘The neighbouring pu 
is about nine miles long, interipeffed with« 
nals and fifh-ponds, and agreeably diver 
with a mixture of grafs-plats, little hills, 2 
valleys, well ftocked with fallow-deer fr 
England. | 

The peninfula of Futland, part of the Ci 
brica Cherfonc/us, compofes the largeft part 
the kingdom of Denmark. 'The foil of Nor 
Jutland, which alone is included ‘in that kiy 
dom, is not very fertile; but abounds in catth 
great numbers of which are purchafed by t 
Dutch, when very lean, and tranfported to th 
own more fertile foil, where they foon .gr 
exceeding fat. ‘The fwine of this country } 
excellent and very numerous. Futland afior 
corn fufficient for the fupport of the inhab 
tants. ‘The moft fertile lands lie near the fe 
coaits, the inland parts being fuil of heath 
lakes, and woods. ‘The whole country 13 
vided into four bifhoprics; but the cities a 
towns make but an indifferent figure. | 

[South Futland, ufually called Sle/avie,! 
the moft fertile, but the Duke of Liaoljtein hd 
the joint dominion of a part of this “count 
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i in fome great towns and territories each 
s a diftinét dominion. The Duke, of Ho/- 
in’s capital 1s Gottorp; and though it is not 
bject to the crown of Denmark, it may not 
improper to give here a defcription of the 
irdens belonging to the caftle, which is not 
ly a fortrefs, but one of the nobleft palaces 

thefe northern countries. ) 
The caftle of Gottorp ftands on the weft of 
e river S/ey in the midft of a fmall lake, and 
built in the form of an oblong fquare. A 
ampart encompafies the firft court, and the 
ateof the caftle is of a fine blue ftone as hard 
smarble. On the north fide of this ftructure 
} a bridge over the lake, 200 paces in length, 
the end of which a pleafant walk between 
ows of trees leads to a fine garden adorned 
ith cafcades, fountains, and other water- 
orks. Particularly in a large bafon, is a fta- 
ue of Hercules combating the Hydra, whofe fe- 
en heads fpout water. Onthe north is a par- 
erre in the form of a creicent, divided into 
ompartments, and embellifhed with the butts 
of feveral Kings and Princes. But one of the 
oft curious ornaments of thefe gardens 1s a 
ne copper globe, ten feet and a half in dia- 
eter, with a fphere, exhibiting the motion 
of the fun and heavenly bodies, which are car- 
ried round in exaét order, by means Of certain 
heels turned by water. Before the houfe is 
a level piece of ground about 150 paces long, 
divided into three parts, thofe,on the fides 
being two fine parterres, and that in the mid- 
dle having a large bafon in the centre with fine 
G2 ; water- 
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watetr-works. From thence you afcend to dif 
ferent terraces, one above another, fet roun 
with ftatues, bufts and other ornaments. Th 
higheft terrace exhibits a moft delightful prof 
pect of the caftle, the furrounding lake, and: 
fine country; and on the othér hand, of a no 
ble orangery, and of the neighbouring park 
which is four or five miles in circumference, 
and well ftocked with deer. ] 

Among the iflands included under the nam 
of Denmark, is Funen, which is about 36 mile 
from eaft to weft, and 30 from north to fouth 
The foil is here fertile and well manured, an 
the country confifts of fmall fruitful hills 
fome of them well covered with woods. It is 
better peopled than Zealand. Much corn, ant 
great herds of black cattle are exported from 
thence, and the inhabitants have a good breed 
of horfes, and plenty of hogs. This iflands 
the appenage of the King’s eldeft fon, and the 
government of it is one of the moft confider- 
ble in the kingdom. There are feveral leffer 
iflands comprehended under the kingdom of 
Denmark ; but the moft extenfive part of this 
Prince’s dominions is Norway, of which we 
fhall hereafter give a particular defcription, 
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he Manner in which the Danes made a volun 
tary Surrender of their Liberty. Of the King’s 
Court, the Laws of Denmark, and che Cuf~ 
toms and Maxners of the People. 
d ENMARK was till lately governed by 
a King chofen by the people of all ranks ; 
ut in their choice, they paid a due regard to 
e family of the preceding Prince, and if 
hey found one’ of his line qualified for that 7 
igh honour, they thought it juft to prefer -F 
im before any other, and were pleafed when | 
hey had reafon to chufe the eldeft fon of their 
ormer King: but if thofe of the royal family 
ere deficient in abilities, or had rendered 
fer hem {elves unworthy by their vices, they chofe 
offfome other perfon, and fometimes a private 
thisMiman to that high dignity. : 
WES I’requent meetings of the ftates was a funda- 
ental part of the conftitution: in thofe meet- 
Ings every thing relating to the government 
vas tranfacted ; “good laws were enacted, and 
all affairs relating to peace and war, the difpo- 
lal of great offices, and contracts of marriage 
for the royal family, were debated. ‘The im- 
poling of taxes was purely accidental, no mo- 
hey bein g levied on the people except to main- 
P, Mittin a neceflary war with the advice and con- 
(7 4 feng 
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fent of the nation, or now and then by yw d 
of free-gift, to add to a daughter’s portiolini 
the king’s ordinary revenue confifting only iar 
the rents of his lands and demefnes, in his her 
of cattle, his forefts, fervices of tenants in culls: 
tivating his ground, Gc. for cuftoms on meme, 
chandize were not then known in that part @ier: 
the world: fo that he lived like one of ouwhe 
modern noblemen, upon the revenues of him 
eftate. It was his bufinefs to fee juftice infor 
partially adminiftered; to watch over the welll 
fare of his people, to command their armidiec 
in perion; to encourage induftry, arts, aniiihe 
learning; and it was equally his duty and infip 
tereft to keep fair with the nobility and gentry ‘| 
and to be careful of the plenty and profperyiipa 
of the commons. | he 
But in 1660, the three ftates, that is, thalhe 
nobility, clergy and commonalty, being affem#ien 
bled in order to pay and difband the troopiifhe 
which had been employed againf the Sawedefiiine 
the nobility endeavoured to lay the whole burifhe 
then on the commons, while the latter, whole: 
had defended their country, their Prince, andijur 
the nobility themfelves with the utmoft braqMKi 
very, infifted that the nobles, who enjoyed alu 
the lands, fhould at leaft pay their fhare of theimis 
taxes, fince they had fuffered lefs in the com- 
mon calamity, and done lefs to prevent itsjiMoi 
progrefs. | 
At this the nobility were enraged, and manyfho 
bitter replies pafled on both fides. At length 
the principal Senator itanding up, told thea 
Prefident of the city that the commons sa? Bn 
| under 
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| derftood the privileges of the nobiiity, nor. 
lolf/™nfidered, that they themfelves were no other 
} Wapan flaves. ‘The word Slaves was followed. 
cra agree murmur from the clergy and burgh- 
C : Nan/fon, the Prefident of the city of Copen-. 
net ie and {peaker of the houfe of commons, 
‘t@iMerceiving the general indignation it occafi- 
ed, inftantly arofe, and {wearing that the 
ommons were no flaves, which the nobility 
ould foon prove to their coft, walked out, 
vif lowed by the clergy and burghers, and pro- 
ni@meeding to-the brewers-hall, debated there on 
e moft effectual means of humbling the in- 
pportable pride of- the nobles. 
trim ‘The next morning the commons and clergy 
ijmmarched in great order to the council-houfe, 
here the nobles were again affembled, and 
e Prefident Naz/on made a fhort {peech, ob-. 
ommmervine that they had confidered the ftate of 
opine nation, and found that the only way to re- 
degmmedy the diforders of the ftate was to add ta 
urine power of the King, and render his crown 
vhofm@mereditary, in which if they thought fit to con- 
and@mmur they were ready to accompany them to the 
yras ing, whom they had informed of their refo- 
all@@ution, and who expected them in the hall of 
thesis palace. 
mM lhe fuddennefs of this propofal, and the re- 
itsMmOlution with which it was made, caufed a ge- 
eral confternation among the nobles. They 
ny mow endeavoured te footh the commons by fair 
th Mpeeches; and urged that fo important an af- 
the Mair fhould be managed with due folemnity, 
ler Mend chat it fhould be regulated in fuch a man- 
ets ner 
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ner that it might not have the appearance of 
tumult. To this the Prefident replied, thy 
they only wanted to gain time, in order to fruf 
trate the intentions of the commons; wht 
came not thither to confult, but to a&t. Af 
ter farther debate, the commons growin 
impatient, the clergy and burghers, led on ly 
their Bifhop and Prefident, proceeded without 
them to the palace; and were met by the prim 
minifter, who conducted them to the hall 
audience, whither the King‘foon came to them, 
‘The Bifhop made a long fpeech in praife of hi 
Majeity, and concluded with offering him a 
hereditary and abfolute dominion. ‘The King 
returned them his thanks; but obferved that 
the concurrence of the nobles was neceflary; 
he affured them of his proteftion, and pro. 
mifed to eafe their grievances. The nobles 
were all this while in the greateft diftraction; 
they could come to no refolution, and broke 
up in order to attend the funeral of a princ 
pal Senator; but while they were at a meee 
ficent dinner, which was ufually provided on 
fuch occafions, they were told that the city 
"Sol were fhut by the King’s orders, and the 

eys carried to court. ‘They were now filled 
with the apprehenfions of being all maffacred, 
and the dread of lofing their lives took away 
all thoughts of their liberty: they therefore 
immediately difpatched meflengers both to the 
court and to the commons, to give notice of 
their compliance. But the King being refolved 
to purfue the affair to the utmoft, would no 
fuffer the gates to be opened till the whole ce- 
fo ite: remony 
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nony of the inauguration was concluded. 
hree days time were neceflary to prepare mat- 
rs for the fatal hour in which they. were to 
ake a formal furrender of their liberty. Scaf- 
lds covered with tapeftry were erected in ‘the 
uare before the caftle; orders were given for 
efoldiers and burghers to appear in arms 
ider their refpective officers; and on the 27th 

OGober, in the morning, the King, Queen, 
d Royal Family being mounted on a theatre 
ected for that purpofe, and placed in chairs 
ftate under canopies of velvet, received pub- 
ly the homage of all the fenators, nobility, 
ergy, andcommons, which was performed on 
leir knees, each taking an oath faithfully to 
omote his Mayeity’s intereft in all things, 
dto ferve him faithfully as became hereditary 
bjects. Here one Ger/dorf, a principal Senator, 
as the only man who opened his mouth in 
half of their expiring liberties, faying, that 
> hoped and trufted that his Majefty defigned 
thing but the good of his people, and not 
) govern them after the Zurkz// manner; but 
hed his fucceffors might follow the example 
is Majefty would undoubtedly fet them, and 
hake ufe of that unlimited power for the good, 
nd not the prejudice of his fubjects. Not one 
{the reft fpoke a word, or feemed in the leaft 
> murmur at what was done. Thofe who had 
aid their homage now retired to the council- 
oufe, where the nobles were called over by 
ame, and ordered to fubfcrihe the oath they 
ad taken, which they all did. 
Thus 
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Thus in four days time the Kingdom of Dg 
mark was changed from a ftate but little dif 
rent from that of ariftocracy to that of an w 
Khmited monarchy. The only comfort the con 
mons had left, was to fee their former oppre 
fors almoft as much humbled as themfelve 
while all the citizens of Copenhagen have ob 
tained by itis, the infignificant privilege 0 
wearing fwords: fo that now not a cobler nor 
barber itirs abroad without one by his fide. Th 
clergy were indeed the only gainers; for thy 
reaped many advantages from this change. 
However, no enfigns of majefty appear: 
the court cf Denmark, except fuch as are mil 
tiry, as horfe and foot guards, yeomen, ati 
the found of drums and trumpets; but th 
badges of peace, as heralds, maces, th 
chancellor’s purfe, and the fword of ftate a 
here unknown. ‘The King fits down to dinnte 
with his Queen, children, relations, and gene 
ral officers of the army, till the round table & 
filled ; the court-marfhal inviting fometime 
one and fometimes another to eat with his Mag 
‘jefty, till all have had their turns in that h 
nour. A page in livery fays grace before aml 
‘after meat; for no chaplain appears here bi 
in the pulpit. The attendants are one or tw 
eo arenes and the reftlivery fervants. Th 
ettle drums and trumpets, which are range 
before the palace, proclaim aloud the very mi 
nute when the King fits down to table; bi 
the ceremony of the knee is not ufed to 
Majeily, hha: pak 
a Ever 
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Every winter, the {now is no fooner firm 
ough to bear, than the Danes take great de- 
ght in going in fledges; the King and court 
rft giving the example, and making feveral 
purs about the capital in great pomp, with ket- 
e drums and trumpets; their fiédges drawn 
horfes adorned with rich trappings; and 
arnefs full of fmall bells. After the court 
as thus opened the way, the burghers and 
thers ride -about the ftreets all night, wrap- 
ed up in their furt gowns, with each his female 
the fledge with him. 

What is moft admirable with refpe& to Dexs 
ark are its laws; which are founded on equity, 
nd are remarkable for their juttice, perfpecu- 
y, and brevity. Thefe are contained in one 
uarto volume wrote in the lanouage of the 
ountry with fuch plainnefs, that every man 
ho can read is capable of underftanding his 

n cafe, and pleading it too, if he pleafes, 
ithout the affiitance of either an attorney, or 
f counfe}, | 


The common people in general, throughout 


ll Denmar’, live very mean; the food of the 
urghers and citizens being rye-bread, falt-fith, 
ock-fifh, excellent bacon, and very bad cheefe ; 
nd the peafants live on roots, white meats, 

d rye-bread; feldom tafting freih fifth, and 
arce ever flefh, unlefs on fome extraordinary 
ftivals, as on St. Martin’s eve, when each 
amily in Denmark never fatls to make merry, 
nd to have a roaited goofe for fupper. How- 

et, the tables of the rich are ufually well 
urnuhed; but the meat is generally -lean. 


W eather 
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Weather mutton is very fearce, and feldoy 
good. Here are no pheafants, wocdcocks, rah 
bits, or fallow-deer; but you may fometiing 
meet with a {mall roe-buck in the market ; by 
itis alfo generally lean: the hares are howeve 
good. Sea fith are fcarce, and not good; lit 
the river fifh make amends, here being moj 
excellent carp, perch, and craw-fifh. One 
cannot expect extraordinary fruit fo far north, 
yet the gentry do not want fuch as are vel 
tolerable; and fome of the nobility have me 
lons, grapes, peaches, and all forts of fallad 
very early, and in great perfection. | 

The people are fond of drinking; the lf 
quors that are moft in vogue with the great ar 
Rbenifo wine, cherry-brandy, and all forts d 
French wine. ‘Tlie poor people who are able 
to indulge themfelves, do it in bad beer, and 
Danif brandy. 

The gentlemen and officers drefs very fplen- 
didly after the French mode; but the winter 
dreis of the ladies, which is Dazi/B, is very con 
venient and becoming. .The burghers, the 
fervants, and even the peafants are neat and 
cleanly; they love change of their ordinary 
white linen, wnich is here made cheap; the 
women employing their leifure hours in fpin- 
ning. 

‘i hey are fometimes contracted three, fout 
or mo:e years befo'e marriage. ‘The gentry 
give portions with their daughters; but the 
burghers aud peafants only give cloaths, hout 
hold goods, and a great wedding dinner ; which 
are all they part with till their death. Mag 
Oe ae nificent 
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nificent burials and monuments are much in 
requeft with the nobility; and it is ufual to 
keep the body of a perfon of quality in a vault, 
or the chancel of fome church, for feveral years 
together, till they have an opportunity to ce- 
lebrate the funeral. ‘I‘he poorer forc are buried 
in great thick chefts; and in the towns there 
are about a dozen common mourners belong- 
ing to each parifh, who are obliged to carfy 
and attend them to their graves. 

It is dificult for ftrangers to find conveni- 
ences Of lodging or eating in Denmaré# ; even 
in Copenhagen there are few or no lodgings to 
be let in private houfes; and in the taverns 
veople muit be content to eat and drink in a. 
public room, into which any other company 
may enter, and eat at another table; unlefsa 
perfon pretends to higher matters than ordi+ 
marys 
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Bifhop of Bergen, and. Member of the Royd 
Academy of Sciences at Copenhagen. — 
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Of the Climate and Monntains, with what th 
contain, particularly of the different Kinds 
Marble, and an Account of the Afbeftos, t 
Stone-flax : The Vegetables, and Animals| 
Norway. | 


HE climate of Noraay is much mor 
various than in-mott other European coum 
“tries, it exceeding 300 Norway miles * from 


* The common miles of Norway are computed to® 
about one fourth larger than a Girman mile, of neatl 
equal tq five or fix Engli/h miles. 

Capt 
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ape Linde/naes in the fouth, tothe north cape 
on the borders of Ruffa. In the fummer nights 
he horizon, when unclouded, is fo clear and. 
himinous, that at midnight one may read, write 
and do all kinds of ‘ork as in the day, and in 
the extremity of this country towards the iflands 
of Finmark, the fun is continually in view in, 
he midft of fummer, and is obferved to circu- 
late day and night round the north pole, con- 
rating its orbit, and then gradually enlarging 
t, tillat length it leaves the horizon. On the 
other hand, in the depth of winter the fun 1s 
nvifible for fome weeks; all the light per- 
ceived at noon’ being a faint glimmering of 
about an hour and a half’s continuance ; which, 
as the fun never appears above the horizon, 
chiefly proceeds from the reflexion of the rays on 
the higheft mountains, whofe fummits are feen 
more clearly than any other objects ; but the 
ife and bountiful Creator has granted the in- 
habitants all poffible affiftance, for befides the 
oon-fhine, which by reflection from the moun- 
tains is exceeding bright in the valleys, the 
people rec¢ive confiderable relief from the 4z- 
rora Borealis, or northern lights, which often 
afford them all the light neceffary to their or- 
linary Jabours. age dee 
On the eaft fide of Norway, the cold of win- 
er generally fets in about the middle of Ofo- 
er, and latts-till the middle of 4pri/. The 
vaters are congealed toa thick ice, and the 
ountains and valleys covered with fnow. 
owever, this is of fuch importance to the 
H2. welfare 
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welfare of the country, that in a mild winter, 
the peafants who hve among the mountain 
are ‘cor fiderable fufferers ; for without this f. 
vere frottand-fnow, they can neither convey 
the tamber ‘they have felled to the rivers, not 
carry their corn, - butter,’ furrs, ‘and other com. 
modities, in their fledges, to the market-towns, 
and after the fale of them carry back the necefh. 
ries they they are fupplied with. For the largef 
rivers, with their roaring cataracts, are arreftedin 
their cour{e by the froft, and the very fpittle 1s no 
fooner out of the mouth than it 1s-congealed, 
and rolls along the ground like hail. But the 
wife Creator has given the inhabitants of thi 
cold climate a greater variety of prefervative 
againit the weather than moft countries afford 
Extenfive foreits fupply them with plenty of 
timber for building, and for fuel: the wool of 
the fheep, and the furrs and fkins of wild beafts, 
furnifh them with warm lining for their cloaths, 
and covering for their beds : innumerable flights 
of ‘wild fowl! fupply them with down and fea. 
thers: the mountains themfelves ferve them 
for fences againft the north and eaft winds, 
and their caverns afford them fhelter. 

But while the winter rages thus in the eal 
of Norway, the lakes and bays on the weft fide 
are kept open by the warm exhalations of the 
ocean, though lying in a direét line with thet 
frozen eaftern parts; and the frofts are feldom 
known to laftabove a fortnight or 3 weeks. Even 
in the centre of Germany, which is 200 leaguti 
nearer the line, the winters are generally mort 
fevere, and the frofts fharper than in the ‘0 

: cele 
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efe of Bergen, for here the inhabitants often 
onder to read in the public papers, of froft 
nd fnowin Poland and Germany, when they 
el no fuch weather. The harbours of Am-. 
erdam, Hamburgh, Copenhagen, and Lubec are 
rozen ten times oftner than ours; for with 
s this feldom happens above two or three times 
nawhole century. ‘Thus our winter at Ber- 
en is fo moderate that the feas are always open 
» the fifhermen and mariners, and here the 


4 ggporth fea continues navigable during the whole 
hammmvinter as far as the oth or 82d degree. 
fan inthe fummer months the weather is not 


nly warm but very hot. Thefe violent heats, 
hich are, however, of fhort duration, may be 
artly derived from the valleys inclofed within 
igh mountains, where the reverberation of the 
ays of the fun on all fides heat the air; and 
there is almoft no night, neither the at- 
ofphere nor the mountains have time to cool. 
ndeed there cannot be a more decifive proof 
i the fummer’s heat in Noravay, than that 
veral vegetables, (and particularly barley) 
row up and ripen within fix weeks or twa 
onths. 

The air is pure and falubrious, efpecially in 
theme niddle of the country about the mountains, 
ol here the inhabitants know little of ficknefs. 
one yicians are only to be found in the chief 
vee’™s, where they are eftablifhed with a public 
usMee'y s but have generally very little employ- 
ent. However, Bergen, and all the eaftern 
19. Meee, is fo fubjeét to frequent rains, that the 
cele 2c2, when they go abroad, in all weathers 
3 weat 
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wear a woollen or filken black veil over thej 
heads, while the men fecure themfelves 
wearing rain-hats, made like umbrellas. 
Norway contains a vaft number of mountain, 
fome of which extend themfelves in a. lon 
chain from north to fouth, while others ay 


{cattered about and furrounded by a level coun 


trys ‘The chain already mentioned is. faid 1 
equal at leait the 4/ps in height; and abount 
with frightful caverns of an amazing extent 
Hearing at the parfonage of Oerfeoug, tha 
from the fide of a neighbouring mountain calle 
Limer \ffued a ftream, over which was a caven, 
I refolved to take a view of it, and furnithel 
myifelf with a tinder-box, candles, a lanthon, 
and a long line to ferve me as a clue to fin 
the way out. ‘The afcent to it being extremely 
fteep, we were obliged to climb with our hand 
as well as feet, and fometimes were hard pu 
to it to clear our-way through the bufhes. Ab 
ter getting through the thicket which almdi 
hides the mouth of the cavern, I beheld: 
vaulted paffage of pure mzrble without tit 
leait flaw, but with feveral angles and protu 
berances fo bright as to refemble a pafte mould. 
ed into fmooth globular forms. The pagffag 
continues about a 100 paces in a ftrait direction; 
then winds off to the right with aifcents anf 
defcents; in fome places growing narrowet 
and in others widening to double its forme 
breadth, which was about four or five ellis 
thus two perfons might go abreait, only we 
were now and then obliged to ftoop and evel 
creep, when we felt a damp vapour like tha 
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of a vault for the dead, which prevented my 

oing fo far as] intended. Another thing re- 
markable was the terrible roaring of the waters 
“under us, the courfe of which was what moft 
excited my wonder, as over it lies a paverment 
of {mooth itone, inclining a little on each iide, 
but flatin the middle, and not above three fin- 
gers thick, with fome crevices, through which 
the water may be feen. 

The inhabitants of a mountainous country 
may be {aid to labour under more incanveni- 
ences than others, Thus the arable ground 
is here but little in comparifon with the waftes 
and defarts, which obliges the inhabitants. to 
procure half of their fubfiftence from the fea: 
the villages are {mall, and the houfes {cattered 
among the valleys : but in fome places the pea- 
fants houfes ftand fo high, and on the edge of 
fteep precipices, that ladders are fixed to climb 
up to them; fo that: when a clergyman is fent 
for, who is-unpractifed in the road, he risks his 
life in afcending them, efpecially in winter, 
when the ways are flippery. In fuch places the 
bodies of the dead mutt be let down with ropes, 
or be brought on mens? backs before they are 
Jaid ina coftin; and, at fome diftance from 
Bergen, the mail muft likewife in winter be 

drawn over the iteepeft mountains. 

One of the principal inconveniences, efpsci- 
ally to travellers, arifes from the roads ; who 
cannot without terror pafs feveral places, even 
ja the King’s road, over the fides of fteep and 
craggy mountains; on ways that are. either 
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‘thored up, or fufpended by iron bolts fixed in 


the mountains, and though not above the 
breadth of a foot path, have no rails on the 
fide. If two travellers were to meet there in 
the night, and not to fee each other foon 
enough to ftop where the road will fuffer them 
to pafs, it appears to me, as it does to others 
whom I have afked, that they muft ftop hhort, 
without being able to pafs by each other, or 
to find a turning for their horfes, or even to 
alight. ‘The only refource I can imagine in 
this difficulty is, that one ‘muft endeavour to 
cling to fome cliff of this fteep mountain, or 
if help be at hand, be drawn up by a rope, 
and then throw his horfe headlong down a tre- 
mendous precipice, in order to make room for 
the other traveller to pafs. 

Another evil refulting from the mountains, 
is the fhelter they afford-in their caverns and 
clefts to the wild beafts, which render it dif_- 
cult to extirpate them. It is not eafy to de- 


fcribe the havock made by the lynxes, foxes, 


bears, and efpecially wolves, among the cat- 
tle, goats, hares, and other ufeful animals. 
Another evil is that the cows, fheep, and 
goats belonging to the peafants often fall down 
the precipices and are deftroyed. Sometimes 
they make a falfe ftep into a projeétion called 
a mountain-hammer, where they can neither 
afcend nor defcend.: on this occafion a peafant 
chearfully ventures his life for a-fheep or a goat} 
and defcending frem the top of a mountain by 
arope of fome himdred fathoms in nage he 
ings 
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ings his body on a crofs ftick, till he can fet 
his foot. on the place where his goat 1s ; when 
he faftens it to the rope to be drawn up along 
ith himfelf. But the moft amazing circum- 
ance is, he runs this rifk with the help of only 
a fingke perfon, who holds the end of the rope, 
or faftens it to a ftone, if there be one at hand. 
There are inftances of the affiftant. himfelf 
having been dragged down, and facrificing his 
life from fidelity to his friend, on which both 
ave perifhed. On thefe melancholy accidents, 
when man or beat falls fome hundred fathoms 
down the precipices, it is obferved that the air 
prefles with fuch force againft their bodies thus 
falling, that they are not only deprived of life 
long before they reach the ground, but their 
bellies burft, and their entrails. gufh out; 
which is plainly the cafe when they fall into 
deep water. pan 

On the other hand, a great chain of thefe 
mountains ferve as a barrier between Noravay 
and:Seveden; and are excellent. natural fort- 
refles for the defence of thofe ftates. Befides, 
thefe mountains exhibit the moft delightful 
profpects : nature has here been moft profufely 
favourable in adding .greater beauties to the 
fituation of cottages and farm-houfes, than can 
be enjoyed by royal palaces in other countries, 
though affifted with all the varieties of groves, 
terrafles, canals, and cafcades. A predeceffor 
of mine is faid to have given the name of the 
Northern Italy to the diftri&t of Waas, which 
lies fome: leagues to the eaftward of Bergen ; 
and certainly there.cannot be a more inchanting 
pro{pect ; 
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profpeét. All the buildings in it are the churc 

the parfonage, anda few farm-houfes fcattett 

on different eminences. ‘The beauty: of th 

place is much heightened by two unifoni 

mountains gradually rifing to a vaft height 

betwixt which runs a valley near half a leagit 
in breadth, and a river which fometimes ph 

cipitates itfelf down the rocks in foaming & 
taracts, and at others fpreads itfelf into fmal 
lakes. On both fides it ig bordered with th 
fineft meadows intermingled ‘with little thick 
ets, and by the eafy declivities of the verdant 
mountains covered with fruitful fields and farm 
houfes, ftanding above each other in a fucctf 
fion of natural terraffes. Between thefe & 
ftately foreft prefents itfelf to the view, ant 
beyond that, the fummits of mountains covered 
with perpetual fnow, and ftill beyond thefe'tet 
or twelve ftreams iffuing from the {now-mou- 
tain, which form an agreeable contraft in their 
meanders along the blooming fides of the 
hill, till they lofe themfelves in the rivers be- 
neath. | 
.-From the many fprings iffuing from the 
mountains, and the vaft mafles of fnow accu‘ 
mulated on their fummits, whence in fummet 
they gently diffolve, are formed many. conf 
derable rivers, the largeft of which is the Gla 
amen ot Glommen. But none of them are ni 
vigable far up the country, the paflage being 
every. where interrupted by rocks and cataradss. 
The ‘bridges over them are no where, that! 
remember, walled; but merely formed of tim 
ber cates filled with ftones, which ferve for the 
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ers, On which the timbers are laid. The 
rgeft bridge of this kind is a thoufand 
aces in length, and has forty-three ftone 
nfes. In many places, wheré the narrownefs. 
nd rapidity of the current will not admit of 
nking ftone.cafes, thick maifts are laid on each 
de on the fhore, with the thickeft end faftened 
othe rocks ; one maft being thus laid in the 
ater, another 1s placed upon it, reaching a 
athom beyond it, and then a third or fourth, 
nthe like manner, to the middle of the ftream,. 
here it is- joined by other conneéted : matts. 
rom the oppofite fide. Thus in pafling over 
e bridge, efpecially in the middle, it feem 
0 {wing, which to thofe who are not ufed to 
hefe bridges, appears fo dangerous, ‘that they 
light from their horfes, till they imagine them. 
elves fafe. | : 
Within the bowels of fome of the mountains 
are the moft beautiful kinds of marble, fome 
hite, others veined, and others variegated 
ith a variety of colours: there. is here alfo 
lue marble with white veins, green marble 
ith greyifh veins, and black marble fpotted 
ith white. ‘The mountains alfo contain that 
urprizing fubftance called the magnet or loads 
tone, in fuch quantities that fome tons of it 
have been exported. ‘They likewife yield the 
amianthus or afbeftos, of which incombutftible 
linen or paper have been made. } 
Having heard of fome wood petrified by acers 
ain {pring I wrote for fome famples, and a. 
arge parcel of it was fent me.. At :firt L- 
oucht it refembled hazle that had laid a long 


time 


84. The Naturat History 


time in the water ; but upon a narrower infpeg 
tion, and drawing out fome of the filament, 
I found it to be amianthus, much finer tha 
the Greenland ftone-flax, which the Rev. Mr 
Edge fays, is ufed there as wicks in the lamps 
without being in the leaft wafted, while fuy 
plied with oil or fat. This " amiiarithus, from 
the foftnefs and finenefs of its fibres, deferva 
to be called ftone-filk, rather than ftone-flay; 
I alfo made a wick for a lamp of it, and it wa 
not confuimed ; but its light being much din 
mer than “that produced by cotton, I laid it 
fide. I have alfoin my pofleflion a piece of 
per of this afbeitos, which when thrown into 
a fierce fire is not in the leaft wafted ; ‘but what 
was written on it tatally difappears. 
_. The manner of preparing this ftone- fille a 
ftone-flax, is this: after its being foftened i 
water, itis beaten witha moderate force, till 
the fibres, or long threads, feparate from each 
other; afterwards they are carefully and repeat! 
edly wathed till clear of. all terrene particles; 
then the flax is driedina fieve: all that remains 
now is to fpin thefe fine filaments, wherein great 
care is tequired; befides which the fingers muf 
be foftened with oil, that the thread may be the 
more fupple and pliant. 

It is remarkable that, though this country 
thus abounds in ftones, no‘flints have been yet 
found there, fo that thofe for fire arms are im- 
ported from Denmark or Germany : but though 
there are no flints, there are amathifts, garnets; 
chalcedonies,. agate, jafper, and cryftals. “i 
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“This country formerly produced gold ; but 


eexpence of working the mines, and fepa- 
ating the gold from the ofe being greater than 
he profit, they have been neglected. ‘There 
nre, however, filvermines of great value, which 
vive employment to feveral thoufand perfons, 
he copper mines are likewife extremely rich, 
ad employ vaft numbers. Jron is alfo one of 
he moft profitable produéts of Norway, feveral 
undred thoufand quintals being annually ex- 
ported, chiefly in bars, and the reft.caft into. 
annon, ftoves,: kettles, 5c. Here are alfo | 
ome lead mines ; but none of either tin, or 
huickfilver. 


The ‘country produces wheat, rye, barley, 
white, grey and green peas; vetches, ufed as pro- 
ender for horfes; hops, flax, and hemp; many 
inds of roots and greens for the kitchen, with 
2 confiderable number of hardy flowers. In 


Norway, ag well as in Denmark, are feveral’ 
inds of cherries, of which the peafants fell great 
juantities dried: there are alfo many forts of. 
yholefome and well tafted berries, as red and 
white currants, fun-berries, rafberries, .red and: 
bite goofberries, barberries, bilberries, cran> 
berries, ftrawberries, blackberries, and many 
ther kinds, Several.forts of plumbs attain to: 
t tolerable ripenefs, which can very feldom be . 
ad of peaches, apricots, or grapes. Howe-. 
et, apples and pears of feveral kinds. are found | 
ll over the. country ; .but the. greateft part of 
hefe are fummer fruits, which ripen early ; for. 
ue winter frujt feldom comes to perfecton,. 
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unlefs the fummer proves hotter, and the win i w 
ter fets in later than ufual. h 
But though, ‘with refpe& to fruit-trees, Nor- Hm le 
way muft be acknowledged inferior to mot 
countries in Europe, yet this deficiency 1s libe- He c 
rally compenfated in the bleflings of inexhau- Hm b 
ftible forefts; fo that in moft provinces im- 9 t 
menfe fums are received from foreigners for 
mafts, beams, planks, boards, Sc. not to men. HH © 
tion the home confumption for houfes built i w 
entirely of beams of wood, fhips, bridges, and i a 
_ aninfinite number of foundaries, which require Bf 
an immenfe quantity of charcoal, in the fufion Hi ¢ 
of metals; befides the demands for fuel and HH z 
other domeftic ufes; to which muft be added, Mt 
that in many places the woods are ‘felled only Hv 
to clear the ground and be burnt, the athe i fi 
' ferving for manure. a 
Among the animals, we fhall begin with the fb 


horfes, which are better for riding than draw i t 
ing; their walk is eafy, they are full of fpint, Mr 
and are very fure footed: when they mount or iy 
defcend a fteep cliff, on ftones like fteps, they 
firft tread gently with one foot, to try if thei v 
ftone they touch be faft; and in this they mul a 
be left to themfelves, or the beft rider will run 
“the rifk of his neck; but when they are to gow t 
down'a very fteep and flippery place, they, inf 3 
a furprifing manner, draw their hind-legsiy 1 
together under them, and flide down. They 1 
fhew a great deal of courage in fighting with 
the°;wolves and'bears, which they are often ob 
liged to da, for when the horfe perceives any#m 1 
them near him, and has a mare or gelding i 
wit 
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with him, he places them behind him; attacks 
his antagonift by ftriking at him with his fore- 
legs, and ufually comes off conqueror. 

The Norway cows are generally of a yellow 
colour, as, are alfo the horfes; they are {mall, 
but their flefh is fine grained, juicy, and well 
tafied. | 

The fheep here are fmall, and refemble thofe 
of Denmark. 'The goats, in many places, run 
wild winter and fummer in the fields, till they 
are ten or twelve years old; and when the pea- 
fant who owns them, is to catch them, he muft 
either do it by fome {nare, or fhoot them. . They 
are fo bold, that if a wolf approaches them, 
they flay te receive him, and if they have dogs 
with them, they will refift awholeherd. They 
frequently attack the fnakes, and when they 
are bit by them, not only kill their antagonifts 
but eat them, after which they are never known 
to die of the bite, though they are ill for feve- 
ral days. ‘The owner warms their own milk, 
and wafhes the fore with it. we 

Near Roffad, is a flat and naked field, on 
which no vegetable will grow. The. foil” is 
almoft white, with grey ftripes, and has fome- 
what of fo peculiarly poifonous a nature, that 
though all other animals may fafely pafs over 
it, a goat or a kid no fooner fets its foot upon 
it, than it drops down, ftretches: out its legs, 
its tongue hangs out of its mouth, and it ex- 
pires if it has not inftant help. _ | 

‘There are few hogs in Norayay, and not ma- 
ny of the common deer ;_ but -the hares, which 
in the cold feafon change from: brown or grey 
3 i 2 te 
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to af{now white, are very cheap in winter. Her 
arealfo, in fome parts of this country, elks: 
but they are not’ numerous. The rain-deer, 
however, run wild in herds, and are thot for 
‘food by the inhabitants. Thefe animals con. 
ftitute the greateft, and almoft the only riches 
of the Finlaplazders, who live upon their milk, 
‘the cheefe they. make of it, and on their fleh: 
they make their cloathing, tents, and bed co. 
vering of their fkins ; and of the tendons they 
make their fewing thread. In Fizmarf, there 
are vait numbers of them both wild and tame, 
and many a man has there from fix or eight 
hundred to a thoufand of thefe ufeful creatures 
which never come under cover; they follow 
him wherever he is pleafed to ramble, and when 
they are put to a fledge, traafport his goods 
from one place to another. They provide for 
themfelves, and live chiefly on mofs, and on 
the buds and leaves of trees.. They fupport | 
themfelves*on very little nourifhment, and are 
neat, clean, and entertaining creatures. — 
~ It is remarkable, that when the rain-deer 
fheds his horns, and others rife in their ftead, 
they appéar at firft covered with a fkin ; and 
till they are of a finger’s length, are fo foft, 
that they may be cut with a Enife like a fau- 
fage, and are delicate eating even raw ; there- 
fore the huntfmen, when far out in the coun- 
try, and pinched for want of food, eat them, 
and find that they fatisfy both their hunger and 
thirft.. When ‘the’ -horn grows bigger, — there 
breeds within the {kin a'worm which eats away 
the root.” The 'rain-deer has over his pat 
roa ats : a kin 
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a kind of fkin, through which he peeps, when 
otherwife, in the hard fnows, he would be ob- 
liged to fhut his eyes entirely: a fingular in- 


fiance of the omnifcience and benevolence of 
the great Creator, in providing for the wants 


of each creature, according to its deftined man- 
ner of living. 
The hurttul beafts are the bears and wolves 


‘already mentioned, the lynx, vaft numbers of 


white, red and black foxes, andthe glutton, a 
creature which few other countries know any 
ctherwife than by report. ‘This animal re- 
ceives its name from its voracious appetite: it 
in fize and fhape has fome refemblance to a 
long bodied dog, with thick legs, fharp claws 
and teeth: hjs colour is black, variegated with 
brown and yellowifh ftreaks. He has the bold- 
nefs to attack every beaft he can poflibly con- 
quer, and if he finds a carcafe fix times as big 
as himfelf, he does not leave off eating as long 
as there is a mouthful left: when thus gorged 
he prefles and {queezes himfelf between two 
trees that ftand near together ; and thus emp- 


ties himfelf of what he has not time to digeit. 


As his fkin fhines like damafk, and is covered 
with foft hair, 1t is very precious; it is there- 
fore well worth the huntf{man’s while to kill 
him without wounding the fkin, which is done 
by fhooting him with a bow and blunt ar- 
rOWS. 

The marten is alfo hunted on account of its 
fkin, as is likewife the fquirrel and the ermine, 
both of which are therefore fhot with blunt are 
rows. Jam in doubt whether the ermine be 
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different in kind from the Dani/o weafel: inf Jt 
valuable fkin is of a beautiful white, and tim r 
has a black fpot on thetail. ‘The erminesrmim © 
after mice like cats, and drag away what they Mm © 
catch, particulary eggs, which are their nicet my t 
delicacy. Here alfo are caitors, badgers, ottes, i “ 
and hedgehogs a 

Among the mice, fome are thought poifon i 
ous, and others are remarkable for their being J 
white, and their having red eyes. But the iy ¥ 
moft pernicious vermin is a little animal, called HM { 
the lemus or lemming, which is betwees, the fet 
fize of a rat anda moufe; the tail is fhort, mm © 
and turned up at the end, and the legs ar im 2 
alfo fo fhert that they fcarce keep the belly = 


fromthe ground. ‘They have very foft hair, and 
reof different colours, particularly black, with 
yellow and brown in ftreaks, and {ome in {pots. fr 
About once cr twice in every twenty years, i @ 
they affemble from their fecret abcdes in pro-  *€ 
digious numbers, like the meflengers of hea j ™ 
ven, to punih the neighbouring inhabitants # ¥ 
‘They proceed from Kolezs rock, which divides J 7 
the Nordland manor from Sweden, and is held #2! 
to be their peculiar and native place, marching 7 
mm vaft multitudes through Nordland and Fir- 
mark to the weltern ocean ; and other bodies of J * 
them through Swedifb Lapmarck to the -Sinu Ft 
Bothnicus, devouring all the grafs and vegeta: J 1 
bies in their way.“ ‘They do this in a diredt di 


¥ It appearsthat, in their manner of marching, thefe Hi Ww 
creatures refemble the locufts, of which Mr. Harw yha He py 
given acurious defcription. See Vor. XLV. p.151, 152 1 


line, 
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line, and going ftrait forwards proceed into the 
rivers or the fea; thus if they meet with a boat 
on any frefh water river, they run in at one end 
or fide, and out again at the other, in order 
to keep their courfe. They carry their young 
with them on their- backs, or in their mouths; 
and if they meet with peafants who come to 
oppofe them, they will ftand undaunted, and 
bark at them like dogs. This evil is, howe- 
ver, of no long duration; for on entering the 
fea, they fwim as long as they are able, and 
then are drowned. If any are ftopped in their 
courfe, fo that they cannot reach the fea, they 
are killed by the frofts of winter, and if any 


are 
lly e{cape, moft of them die as foon as they eat 
nd Me the new grafs, | 

ith As to the reptiles, there are neither land 


fnakes nor toads beyond the temperate zane, 
and even thofe fnakes on the extremities of the 
temperate climate, are lefs poifonous than in 
more fouthern countries: Jizards are here of 
various colours, as brown, green, and ftriped. 


Thofe that are green are found in the fields, 
id Me and the others in the cracks and holes of 
ng rocks. : | 
‘a Among the fowls are moft of thofe feen in the 


of Mm teltof Europe, and fome that feem peculiar to 
rut | thiscountry. Among the former are cocl#e and 
rae fe hens, turkeys, peacocks, tame and wild geefe, 
ef Me ducks, and pigeons ; nightingales, larks, quails, 

partridges, ftarlings, wrens, magpies, water- 
efe Hi wagtails, eagles, faulcons, hawks, ravens, cor- 
nas Mi morants, ftorks, herons, gulls, owls, bats, and 
mdny others: among thofe that are in a manner 
ey peculiar 
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peculiar to this country is the francolin, anex. 
cellent land bird, which ferves the Norwegian 
inftead of the pheafant, its flefh being white, 
firm, and of a delicious tafte. The black cap 
is almoft as fmall as the wren; the body i i. 
black and yellow, it is white under the belly, BRO 
and the top of the head is black. Thefe birds HR © 
keep near the houfes, and are fuch lovers of 
meat, that the farmers. can hardly keep them 
from it, and therefore catch them like mice in 
a trap. . 

In fhort, there are here fuch incredible num. 
bers of fea and land fowl] near the rocks on the I a: 
fea-fhore, that they fometimes obfcure the fight I in 
of the heavens for many miles out at fea, fo IM b 
that one would imagine all the fowl in the uni I pe 


verfe were gathered together in one flock. WI 
Norway is alfo as plentifully fupplied with in: 
fifh as any country in the world.* we 
all 


* The learned and pious author mentions two or three Bh, 
‘aquatic animals, which are of fo extraordinary a nature 4 
tv exceed all the bounds of probability. But as he never 
faw them, and only depends on the credit of thofe who 
furnifned him with thefe accounts ; we, who can have ng 
proofs of their veracity, muft at leaft fufpend our belief; 
and it feems moft prudent to omit defcribing them till w4 
¢an have more certain proois of their exiftences 
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) of the P erfons, Drefs, Employments, and Cuf~ 
ds toms of the Inhabitants ; particularly of the 


of extraordinary Manner in which they catch 
m Fowl on the hizgheft Recks. Bee. | 
i 


26 HE. Norwegians are generally tall, well 
n- made and: lively; yet thofe on the coaft 
he @ are neither fo tall nor fo robuft as thofe who 
ht ME inhabit the mountains; but are remarkable for 
fo MM being fatter and having rounder faces. The 
uy HH people in general, are brifk, and ingenious; 
_. Bwhich appears from the peafants not employ- 
ith MB ing any hatters, fhoemakers, taylors, tanners, 

Weavers, Carpenters, fmiths, or-joiners; for 

all thefe trades are exercifed in every farm- 
houfe ; and they think a boy can never be an 
ufeful member of fociety, nor a good man, 
without making himfelf mafter of all thefe arts. 
They are remarkable for their civility and wil- 
lingnefs to ferve every one; and a traveller is 
feldom fuffered to pay for his lodging ; for they 
unk it their duty to treat the ftranger as well 
as It is in their power, and look upon it as an 
honour done them, if he accepts of their civi- 
ites, Yet the peafant never gives the upper 
ml of the table to the greateft gueft that ever 
omes under his roof; for he thinks that place 
Klongs only to himfelf. They keep open 
houfe for three weeks at Chriffmas, during — 


BR 
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ticular occafions, as weddings or entertain. 
.. ments, they have rye-bread. If grain be fcarce, 


the bark of fir-tree, mixing it with a little 


’ 


their tables are {fpread and loaded with the bef 
provifions they can afford. At Chriftmas-ey 
their hofpitality extends to the very birds ; and, 
for their ufe, they hang on a pole at the ban 
door an unthrafhed fheaf of corn, which drayy 
thither the {parrows and other {mall birds. 
The inhabitants of the trading towns live, 
with refpect to provifions, much in the fame ma. 
ner as the Danes; but the peafants keep clofe 
to the manners of their fore-fathers. Thin oa. 
cakes are their common bread; but upon pa 


which generally happens after a fevere winter, 
the peafants have recourfe to a difagreeable me. 


thod of preferving life, by boiling and drying 


oatmeal, and making it into a kind of breat 
Even in times of plenty they.eat a little of 1, 
that they may think it lefs difagreeable ina 
time of {carcity. 
‘The lakes and rivers furnifh the people wit 
plenty of frefh water fifh, and the mountangy 
with game. For their winter ftock they kil 
cows, fheep, and goats ; part of which the 
pickle and {moak, and fome of it they cut in th 
flices, fprinkle it with falt, then dry it in tht 
wind, and eat it like hung beef. They are font 
of brandy and of fmoaking and chewing tobacco 
The Norwegians who live in towns have nt 
thing remarkable in their drefs; but the pe 
fants do not trouble themfelves about fafhion 
Thofe called ftrile-farmers have their breeche 
and ftockings of one piece. They have a wid 
loofe jacket, made of coarfe woollen clot 
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, are alfo their waiftcoats; and thofe who 


oth of a different colour. The peafants of 
me parifh are remarkable for wearing black 
loaths edged with ,red ; another for wearing 
all black; the drefs of another parifh is white 
edged with black ; others wear black and yel- 
low; and thus the inhabitants of almoft every 
parifh vary in the colour of their cloaths, They 
year a flapped hat, or alittle brown, grey, or 
lack cap made quite round, and the feems or- 
namented with black ribbons. ‘They have 
fhoes of a peculiar conftruction without heels, 
confifting of two pieces; the upper leather 
“MiB fits clofe to the foot, .to which the fole is joined 
|. Mm by a great many plaits and folds. When they 


‘| fphalf boots that reach up to the calf cf the leg, 
A} Mand are laced on one fide; and when they 

\vaago on the rocks in the fnow they put on fnow 
foes. But as thefe aretroublefome when they 
have a great way to travel, they put on {cates 
about as broad as the foot, but 6 or 8 feet long, 
and pointed before ; they are covered underneath 


WW hair turns backward to the hee]. With thefe 
fnow-{cates they flideabouton the fnowas wellas 
theycan upon the ice, and fafter than any horfe. 
i}. The peafant never wears aneckcloth, or any 
“Mg thing of that kind, except when he is dreffed ; 
A <p for his neck and breaft are always open, and he 
- lets the fnow beat into his. bofom. On the 


war a broad leather belt, or namented with 


vould appear fine have the feems covered with 


|) Miitravel, and in the winter, they wear a fort of 


with feal-fkin, fo that the fmooth grain of the 


contrary, he covers his veins, binding a woollen. 
illet round his writs. About their body they- 
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convex brafs plates ; to this hangs a brafs chain, 
which holds their large knife, gimblet, and 
other tackle. 

The women at church, and in genteel af 
femblies, drefsthemfelves in jackets laced clofe, 
and have leather girdles, with filver ornaments 
about them. ‘They alfo wear a filver chain 
three or four times round the neck, with a gilt 
medal hanging at the endof it. ‘Their hand- 
kerchiefs and caps are almoft covered with {mall 
filver, brafs, and tin-plates, buttons, and large 
rings, fuch. as they wear on their fingers, to 
which they hang again a parcel of {mall ones, 
which make a gingling noife when they move, 
A maiden-bride has her hair platted, and hung 
as full as poffible with fuch kind of trinkets, as 
alfo her cloaths: for this purpofe they get all 
the ornaments they can. 

Their houfes are, in general, built of fir and 
pine-trees, the whole trunks of which are only 
chopped even to make them lie clofe, and then 
laid one upon another, and faftened with mor- 
tices at the corners.  Thefe trunks. are left iim’ 
round as they grew, both on the infide and out; 
fide of the houfe, and are frequently boarded 
over and painted, efpecially in the trading towns, | 
which gives them a genteel appearance. t 

In the country villages the houfes are built @, 
at a diftance from each other, with their fields ; 
and grounds about them. ~The ficre-houfe for 
the provifions is generally at a diftance from . 
the dwelling-houfe, for fear of fire, and placed 
high upon poles, to keep the provifions dry, 
and prejerve them from mice, and all kinds of 
yermlm. 


of NORWA ee ee 
eymin. The kitchen ftznds alfo feparate, as 
lothe barns, hay-loft, cow-houfes, ftables, and 
e like. A farm has likewife commonly a 
nill belonging to it, fituated by fome rivulet, 
efides a {mith’s forge; for every farmer, as 


7 ath been oblerved, is his own {mith. Up the 
bain eontty, where timber for building is but of 
silt itle value, there is many a farm-houfe as large 
nde Mes 2 nobleman’s feat; itis frequently two fto-~ 
nall Mgties high, and has a raifed balcony in the front, 


and the additional buildings refemble a little 
illage. The common farm-houfes have, how- 
ver, only the ground floor, and no other win- 
dow but a fquare hole in the wall, which is 
left open in fummer; but in winter or in wet 
weather is filled up with a wooden frame co» 
yvered with the inward membrane of fome ani- 


all ce 

mal; this is very ftrong, and as tran{parent as 
ang Wa? bladder. ‘This hole, which is as high as it 
nly can be placed, alfo anfwers the purpofe of a 
hen (gcimney, by ferving to let out the fmoke. | 
ror Me. Under the light hole generally ftands a long 


lefe Mm uck table, with benches of the fame wood; 
and at the upper end is the high feat which be- 
ded gongs to the matter only. » In towns thefe houfes 


people lay over the boards the fappy bark of 
4, me virch-trees, which will not decay in many years. 
They cover: this again three or tour inches thick 
with turf, on which good grafs always grows. 
The peafants are bufied in cutting wocd, 
vod (_clling and floating of timber, burning char- 
vy, Mpooal and extracting of tar, Great numbers 
of Me employed in the mines, and at the furnaces 
. Vou. XX, ix and 


are covered with tiles; but in the country the: 
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and ftamping mills; and alfo in navigatio, 
and fifhing, befides hunting and hooting, 
for every body is at liberty to purfue the game, 


-efpecially in the mountains, and on the heath; 


and commons, where every peafant may mak 
ufe of what arms he pleafes. 

It has been already obferved, that the catch 
ing of birds afford fome of the inhabitants, 
very good maintenance : but it is impoffible t 
give a juft idea of the fatigue and danger with 
which the people fearch for the birds in the 
high and fteep rocks, many of which are above 
200 fathoms perpendicular. ‘Thefe people who 
are called birdmen have two methods of catch: 
ing them: they either climb up thefe perpen. 
dicular rocks, or are let down from the top by 
a {trong and thick rope: when they climb up 
they have a large pole of eleven or twelve ells 
in length, with an iron hook attheend. They 
who are underneath ina boat, or ftand ona 
cliff, faften this hook to the waiftband of the 
man’s breeches who climbs, by which means 
they help him up to the higheft projedtion he 
can reach, and fix his feet upon. ‘They then 
help up another to the fame place; and when 
theyr are both up, give each his bird pole, 
and along rope which they tie at each end 
round their waifts, ‘The one then climbs up 
as high as he can, and where it is dificult, 
the other by putting his pole under his breech, 


_pufhes him up, till he gets to a good ftanding 
place: the uppermoft of the two then help: 


the other up to him with the rope; and this 
they proceed till they get to the part where a 
a bird 
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birds build, and there they fearch for them. 
As they have many dangerous places yet to 
climb, one always feeks a convenient place to 
fand fure, and be able to hold himfelf faft, 
Mhile the other is climbing about. If the lat- 
ter fhould happen to flip, he is held up by the 
other who ftands firm: and when he has got 
fafe by thofe dangerous places, hé fixes himielf 
in the fame manner, that he may affift the other 
tocome fafe to him: and then they clamber 
about after birds where they pleafe. But acci- 
dents fometimes happen ; for if the one does 


=} @ not ftand firm, or is not ftrong enough to fup- 
~t Hj port the other when he flips, they both fall and 
_ | fare killed ; and thus fome perifh every year. 
_ When they thus reach the places that are 
feldom vifited, they find the birds fo tame that 
they may take them with their hands ; for they 
are loath to leave their young ; but where they 
are wild, they either throw a net over them in 
the rock, or entangle thofe that are flying with 
anet fixed to the end of their poles. Thus 
they catch vait numbers of fowls, and the boat 
poping underneath them, they throw the dead 
birds into it, and foon fill the veffel. When 
the weather is tolerably good, and there is a 
great dea] of game, the birdmen will continue 
tight days together on the rocks; for there are 
here and there ‘holes in which they can fecurely 
take their repofe : they draw up provifions with 
lines, and boats are kept coming and going 
to take away the game. ) 

On the other hand, many rocks being fo 
leep and dangerous that they cannot poilibly 

| K 2 climb 
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“fall he is in the greateft hazard of lofing “his 
- themfelves to the moft imminent danger, mere- 
are fome indeed who fay there is no great ha- 
their heads are giddy, and they can do nothing 


to fave thémfelves. Thofe who have™ leamt 
the art make a play of it ; they put their feet 


place they pleafe:” They éven keep themfelves 
“Out‘on the line in‘the air, and catch with the 
poles numbers of birds fying out and into thei 
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climb up them, they are then let down from 
above; when they have-a ftrong rope 80 or 109 
fathoms long, and about three inches in thick. 
nefs. One end of it the birdman faftens about 
his waift, and then drawing it between his legs 
fo that he can fit on it, he is let down with his 
bird-pole in his hand, by fix men at the top, 
who let the rope fink by degrees, ‘but: lay; 
piece of timber on the edge of the rock, “forit 
to flide on, to prevent its being torn to’ pieces 
by the fharp edge of the ftones. Another Ime 
is faftened round the man’s waift;: which he 
pulls to give figns when he would ‘have them 
pull him up, let him lower,- or:keep him where 
he is. He is in great danger of ‘the ftones 
loofening by the. rope, and falling upon him; 
he Safed’ wees a thick furred cap well lined, 
which fecures him from’ the blows- he~may 
receive from {mall ftones; but if large ones 


life. ‘Thus do thefe poor men often expole 
ly to get'a fubfiftence for their families. ‘There 


zara‘in it, after they are accuftomed to it; Tut 
at firft the rope turns round with them, dll 


againft the rock, throw themielves- féveral:fa- 
thoms out, and pufh themfelves into what 
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holes. ‘The greateft art is required in throw- 
ing themfelves out, fo as to {wing under the 


me projection of a rock where the birds gather to- 
out Man gether 5 here they fix their feet, loofen them- 


felves from the rope, which they faften to a 
‘hy Mae fone, to prevent its {winging out of their 
reach, and then the man climbs about and 
yim catches the birds either with his hands, or his 
itt pole, and when he has killed as many as he 
econ thinks proper, he ties them together, faftens 
nef them to the {mall line, and by a pull gives a 
hel “gn for thofe above to draw them up. _ In this 
hem Me ~manner he works all day, and when he wants 
heeft (0g0 up, he gives a fign to be drawn up, or 
ones a clfe works himfelf up with his belt full of birds. 
im When there are not people enough to hold 
sed, the rope, the birdman fixes a poft in the ground, 
may faftens his rope to it, and flides down without 
cist @2y help, to work as before. There are in 
> his fome places fteep clifts of a prodigiovs fize, 
‘pole lying under the land, and yet more than 100 

mm fathoms above the water, which are likewife 
very difficult to be got at. Down thefe cliffs 
they help one another in the above manner, 
and taking a {trong rope with them, faften it 
here and there in the cliff, where they can, and 
leave it all the fummer: upon this they will 
tun up and down, and take the birds at plea- 
fure. It is impoffible to defcribe how frightful 
and dangerous this bird-catching appears to 
the benolders, from the vaft height and ex- 
ceflive fleepnefs of the rocks, many of which 
hang over the fea: it feems impoflible for men 
foenter the holes under thefe projections, or 
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they can but juft fix their toes. 
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to walk 200 yards high on crags of rocks wher 


The birds being brought home, they eat part 
of them frefh, and part*is hung up to dry for 
the winter feafon. ‘lhefe birds afford the in- 
habitants a very good maintenance, partly from 
their feathers and down, which are gathered 
and fent to foreign parts, and partly from their | 
fiefh and eggs. Some forts of the latter are as 


good as hens eggs, and though of various co 


lours and fizes are fent to market. 
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TRAVEL 8 
< THROUGH THE 


cit Me Moft NorrHern Parts of Europe, 
C06 Particularly 


Norway, Danisy, SwepisH, and Mus- 
COVITE LAPLAND, BoraNDIA, SA- 
MOJEDIA, ZEMBLA, and ICELAND. 


Extracted from 


The Journaxt of a Gentleman employed by 
the Nortu Sea Company of CoPpEeNHaA- 
cen to make DIsScovERIEs. ae 


DE PEAK DIKE PKS DEKE PE DHE DEKE D4E 44 
| SE APs Of. 

The Occafton of thefeTravels. The Author fails 
from Copenhagen, and arrives at Chriftiana 


in Norway, where be hunts the Elk. A De- 
Jcription of that Animal. 


REDERIC Ill. King of Denmark, he- 
fr ing defirous of increafing the trade of his 
kingdom, eftadlifhed two companies of 
Merchants at Copenhagen, his capital; the one 
an Lcecand company, and the other a company 


ELS of 
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of traders tothe north. The latter having ob 
ferved that the trade to Norway was very be. 
neficial, prefented a petition to his Danifh Me. 
jefty, in February, 16 53, reprefenting that.preat 
profit would arife to his fubje¢ts by enabling 
them to enlargetheir trade, by making farther 
difcoveries to the north, whence feveral valu. 
aoe merchandizes might be imported, hi 
ajefty readily granted their requeft, and al- 
lowed them to extend their commerce as fat 
northward as they thought proper. Upon 
which they fitted out feveral fhips for that pur- 
pofe. The author, a French gentleman, hap. 
pened to be at Copenhagen when one of the 
northern fleets was outward-bound, and being 
informed that the King had commanded thofe 
concerned in this enterprize to make all pofi- 
ble difcoveries of the countries to which they 
tame, and to bring back the moft extraordi- 
nary curiofities they could find, he defired one 
of his friends, who belonged to the company, 
to recommend him as a proper perfon to go 
furgeon of one of the fhips, upon which he-was 
entertained, and entered into their fervice. 
Having given this introduction we fhall proceed 
in the following extract as near as poflible in 
the gentleman’s own words. | 
All our merchandize and provifions being on 
board, we embarked in the beginning of April 
31653, weighed anchor, and fet fail from Copen- 
bagen, with two fhips in our company. We 
foon arrived at Kat-gat, a ftreight which di- 
vides the German from the Baltic fea. tL 15 
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a dangerous paflage full ‘of roeks, extending 
about 40 leagues from E//nore to Schagerbort. 
. When we arrived a-breaft-of Maz//frand, a 
{mall fea-port town 30 leagues from Copenhagen, 
the wind veered to the north-ward, drove us baek 
‘ten leagues, and forced us into a creek called 
Schalot, where we caft. anchor, and rode fafe 
under the caftle, which looked - rather: like a 
heap of ruins than a place inhabited, and 1s 
only famous for its» promontory, which is well 
known te’all the mariners who ‘ufe. the Ba/tzc- 
‘Here we ftaid three days, when the wind fhift- 
ing again tothe .eaftward, we proceeded on our 
voyage; but had not been -at fea above four 
‘hours, before the wind blew fo ftiff a gale from 
‘he north-eatt, .that we were.forced to leave the 
soak of Gottendurgh, and fteer directly over to 
that of Furland, where we drove at a great rate, 
‘and were in fuch-danger from the- fhoals-with 
which this road-abounds, that had-not we had 
afkilful pilot and able failors, we fhould certain- 
dy have run aground ; but making a quick tack, 
we gained the-advantage of the wind, and ‘after 
vtew days failing had fight of Chrifiansand-in 
Norway, a protiontory that takes its name from 
‘a {mall village at its foot, whére there is a-com- 
modious port. Our flay ‘heré.was very fhort: 


tor. the next day,. we proceeded ‘to Chrifiana 


or Obflo, the-capital of one of the five govern- 
ments of that-kingdom, ae wees 


> As foon “as we were pot into: port, wé went 


‘ahore-to deliver our letters- to the company’s 
“agents, who gave -us a very cordial reception, 


One of them hearing I was a ftranger, and had 
: been 
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been recommended by one of their fociety, be. 
haved to me with great civility; fhewed me 
every thing worth feeing, and commanded ong 
of |his fervants, who {poke French, to attend 
me in a fhort excurfion, three or four miles'up 
into the country. Early the next morning we 
took horfe, and-rode to a large village named 
Wifey* nine miles from Chriftiana.. The houle 
are. here built of wood and covered with turf, 
they are very low, without either iron work.or 
windows, except a lattice on the top to admit 
the light. = = se gash 

The peafants of Norway are remarkable: for 
their fimplicity and hofpitality. The. women, 
who .are very handfome, though red haired, 
are fond of ftrangers, look after the cattle, of 
which there is here a great plenty : they are.alfo 
excellent houfe-wives, and in general: make 
their own family cloth. The country. affords 
excellent game, ‘as ftags, elks, roebucks, boars, 
goats, lynxes, otters, rabbits, hares, and wild cats 
of various colours, with plenty of wild fowl. 

When we were returning towards Chriftiana, 
we met one of the neighbouring gentlemen fol- 
lowed by.two fervants and a pack of dogs go- 
ing to hunt the elk;-who, knowing the man 
that was with me, invited us both to partake 
of. his diyerfien, and as I had time enough to 
fpare, I readily‘accepted his propofal, After 
we had rode about a mile we met his hunt{man 
with more of his ‘fervants, and ten or twelve of 

* The Capital of Gotbland, where the famous marine 
Jaws were made. sas weibayd 


the 
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the peafants, who led us three miles farther to 
awood full of bufhes, at the entrance of which 
we difmounted, and gave our horfes to one of 
his domeftics. Preparations had been made 
forthe chafe the day before by the gentleman's 
vaflals, - We were f{carce 40 yards within the 
wood, before we perceived an elk, who inftant- 
ly drepped, being feized, as they told me; with 
the falling ficknefs, whence they derive the name 
ofelk, which fignifies a miferable creature; and 
it feems that they often fall in this manner at 
the beginning of the chace. Had not this ac+ 
cident happened, I believe it would have been 
hard for us to have brought him down, as I 
perceived foon after, when we had roufed ano-. 
ther, which we chaced above two hours; and 
fhould never have, been able to have taken him, 
had not he alfo dropped down dead. He killed 
three of the beft dogs with his fore feet, and the 


had caught to his caftic, and infifted on our gos 
ey {plendid manner. ‘This eaftle was‘an odd 


ountrys; was void of elegance-or tafte. 
The elk is as big as a large horfe; and his 


gh t0 Mody like a ftag’s, but larger and longer ;- his: 
After Miezs are alfo long, his feet broad and cloven, 
aig wantlers large, hairy, and broad like-a fal- 
lve 0 


Wdeer’s, but he is not fo well furnished with 
ms as a fag. ye ee 


As 


gentleman being extremely forry for their lofs;° 
ould hunt no more; but fent to a farm of. 
hisa mile off for a cart to carry the game we 

ng home with him, where he treated usin a~ 


rt of a~ building, and. like the reft in that _ 
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At my departure the lord of theccaftle made 
me a prefent of the two left thanks of theelky 
we had killed, or rather feen die of themfelvey, 
letting me know that this was ‘no ‘{mall favour, 
they being*arrexcellent cure for the falling fick. 
nefs. ‘To which I replied by my interpreter, 
that I wondered fince the foot of an elk had 
fuch virtue in it, why the animal that.always 
carried it about with him, did not cure himéelf 
The gentleman reflecting on: what J faid; 
laughed out loud, and told me I was in the 
right, for he had given it to feveral  perfon 
afflicted with the fame diteafe without its pro- 
ducing acure. Upon which he had long fuf- 
pected that the pretended virtue of the elks 
foot was a-vulgar miftake, of which he no more 
doubted than that the eating ofthe ‘flefh of the 
beaft infected people with their ‘diftemperi. 
He then gave me many inftances of the ill 
effects produced on human bodies by eating 
the flefh of elks. 

The gentleman obliged us to fpend the night 
with him, and having entertained us in a plen- 
tiful and agreeable manner, we took our leave 
of him early the next morning and returned to 
Chriftiana, where we ftaid tour’or five days, 
and then weighing anchor, failed for Bergen; 
but being becalmed in our paflieze for five days, 
we einployed curfelves in catching fifh, of 
which we caught fuch a quantity, that we kept 
Lent 2 long while after, being unwilling to throw 
the hih over board. : 


CHAS 


| 


Mo? Nortuern Parts of EUROPE. 109 
EXEL LEMKLE KLM 


CHAP. ft. | 


A Defcription of Berghen. The Author arrives : 
at Drontheim, and fets out for the Copper and ff 
Silver Mines, into one of which he defcends. A 

ays Defeription of the Mine, and the Manner in- 

elf, which the Miners [pend their Time. He returns 
aid, to Drontheim, continues his Voyage, and lands 

the at a Village, where the Ship’s Crew purchafe a 

fons Wind. The felling of Winds accounted for. The 

pr0- «Ship puts into Varanger to refit. The Religion, 
cs Cuftoms, and Manners of the Danith Laplan- 
cS ders. 


“the BE RGHEN, the capital of the province of 
the fame name in Norway, has one of the 
> iM fineft ports in Europe, and is divided into the up- 
ting MH per and lower town, the one built on the rocks, 
and the other on the fea-fhore. It is a large 
trading town full of merchants, and was for- 
merly an archbifhopric; but it has not been — 
acknowledged fuch fince the Reformation. The 
Archbifhop’s palace was given to the Hans 
towns, for their anciént merchants to live in, 
and the greateft part of the houfes were turned 
into ware-houfes, which ftill bear the name of 
cloifters, and the merchants are called Monks, 
though-they do not wear a cowl, nor obferve the 
rules of any order. ‘The King has, however, 
obliged them fo far to keep up the form of a 
religious houfe, that none of the merchants who 
live in it are allowed to marry without remov- 


A tm Vou. XX, Bae * ing, 


and beer; but being feveral days becalmed, we 
“again caught a great quantity of klip-fihh, a 


German tongue, fignifying a rock. 


the furveyor to unlade our fhips as faft as pol: 
fible, that we might purfue our voyage; but he 
told us, he could not begin till the officer, who 
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ing. The principal branch of trade carried ong 
Berghen, are herrings, cod, and ftock-fith, fy 
which there is a great vent in Mu/covy, Sweden, 
Poland, Denmark, Germany, Helland, andothe 
parts of Europe. 
As foon as we had difcharged the cargowe 
had to deliver at Berghen, we fet fail with a fouth. 
weit wind for Droutheim, half our lading being 
configned to the furveyor of the copper and 
filver mines, for the ufe of the miners and other 
workmen; it confifting principally of bread 


great part of which we falted and _ barrelled, 
"They are a kind of cod, bigger than thofe of 
Newfoundland, and ebtain the name of Klip-ffh 
from their never leaving the rocks, they al- Hi. 
ways lying upon or under them; &/ippe, in the 


On our arrival at Drontheim, we applied to 


was to receive their provifions, came back 
from the mines, and offered to fend a meffenger 
for him, whom I got leave toaccompany. Eazrly 
the next morning the furveyor’s man and I 
mounted on horfe-back, and began this jour- 
ney; but che roads were fo very rugged that we 
could not reach farther than Steckley, which 1s 
only eighteen miles from Drontheim ; for the 
night came on, and we had a long wood to ‘pals 
through, in which were wolves, yaa 
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hoarsin great numbers, that render travelling 
in the dark very dangerous. 

The next night we arrived at our journey’s 
end, and lodged at the forges, where according 
to the cuftom of the country we were entertained 
bythe people, who have the care of the mines, 
with tobacco, beer and brandy. And our hoft be-: 
lieving that we would not think ourfelves wel- 
and Hi come unlefs we were made drunk, plied us fo faft 
ther Mi with bumpers, that there was no avoiding a de- 
bauch. I here became acquainted with one of 


We Miithe officers of the mines who fpoke French, and 
h, a promifed, on my exprefling a defire to go down 
led. Minto one of them, to. gratify my curiolity. 
¢ ME The next morning the meflenger who came: 
a hither returned back to Drontheim with an of- 


ficer proper to clear the fhip. , 

Having bieakfafted with the perfon who 
foke French, and the mater miner, they went 
with me 50 or 60 paces from the forges, which 
aeupon an high mountain, to the mouth of 
one of the mines, over which was erected a 


“ machine refembling acrane turned by two men 
ack Hin two great wheels to draw up the ore, and the 
pet matter and I being fixed in a wooden bucket 
2B) BBwere let down above so fathoms. Never did 


lice a more horrid profpeét, or what appeared 


was to be feen all around but rugged caverns, 


under their eyes, reaching down to the breaft, 
L 2 and 


4truer picture of the infernal regions. Nothing 


lames of fire, and creatures that appeared to have: 
anearer refemblance to fiends than to men,’ 
They were drefled in black leathern jackets, 
with lJeathern mufflers about their heads jutt- 
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and had leathern aprons. Thefe miners have 
all different employments. Some ufe the chiffel 
and fome the hatchet to knock out the copper 
ftones: others fearch for new veins of metal, 
and others try to difcover caverns filled with 
water, which fometimes unexpectedly burt 
forth, and drown thofe in the mines. The 

mafter miner, who defcended with me, perceiv- 

ing I was afraid, and that I was taken witha 

cold fit, rung a bell, which being a fignal for 

the people above to draw us up, we foon afcend- 

ed with the fame eafe with which we had gone 

down, when I was glad to breathe the freh 

air, freed from the unwholefome damps of 
thefe fubterraneous dwellings, 

We went to the houfe of the officer who {poke 
French, and were entertained in avery handfome 
manner: after dinner that gentleman ordered 
horfes to be got ready to take me to the filver 
mines, and the mafter miner accompanied 'us 
Having introduced me to the furveyor, we wert 
each of us prefented with a large glafs of bran- 
dy, and then treated with beer and tobacco. 
When we had f{moaked and drank as much 4 
the furveyor thought fit, he conduéted us to the 
forges, which were about a mile from his houfe, 
at which, as in thofe of the copper mines, there 
are always feveral workmen employed, foms 
of whom break the ftones, others wath them, 
while others melt and refine the ore. Thefe 
taines turn to a very good account, and ‘are not 
the leaft part of his Dazifb majefty’s revenue. We 
foon after reached the mouth of a mine, down 
which we went in the fame manner as at the 
oun copper 
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the others, and their work and habitations are. 
much the fame. ‘The miners both in. the one 
and the other never work in winter. In {pring 
and autumn, they only labour three hours in: 
the forenoon, and three after dinner. But in 


fummer they work four hours in the morning’ 


and five in the afternoon. ‘The reft of their 
time they {pend in mirth and feafting. They de-: 


light much in dancing, and have their hautboys,- 


violins and-other inftruments for that purpofe.. 
This merry life they are able to fupport, being 


paid a crown a day all the year round. On. 
my return to the copper forges I found the peo 


ple at their {ports, and was not a little pleafed 
tofee the variety of their humours and paf-. 
limes. | | 

Having feen every thing worth notice at 
the mines, the furveyor took us home with 
him, and treated us with the ufual collation of. 


brandy, beer and tobacco; we afterwards par-; 
took of a good fupper, and when we had {ufh-. 
In the: 


ciently refrefhed ourfelves went to bed. 
mornifig the mafter miner and I, after a plen- 
tiful breakfaft, took leave of the furveyor, and. 
rode back to the copper mines, where having 


thanked the officer who fpoke French for his. 


civilities, the mafter miner and- I fet out for 
Drontheim. 


Night overtaking us before we had proceeded 


eicht miles, we were obliged to take up our 
quarters at a peafant’s houfe in the next village,- 


when the honeft man, knowing my companion, 


thought himfelf highly honoured by having fuch 
| L 3 a gueft 
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@ gueft, and therefore did his utmoft to oblige 
us. Before we fat down he brought us his 
brandy, tobacco and beer; provided a couple 
of pheafants, and a hare he had lately killed, for 
ourfupper; forthat game being free for the boors 
in thoie parts, they are feldom unfurnifhed with 
them. After {upper we all fet downto fmoaking, 
and continued drinking brandy and beer almoft. 
all night, till the peafant perceiving that the 
maiter miner was quite drunk, was fo rejoiced 
atit, that he foon became in as bad a condition 
himfelf, nor was I much better. We had all 
‘now our dofe. Upon which fome clean ftraw 
was brought, and fpread in the middle of the 
chamber to ferve inftead of beds, on which we 
lay down together and flept till morning; when 
being refolved to reach Drontheim that night, 
arofe before the mafter miner and the boor 
awaked, and by figns made the boor’s fons un: 
derftand that I wanted the horfes to be got. 
yeady, and they being faddled I rouzed my 
companion and his hoft, but they were no. 
fooner up than we again fell to eating and 
drinking, which being at length ended, we 
mounted on horfeback, and made the beft of 
our'way to Drontheim, where we arrived before: 
it was dark. om 
In two. days after my return, the fhip ‘having 
taken in her ftock of provifions and other ne- 
ceffaries, fet fail with a fair wind, to continue 
our voyage to the north, but after a few days 
we were becalmed under the Arétic circle, and 
fome of our crew being fo fuperftitious as to 
give credit to the opinion, that the anhehireet 
s : : Or 


~~, - ere oat . teat —l et. cee oe. So 


ym 4 
“~s> 


« s a 


Mof Nortuern Parts of Europe. 16 


of the neighbouring coaft, like thofe of Fin- 
land, could rule the elements, and difpofe of 
ple: fe the winds af their pleafure, our captain fent 
for Ham his boat afhore with the mate to purchafe a 
ors fa wind of them, that being the commodity he 
ith fe moft ftood in need of; and though I believed 
ng, fe nothing of the matter, I had the curiofity to 
oft HE accompany thofe employed in this ridiculous 
the fe commiffion. ie 


ced We landed at the firft village we came to, | 


ion fe and as the mate could fpeak enough of the lan- 
all MB guage to make himfelf underftood, he foon 
aw fgmfound out the chief necromancer; told him 
the fe what he wanted, and afked if he could furnith 
we Meus with a wind that would laft till we arrived 
hen fet Mourmanfkeimore, to which the necromancer 
t, i: Migravely replied, that he could not, for his 
oor: fe power extended no farther than the promontory 
uns fof Rouxella. ‘The mate confidering it was a 
got. Mm gteat way thither, and that if we reached fo far 
my Mve might eafily make the north cape, defired 
no.f/tim to go on board with us, and drive a bar- 
and (gain with the captain: to this the wizard con- 
we f™‘enting, took three of his comrades with him, 
t of MM and leaping into a fmall fifking boat went aboard 


fore four fhip, where the captain and he foon agreed 
-fjupon the price, and he was paid ten kroners, 
ving Me¥ich is about five or fix and thirty fhillings 


ne- Mtcrling, and a pound of tobaeco. When the 
nue f>4rgain was concluded, and the money paid, 
jays fthe wizard tied a woollen rag about half a yard 
and M@lone and a nail. broad, to the fore-maf. This 
s to Mag which had three knots was all the captain 


had for his money, and the necromancer im- 
| mediately 
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mediately returned in the fifhing boat to the 
village with his companions. 

He had not been-gone long when the cape 
tain, according to the inftructions ‘he had re.: 
ceived, untied the firft knot in the rag, and 
foon after a britk gale {prung up from the wef... 
fouth-weft, which drove us and the other hhips. 
in our company thirty leagues beyond Madl- 


has proved fatal to many veffels.. For this rea. 
fon fuch as are acquainted with thofe coaits keep; 
eight or ten leagues out to fea, to avoid both 
that and feveral other eddies, as well as the 
rocks that lie off Ofraford. 

The wind beginning now to fhift a little to 
the northward, the captain untied the fecond. 
knot, and the wind continued till we reached: 
the cape of Rouxella. Afier we had pafled 
that promontory, the needle of our coil 


turned back half an inch, from which fome- 


fancied that there was a load-ftone in the moun- 
tain. However, if we had not hada very ex- 


pert pilot we fhould certainly have loft our] 


courfe. He fhut up the compafs, and know- 
ing that the other fhips in our company were 
in the fame trouble as ourlelves, hung outa; 
flag on the fore-top-mait head, as a fignal for 
the fhips to follow us. We were two days and 
nights in this, dangerous fituation, having no- 
thing to depend upon but the pilot’s experi- 
ence; but on the third day, when we were at 
a confiderable diftance fi om the mountains of 
Royxella, the needle again pointed to the north, 
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whence we concluded that we drew near the 
north cape. 

ip By this time the wind failing'us, our captain 
re: M untied the third knot, and foon after a moft 
nd. HM dreadful tempeft blew from the north-north- 
tt. HM eaft, upon which we were obliged to take in all 
our fails and drive before the wind under our 
bare poles, expecting every minute to go to 


hat. e bottom ; dreading left this fhould be a 
“a: Mi judgment inflicted. upon us for our infernal 
et 

““P' Mi commerce. However, on the 4th day the ftorm 
oth ceafed, when we were under great cencern at 
the. our having loft fgne of the other vefiels, which 
_ Bjwe feared were by this time loft: but having 
fe afavourable gale, we continued our courfe, 
nd, 


refolving to make the firft port in order to 


9 refit. | 

fed Hl With refpe&t to the fale of winds, for which 
pals Ml thefe northern people are very famous, it is ne- 
Ome, ceflary to obferve, that like all other fpecies of 
uM Bi witchcraft and necromancy, it is no more than 
°* i mere fraud and impofture. ‘Thofe who deal in 
” it ftudy the weather, and from conftant obfer- 


vation, are able to judge of the variation of 
winds for feveral days to come, and take care 
1 for ftart fo many difficulties in making their 
"1 Mbargains, that they are fure never to come to 4 


be conclufion, till the figns appear by which they 
ere te morally certain that thofe winds will blow, 
P which they pretend to fell. When our fup- 
re at ; : 

¢@oled conjuror affirmed that his power reached 
ns Of Me: : 
orth, Moe farther than Rouxella, it ought to.be un- 
sence derftood, he very well knew by experience 


that cape to be the limit of his obfervations, 
. and 
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ing im an ifland, they are more able to judge 


_almoft inacceffible, and we were ob:iged to fail 
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and that he fhould rifk his credit, if he pre.’ 
fumed to exceed his bounds. ‘This account we. 
have received from fome intelligent perfons who 
refided a while in /celand, where the people are 
the moft famous for this kind of traffic, and 
they fell them with lefs limitation, becaufe liv. 


of the variation of winds in all the feas round 


about them. This fpecies of knowledge is 
confined among a few people, who by this @. 
means keep their neighbours in fubjection, and 
put foreigners under tribute; nor are thefe ftrange 


notions much to be wondered at in a barbarous 
country, where religion is ata very low ebb,’ 6 
and learning has not improved the mind. 

The coaits of the fea all over the north are 
fo full of rocks, that the ports and creeks are 


two days longer before we could make a proper’ 
port. However, we at length reached the coal: 
of Wardbuys, the chief town of Danifh Lapland, 
where there is a caftle, which has a garrifon of | 
two companies of foldiers, belonging to the 
King of Dezmark, and alfo a collector to re- 
ceive the duties impofed on foreigners trading 
to or from Archangel, who fuffered us to pals 
without examination, judging from our falut- 
ing the caftle, and by our colours, that we were 
Danes. We then failed to Varanger, and caf 
anchor half a league from the town, when the’ 
captain being impatient till he found a place 
where we inight refit, and being defirous of 
obtaining fome information in relation to trade, 
ordered out the long-boat, and taking re 
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him eight men well armed, rowed towards the 
town, Where he arrived in about/half an hour. 


* ES Varanger is a populous town and a convenient 
” BM port, but fo little frequented, that the inha- 
bitants, amazed at feeing them, gave them 


{mall encouragement for trade, but offered 
their affiftance to refit the fhip., 
» The Captain having obferved. the commodi- 
oufnefs of the harbour, returned with the boat, 
upon which we weighed anchor, and entered. 
‘Bi the port; when we unladed the cargo, which 
nd confiited of bales of cloth and rolls of itobacco, 
3 BR with which we defigned to have traded. Thefe. 
goods were locked up in a houfe near the fhore, 
anda watch fet to guard them. ‘To fome of 
the principal inhabitants we prefented bits of 
roll tobacco, which they valuing more than 
gold, it fecured their friendfhip, and in return, 
they treated us with the beft they had, parti- 
cularly with dry fifh, which ferves them inftead 
of bread; with the flefh of rain-deer, which 


— did not think very palatable ;. with bear’s fleth, 
if Band that of other wild beafts, of which we had 
) a no knowledge. ‘They alfo treated us with 
0 re- 


Bitch fith, boiled without falt, and ferved up 


ding Beither with the oil of other fifh, or a four liquor 
pals Bat is highly efteemed by them. We could 
falut- ot, however, bear them company in their re- 
welt M@afts, and their dainties not {uiting our tafte, 
d caft vefent for provifions from the fhip, the chief 
on the TBF which was falt beef and bifcuit; but. when 
pe ie cftered fome of it to the Laplanders, we found 
ous 


f hat our food was as difagreeable to them as 
mets was to us. 


Their 
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Their four drink confifts of an infufion of 
juniper-berries, and of a grair like lentils, the 
name of which I forgot; it grows there in great 
‘abundance, as do alfo juniper-trees; of that 
grain they alfo make brandy, which has the 
fame effe&t as that diftilled from grapes, and 
their common drink is as ftrong as French wine, 
Our beer was indeed more acceptable to them 
than our meat; they drank freely of it, and 
were alfo pleafed with the brandy we gave them; 
yet they preferred their own four drink to e- 
ther our brandy or beer. 

The religion of Lapland is Lutherani/m; but 
though they have clergy among them, they 
are fo fuperftitious, that if in the morning they 
meet a beaft in their way whofe appearance 1 
efteemed ominous, they return home |fand d 
not ftir out again all that day; and when the 
go a fifhing, if they take but one fith in th 
firft draught, they think it an ill omen, pack 
up their nets, and leave work for that time. 

Both the men and women are of a low fla 
ture, but are ftrong and active. ‘Their facesa 
broad and flat, and particularly their nofes 
Their eyes are {mall like a hog’s, and their ey 
lids in general make them look as if they we 
blear-eyed. ‘They are of a fwarthy complection 
and are of arude uncivilized and lafcivious dil 
pofition; efpecially the women, who readi 
proftitute themfelves to all comers, if the 
can do it without the knowledge of their hul 
bands. | 

The men are ‘cloathed in rain-deer fk 
_ with the hair outwards ; their coats are fhe 
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nd reach down to the middle of their thighs: 
their breeches and ftockings are of the fame 
materials, with the hair outwards; but over 
thefe {ome of them wear a kind of boots made 
of fith fkin, which, though rough and coarfe, 
are ftitched fo neatly, that the feams are hardly 
tobe feen. ‘Their bonnets are alfo made of 
sain-deer fkins, with the hair outwards, but 
are edged with a ftrip of either grey or white 
fox fkin. 

_ Their caps are like thofe of the Norwegiax 
women, and are made of coarfe canvas, and their 
hair is twifted up in two rolls that hang down 
meach fhouider. Some of them wear a fort of 
nf eight fingers broad, which they tie be- 
hind. ‘Their other cloaths are, made either of 
coarfe cloth, or the fkins of rain-deer, with the 
hair turned outwards; but their fhoes are of 
ffh fkins with the fcales on, and fomewhat re- 
femble the wooden fhoes worn by the peafants 
in France- 

Their houfes refemble thofe of the boors 
aout Chriffiana. ‘They have no light but 
what enters by a hole at the top of the hut, 
and co not make ufe of beds any more than 
the cther Laplanders. ‘The whole family, as 
the mafter, miftrefs, children, and men and 
haid fervants, lie down together promifcuoufly, 
upon bear fkins fpread in the middle of the 

tom, which, when they rife in the morning, 
ive taken up and laid by, till they are wanted 
‘gain at night. In every houfe there ts a great 
black cat which they highly; value. The Lap- 
uders talk to it as if it was a reafonable crea- 
ROL; make MM 3 ture > 
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ture: every night they go out of their hug 
with it, as if to confult it alone; and in: par- 
ties of fifhing or hunting it follows the. people 
like a dog. Wt ae 
We unladed the fhip the day after our art. 
val, and the inhabitants helped us to haul he 
afhore, when the Captain finding. that: fh 
was more damaged than he expected, defired 
the Lap/anders to provide him timber to reff 
her, to which they readily agreed, and th 
crew went to a neighbouring mountain t 
fell it. 
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j The Author and fome others travel into the Country, 
in order to trade with the Inhabitants. Ti 
HE Manner of travelling in Stledges drawn by 
HE Rain-Deer. A Defcription of that Animal. To 
4 . Cuftoms and Manners of the Ruffian Laplan 
ders. The Ceremonies of a Lapland Funeral 
_ and the Adventures they met with upox the Roa 
t7/l their Return to Varanger; with a generi 
Chara&er of the Pecple of Lapland, anda 
Account of their Beafts, Birds, and Fifbes 
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S we found that the fhip would be fom 
time in refitting, our fupercargo though 
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| into the country, to try whether any trade coul 
i -he carried on with the peafants there; and fo 
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this purpofe picked out me, and two more of. 
the fhip’s company, to attend him. -— 

Early the next morning, which was the 12th | 
of May, we fet out, taking with us fome cloth 
and tobacco to trade with, and falt beef and 
pork for'our provifions ; having engaged three 
of the inhabitants of Varanger to attend us, 
both to fhew us the way, and to help to carry 
our goods and provifions to the next village. 
We followed them through woods, mountains; 
and valleys without meeting any living crea- 
ture, till about four o’clock in the afternoon, 
when we perceived two white bears of a pro-’ 
digious fize approach, as we thought, to de- 
yvourus; but our guides obferving the terror 
we were in, bid us not be afraid, for we need 
only have our arms ready for defence in cafe 
they approached too near us. Upon which we 
cocked and primed our pieces, and prepared 
our fiints ; but whether the bears were fright- 
ened at the fire which ftruck from our flints, 
or fnclt our powder, they foon fled away fo 
fait, that they were prefently out of fight. 

As we were deicending a mountain an hour 
before night, we perceived at the foot of it a 
dozen houfes at a confiderable diftance from 
each other, and a little beyond them a herd of 
beaits like ftags, which our guides told us were 
ran-deer. On our arrival at the village, our 
guides conducted us to a hut, when being 
very weary, we were glad to reft ourfelves, for: 
Wwe had made a long journey in a very bad way, 
with our luggage at our backs, which tired and 
tncumberea us. We prefented our hoft with a 
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piece of roll tobacco, and he received it with 
extraordinary joy, affuring us, he had not had 
{o valuable a prefent in nine months before; 
and in return, he brought out his brandy bot- 
tle, fome rain-deer’s flefh dreffed without {alt- 
ing, and fome dried fifh, which we gave toour 
gaxier and {upped ourfelves upon the provi- 
ions we had brought with us; after which we 
went to fleep upon bear’s tkins, after the fafhion 
of the country. 

In the morning we afked our hoft if he had 
nothing to barter with us for cloth and tobac. 
co, to which he anfwered that he had fome 
wolf, fox, and white fquirrel fkins, and thai 
his neighbours had fome of the fame commo- 
dities, and would gladly exchange with us 
We bid him, by our interpreters, bring out his 
fkins, and if he had any cloaths made of rain 
deer fkins, we would deal with him for four 
{uits, which we wanted to keep us warm; ac- 
cordingly he brought. forth his merchandize, 
which we bought, and paid him part in te 
bacco and part in cloth. We alfo trucked 
with his neighbours as long as they had any 
thing worth buying, and then defired our hot 
to lend us fome rain-deer to carry us farther up 
the country, to which he readily confented; 
and taking down a horn that hung up inh 
cottage, went out and blew it, upon which 
fourteen or fifteen of thofe animals came run 
ning towards the hut, fix of whom he imme 
diately yoked to fix fledges. In one of then 


‘we put our merchandize and provifions, ano 


ther we afligned to one of our guides who un 
derftoog 
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derftood the language of the Mu/covite Laplan= 
drs, and that of the K7/ops, diimiffing the two. 
other inhabitants of Varanger, afier having firft 

paid them in tobacco for their trouble. We 

then put on our Lapland cloaths, and each of 
ys lying down in his fledge, was covered with 

abear’s ikin. At the back of the fledge were 

two girths made of rain-deer’s fkin leather, in 

which we thruft our arms up to the fhoulders 

to keep ourfelves fteady, and we had eacha 

nck with a ftrong ferrel to it to fupport the 
ficdge, 1f1t fhould be in danger of overturning 
acainit the ftumps of trees, or ftones lying in 

the way. Wewere no fooner ready to fet out, 
than our hoft muttered fome words in the ear 
oi the rain-deer; and when I afterwards en- 
quired of our guide what he meant by it, he 
gravely replied with the utmof fimplicity, that 
it was to tell them whither they thould carry 
us. However, cuftom had made this mutter- 
ing fo familiar to: them, that.when .our hoft 
had gone to all the fix, they fet off- with an 
amazing {wiftnefs,.and continued their pace 
over hilis and dales. without keeping any beaten 
path, till feven o’clock.in the evening; when. . 
they brought us to a large village fituated be- 
tween two, mountains,,.on. the. borders.of a 


great lake. Stopping 4 t the fourth houfe in the 


place, and beating the ground with their feet, 
the matter of the houfe..came with fome of his 
fervants to take us out of thedledges, and un- 
harnefs our cattle;. one of them: bringing out 
4 little juniper can filled with brandy, of which 
he gave Cava cf us a brimmer out of a larger 


M 3 | vefle] 
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veffel that was alfo made of juniper wood. This 
it feems was to revive our {pirits, our guide 
having informed him, that we were frightened 
at our being drawn fo {wiftly by thefe .ani- 
mals, we not being ufed to that way of tra. 
velling. 

The rain-deer 1s of the colour.of the ftae, 
and is not much bigger. The horns of this 
animal are fomewhat higher than thofe of the 
ftag, but more crooked, hairy, and not fo well 


furnifhed with branches. They have cloven 


feet like their’s, but they are as big as the 
hoofs of oxen. Of the milk of the females 
the Lap/anders make good butter and cheefe. 
Their harnefs is a collar of rain-deer leather, 
by which they are faftened to. the fhafts of the 
fledge, not much unlike the manner in which 
a horfe is faftened to achaife; and thus they 
draw it with incredible {wiftnefs, without being 
guided by the rider. 


When we got out of our fledges, our hof | 


conducted us into his hut, which, like the ref 
cf the cottages in the place, was very little, 
low, and covered with the bark of trees, the 
light entering in at a hole in thetop. The 
people here were cloathed much like thofe of 
Varanger, their apparel being of the fame 
materials and make, but longer. The women 
were alfo dreffed in rain-deer fkins, with the 
hair outwards, and their hair was twifted like 
that of the women of Varanger; but inftead of 
a canvas cap, they wore on their heads a high 
bonnet made of the fame ‘kins as their cloaths, 
wath the hair outwards, “ 

2 
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We gave our hoft.a piece of our roll tobac” 
co about two inches long, with which he was 
highly pleafed, and in the moft hearty manner 
returned us his thanks. We alfo gave a piece 
not quite fo long to each of the inhabitants of 
the place to make them our friends, and: the bet- 
ter to fecure ourfelves againft their attempts, 
for they feemed more uncivilized than thofe we 
laftt dealt with: we again fupped on the provi- 
fions we had brought with us, and our guide eat 
fome of our hoft’s falt fifth and frefh rain-deer 
venifon. We afked how many leagues we had 
come that day, he anfwered about thirty, and 
that we were in the territories of Meurman/fkei- 
more. ‘lhe inhabitants talked a language very 
different from that ufed at Varanger; but our 
guide had- been often in the country, and un- 
derftood them. After fupper we laid down on 
bear fkins, to take our reft, as we had done 
the night before, having firft exchanged with 
cur hoit our Lapland habits for thofe that were 
longer, and a parcel of tobacco for the fkins 
of 100 grey {quirrels, a furr much efteemed 
in Denmark and other parts of Europe. : 

Tne next day our hoft, at our defire, provided 
us with fledges to go farther into the country, 
and the other inhabitants of the village came 
to fee us depart, bringing brandy with them 
to drink to us at our king our leave of them ; 
when our hoft having performed the fame ce- 
temony of muttering in the ears of the fix rain- 
deer, they fet off, and we were drawn with the 
fame fwiftnefs as before. We came to no place 
that was inhabited till about three in the af- 
ternoon, 


; 
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ternoon, when we arrived at a village, in which 
were eight cottages built on a high mountain 
by a wood fide, where our cattle ftopped, by 
which we gueffed that there were fome inhabi- 
tants; but finding that nobody came to us, 
we baited our rain-deer with mofs, which grew 
there very plentifully, and refrefhed ourfelves 
with falt beef and bifcuit; while our interpre- 
ter regaled himfelf upon fome rain-deer veni- 
fon and dried fifth, all of us making merry 
with the brandy we had given us in the lat 
yillage. | 
We ftaid in this place near an hour, and this 
being the ufual ftage, the rain-deer had no in- 
clination to quit it; in order to induce them to 
move, our guide ufed many ridiculous and fu- 
perititious ceremonies: he went alone into the 
wood, and coming out again, muttered fome 
words in the ears of thefe animals, which, whe- 
ther they underftood or not, had but little-ef- 
fect on them, till he had played this farce over 
four cr five times, when they began to proceed, 
though not fo fwiftly as before. We then afked 
him the reafon why we faw nobody in the vil- 
lage, to which he replied, that it was a very 
common thing in that country, thefe dwellings 
belonging to tie Kz/ops, a nation of Laplanaers 
who often change their habitations, fly from 
ftrangers, and fubfift only upon what they get by | 
hunting. We now defcended the mountain, . 
and about nine o’clock difcovered four Kzlops at 
a {mall diitance, returning from hunting 1n 
fledges drawn by rain-deer, but they turned 
afide, and took another way to avoid us. by 
els 
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fefs than half an hour after we entered a long 


wood, in which we heard terrible howlings, 
but faw no beaft of prey. When we had paffed 
the wood we had another mountain to defcend, 
at the bottom of which we obferved a village ; 
thither our cattle carried us, and ftopping, beat 
their feet before-a cottage, at which the maf- 
ter made his appearance, and we having fo- 
licited his friendfhip with a piece of tobacco, 
he made us welcome: we fupped on our pro- 
vifion, as our guide did on his; and then, ac-~ 
cording to cuftom, laid down to reft on bear 
fins, being fufficiently tired with our jour- 
ney. 

The next morning we afked the mterpreter 
how many leagues we had travelled the pre- 
ceding day, to which he replied, at leaft forty ; 
but he muit certainly have been miftaken, or 
elfe the leagues muft not be fo long as they are 
generally calculated, for forty of their leagues 
make 160 of thofe of France, each Lapland 
league being as long as a German. Our guide 
alfo informed us, that we were in Mu/covite 
Lapland; and we bid him afk the inhabitants 
of the village, whom we had prefented with 
tobacco, and been treated by them with bran- 
dy, whether they had any commodities to ex- 
change with us for tobacco and cloth. We had 
fome rolls of the former left, and moft of our 
bales of the latter. The Laplanders replied, 
that they had fome furrs, and on our defiring 
to fee them, brought us white, black and grey 
fox fkins, grey fquirrels and fables, though not 
of fo fine a colour as thofe of Borandia, Samo- 
jedia, 
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jedia, and Siberia. Thefe merchandizes wer 
what we wanted; we therefore foon agreed MMB Vry 
with them, and paid them in cloth and tobacco, fuch 
When we had finifhed our bufinefs we {a Mievet 
down to drink with them, and though they ij 4s 
were not quite fo brutal as fome other of the fy {0 
Laplanders, their converfation was extremely im {cu 
rude and indecent. It now grew late, and we fm") 
defigning to proceed yet farther to difpofe of 
the few rolls of tobacco we had left, defired 
our hoft to furnifh us with fledges and freh 
rain-deer. | 

He harneffed and prepared as many fledges 
as we had occafion for, upon which we depart- 
ed at one o’clock, and ran with our former 
{peed, through different and unbeaten wattes, 
till pait fix, without meeting with one habita- 
tion; when defcending a hill, we obferved two 
huts under a rock alittle out of the way. Our 
guide told us, that they belonged to two Ki- 
tops, who no fooner faw us, than they fled with 
their wives and families. We travelled two 
hours longer, but came to no houfe, till we at 7 
lait difcovered a large village at the foot of a jea 
hill by a river fide, where we arrived at eleven IR”? 
o’clock at night, and went to a cottage in the Ou 
‘middle of the place, whither our cattle were for 
pleafed to conduct us. The matter of the houle kn 
gave us a very kind reception, made us a fire 
in the middle of his hut, and treated us with 9’ 
brandy, dried. fith, and falted venifon, with & 
falt butter and milk. We were furprized at 
this change, for we had not before met with 
any falt provifions in our journey: we had al- 
ready 
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ready eat.up Our bread, and fhould have been 
yery much put to it had we not met with 
, fe fuch good entertainment here; our guide, how- 
t@mever, Would not tafte a bit of falt meat, and 
y ewes therefore obliged to live on the frefh veni- 
¢faicn he brought with him. In the morning we 
y fg cund they had nothing to trade with, and that 
e M@athey could not fupply us with fledges: upon 
f Ma which we croffed the river, and foon reaching 
4 Mg zother villace, went to the moft likely houfe 
h Mato hire fledges and rain-deer, to carry us to 
Kola, where having furnifhed ourfelves, we 
arrived there about noon. Xo/a is a large 
town fituated on the fide of a river near ten 
leagues from the North Sea, having large foretfts 
and deferts to the eaft, Mourman/fkeimore to the 
welt, and prodigious high mountains to the 
fouth. It confifts of one indifferent itreet, the 
houfes of which are built of wood, and very 
low; but are handfomely covered with fith- 
bones on the top, where the light enters at 
ahole, as in other parts of Lapland. ‘The 
inhabitants, like the other Mu/covites, are fo 
jealous of their wives, that they lock them 


a 

n Weep to prevent their being feen by {ftrangers. 
ve Me Uur landlordtook all our cloth off our hands, 
re Mor which he gave us in exchange two lynxes 
fe Mkins {potted like a leopard’s, three dozen of 
‘2 (White fox tkins, fome ermines, half a dozen of 
Mg yetttas, an animal which fomewhat refembles 
hi We badger, but it is longer, and has rougher 
at Mair; his colour is a blackifh red, and his tail 
h Wgike a fox’s. There being fome ells of cloth 


ibove what we were to give him in exchange, 


he 
ind 
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he obliged himfelf to fupply us with provifion iM E 
_ for our journey back to Varanger, and to help i m 
us to fledges as far as the river we had lately HM th 


pafled. He treated us as well as he was able, in 
and we fupped and flept as we had done in MM on 
other places. th 
The next morning when we were prepafing MMM an 
to depart, fome of the town’s people enquired MM th: 
whether we had any rolls of tobacco left, and 
whether we would exchange them for {kins M0’ 
We replied, with all our hearts. Upon which {i ret 
they fetched a dozen of ermine, two white fox MM in 
fkins, and four lynxes, for which we gavel vei 
them the remainder of our cargo of tobacco, MM cu; 
except feven or eight rolls, which we reierved i the 
for our own ufe, and to pay for the hire of our fi rey 
rain-deer and fledges in our way back; for to- fi mc 
bacco is more neceflary than money to thole gM lea 
who travel in this wild and unfrequented i fill 
country, the Laplanders valuing a piece of to- Mit, 
bacco of the length of one’s finger, at above Mot 
a crown piece. ‘The Kings of Denmark andg@ abc 
Sweden have taxed it feverely, and there acm | 
collectors fettled in every frontier town to gai {ee 
ther the impoits upon it. acc 
When we had difpatched our bufinefs, weg wh 
were obliged, according to the cuftom of thei dir 
place, to drink with our chapmen. Obur en- 
tertainment every where was brandy, and it 
lafted tiil two in the afternoon, when we de 
fired our hoft to get the fledges ready, which 
he did in a minute, packed up our furrs tor us, 
_ furnifhed us with bifcuit, gingerbread, and iultes 
rain-deer venifon, befides a rundlet of brandy 
byer 
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Every thing being thus ready, we ftored our 
merchandize in one of the fledges, got into 
the others ourfelves, drank a full glafs at part- 
ing with our friendly dealers, and fet out on 
af our return for the village on the other fide of 
the river, which we had paffed the day before, 
gfe and in my ‘opinion we travelled much fafter 
ofa than we had hitherto done. | 
dif™ We arrived at the firft village by feven 
s,m oclock, foon croffed the river, and went di- 
re€tly to our old quarters, where our-landlord, 
in hopes of getting more tobacco, received us 
very joyfully: he immediately prefented usa 
cup of brandy, and afked us if we would have 
the rain-deer put to the fledges, to which we 
replied, that we chofe to reft ourfelves till 
morning, there being no village for feveral 
leagues from his habitation. Upon this he 
filled us another cup, and when we had drank 
it, offered to take us with him to the funeral 
of one of his neighbours who had been dead 
about four hours. 

We were very glad of this opportunity of 
feeing their funeral ceremonies, and therefore 
accompanied him tothe houfe of the deceafed, 
wei When we faw the corpfe taken from the bears 
kins on which it lay, and removed into a wooden 
tofin, by fix of his moft intimate friends 5 
tie body being firft wrapped in linnen, and the 
face and hands only left bare. In one hand they 
puta purfe with money in it, to pay the fee of 
the porter of the gate of Paradife, and in the 
ther a certificate, figned by a Prieft; direéted 
St. Peter, to certify that he wasa good Cé4ri- 
VOL. mh N fia, 
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ftian, and ought to be admitted into heaven; and 


at the head of the coffin was placed a picture of h 
St. Nicholas, who was one of the feven Deacons ‘ 
mentioned in the és of the Apoftles, a Saint Hi ) 


greatly reverenced in all parts of Mu/covy, where 
he is fuppofed to be a particular friend of the 2 
dead; upon which account his piéture is always 
fixed near a corpfe, inftead of a crucifix. Heis 
reprefented in a pilgrim’s habit, with a long 
robe, a broad girdle about his waift, and a ftaf T 
in his hand. They alfo put into the coffina 
rundlet of brandy, fome dried fith, and rain-deer HM 
venifon for him to eat and drink on the road. M3. 
They then lighted fome fir-tree roots, piled up ,., 
at a convenient diftance from the coffin, wept, 
howled and made a variety of ftrange geftures, My 
affuming a thoufand different attitudes to fhew 
the extravagancies of their forrow. When this 
noife and thefe geiticulations were over, they 
marched round the corpfe feveral times in pro- 
ceffion, afking the deceafed why he died? whe- 
ther he was angry with his wife’ whether he 
ftood in need of meat, drink or cloaths? if he 
had not fucceeded when fifhing, or had loft his 
game when hunting? they then refumed thei 
howling, and ftamped with all the figns of dif 
traction. One of the Priefts who affifted at the 
folemnity frequently fprinkled holy water upon 
the corpfe, as alfo did the mourners. Being 
now almoft deafened with noife, and wearie 
with looking on thefe barbarous rites, we lef 
our landlord behind us, and returned to hi 
cottage, where we found his wife athome. Sh 
had made a fally from the place in whic’ 3 

| huibant 


Mof NorTHERN Parts of EvroPe. 133 


hufband had confined her on our arrival, and 
no fooner faw us, than fuppofing he was in our 
company, would have retiréd to her corner ; 
but our interpreter letting her know that the 
good man was at the funeral, and would not 
return for fome time, fhe ftaid and viewed us all 
$i round, one after another, drew her feat near us, 
SH and fhewed us a bonnet of her own embroider- 


6M ing, very curioufly performed with tinfel thread. 
fT The wives of the Mufcovite Laplanders make 
4M cloaths for themfelves, their hufbands, and their 
i children, and at the edges they are all embroi- 


dered with that thread. She was pretty hand- 
fome, well fhaped, and appeared to be good hu- 
moured, and well pleafed with us. While our 
hoft was bufied about the funeral, we pulled out 
fome of our provifions, and gave our landlady 
fome of every fort to taite. She liked them 
all, efpecially the gingerbread; but having 
drank two or three glafles of brandy, withdrew 
toher place of confinement, for fear of her 
hufband’s return ; for he would have certainly 
relented her having taken fuch liberty, which 
would have raifed his jealoufy, had he found 
her among us. When he came home, he oblig- 
ed us to take a cup or two more, to fmoke a 
pipe, and to fup with him; for he’ brought fuch 
provifions as he thought would be moft grateful 
toour palates, particularly falt butter, which 
weeat with bread; and as our guide would not 
tate any thing that was falt, he got him fome 
dried fifth, and fome bear’s flefh, which he broil- 
¢d on the coals. 

N 2 All 
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All the cottages in this village were, like thofe 


we had obferved in other places, built of wood be 
and covered with turf, but they were handfomer fm "° 
than any we had yet feen, being both within 
and without adorned with fith bones, curioufly fm 
inlaid. We, according to cuftom, laid down + 
with the family on bears fkins, our landlady 
alone being obliged to conceal herfelf till we 7 
were gone. 2 


Early the next morning our hoft got ready 
our rain-deer and fledges, when having ftowed f 
our bales, our cattle fet off, and in two hours Mm. 
carried us fix leagues. As we were pafling fm > 
between two hills, we faw a Laplander going a 


hunting, who came up to us fkating on the % 
fnow, as faft as we rode in our fledges, for the 
{now feldom melts there till Mid/ummer. His at 


fkates, which were made of the bark of a tree, | 
were feven feet and a half long, four fingers 
broad, and flat at thebottom. He was dreffed 
like the other Laplanders, in a garment made of 
the fkin of a rain-deer, had an arrow in one hand, 


1S 
a bow in the other, and a large quiver hang-@ 
ing at his back, and was followed by a black @ 
cat. He keptcompany with us about halfa@.._ 
league, and we parted at the foot of\the next@. : 


mountain. 

We continued our rout three days, {topping 
at the fame places where we lay before, and 
meeting with nothing extraordinary ; our en- 
tertainment, our way of travelling, and every @).,. 
thing elfe being the fame as before: and on dop 
the 21ft of May, about nine o’clock at. night, @, - 


we arrived fafe at Varanger, having every — rou 
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been received with great civility, and fuffered. 
no injury in our whole journey. 
From obferving the manners and difpofitions 


Ss << SVS st Oo OO 


notwithftanding their ignorance and {uperftition,. 
they are remarkable for their honefty, and are 
unacquainted with theft or fraud. They throw 
the dart with fuch dexterity, as eafily to hit a 
mark of the fize of a crown piece, at the dil- 
tance of 30 paces; and are fo expert in the ufe 
of the bow and arrow, that they can fhoot their 
game in what part they pleafe, and yet are fo 
averfe to war, that whenever the Kings of Den- 
mark or Sqweden, or the Czar of Mu/fcovy, have 
occafion for foldiers, they leave their dwellings 
and fly to the woods, for fear of being preffed 
into the fervice. 
They have plenty of geefe, ducks, pullets, 
and other forts of fowl, which they feed with 
the grain of which they make their drink, and 
When that is fcarce, give them dried fifh. Here 
salfo a bird of prey, of a deep pearl colour, 
much bigger than an eagle: his head is like 
that of a Cat, and his eyes are red and f{park- 
ling : his claws and beak refemble thofe of an 
eagie, and he feeds upon nares and other {mall 
game. Moftof the beaits of Lapland are white, 
‘at the wolves, bears, foxes, and hares; even 
mM Bieir crows may be compared to the {wan for 
whitenefs, and have nothing black about them 
ery B but their bills and feet. They have a kind of 


ao =< 
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ly 


- dogs a foot long, and only four inches high; | 
Be their hair is an inch long, of a yellowifh white, 
ee lough, and ftanding up like a hog’s briltles ; 


N 3 the 


of the Laplanders, I am enabled to afhrm, that 
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the head and {nout refemble thofe of a rat, M2 
they have ftrait ears like a wolf, with a curled Hf fi 
' tail, and are very ready atcatching mice, which im bt 
i they watch, amd eat like our cats; on whichi™ th 
j account the Laplanders, notwithitanding their ¢a 
uglinefs, fet a high value upon them. Thel of 
fifh, which when dried, ferves them fori ve 
bread, is called raff, and is firm, fubstantial, i lo; 
and excepting the fat, has a very good tafte, i ne 
They have plenty of other forts of fith; andi caf 
though they have fuch an antipathy to falt, yet 
they boil all their meat in falt water, if they 
are near enough to the fea to get it conven 


ently. wa 
fun 
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They fail from Varanger, and land on the Coaf eaft 
of Borandia; trade with the Natives, whigqthat 
are defcribed; and take a trading ‘Journey! We 
Sledges through Borandia. They embark omg le 
board aVeffel, and fail to Petzora. = 


TITHIN two or-three days after ougve ¢ 
return to Varanger, the Captain had regj@ m 
paired the fhip, and taken in his lading an 
ballaft; in the mean time our crew treated th 
inhabitants with brandy and tobacco, to kee 
them in good humour; for fear left if they wet 
not bribed to be our friends, they fhould, 1 
revenge, plague us with contrary winds. Wour 
fet fail from Varanger on the 26th of May, wit fe 
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agale as much in our favour as we could pof- 
fibly defire, which the failors ignorantly attri- 
‘hf buted to the friendfhip of the Laplanders; but 
him this breeze foon fhifting, we were obliged to 
it me caft anchor under the fhore oppofite the ifland 
heim 0: Wardbuys ; when. being obferved by the Go- 
orm vernor of the caftle, he came off to us in a fhal- 
al, op, and was entertained in as obliging a man- 
te, Mg ner as poflible; after which he returned to the 
nd caftle very well fatisfied with his reception. The 
yet next day the wind fettling, we proceeded again 
tofea, and held our courfe north-north-eatt, 
and in three days got into a climate where there 
was now no night, we never lofing fight of the 
fun, which was always above the horizon. 

On the 31ft day of May, we faw the moun- 
tans of Greenland, at which time a north wind 
blew with fuch violence, that we could not 
keep to fea, and were obliged to fteer to the 
eaft-fouth-eaft, in order to make the fhore; 
that we might be fheltered from the weather. 
We continued our courfe for feveral days, and 
at length cait anchor in a good harbour on the 
coaft of Borandia. 

We had fcarce entered this harbour, before 
we e{pied two fhips that were at anchor about 
amufket-fhot from us, which we found were 1 
the two fhips in our company that had been | 
feparated from us in the ftorm that drove us 
into Varanger. We were extremely glad at 
inding them, and accordingly fired three guns, 
ind hung out our flag in the ftern asa fignal of i 
ur arrival, ‘They were filled with equal joy " 
t feeing us fafe, anfwered our guns by twice as | 
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many, and hung out all their flags and pendants; 
we did fo too; but though we withed for an 
opportunity of fending our long-boat to them, 
to learn the particulars of their efcape, the 
wind blew fo itiff, thet we durft not. attempt 
it till 24 hours after. They were no lefs im- 
patient to know how we efcaped, and as foon 
as the wind flackened, a boat came off from 
each of them on board us, when we embraced 
each other with extraordinary joy and affection, 
as people who had found friends whom they 
thought buried in the deep. 

They toid us that the itorm drove them on 
the coait of Junor Yet, near an ifland, where 
they had like to have run afhore in three fa- 
thoms water, and were forced to tack about 
immediately, for fear of running upon the 
rocks; when by the favour of a north-north- 
eait wind, they got out to fea with much ciit- 
culty, and in three days reached the bay where 
we found them. We in our turn told them 
the dangers we had encountered, and our be: 
ing forced to enter the port of Varanger to re- 
ht our fhip; and informed them of our jour: 
ney through Danijh, Swedifh, and Mufcovite 
Lapland ; and of cur trafic and adventures. 
This account encouraged them to go afhore, 
to try if they could find any body ‘to trade 
with them; when a council being held, it was 
refolved, that a captain, a fupercargo, two ac- 
countants, who underitood both the language 
of the North and the Ruffian, with twenty 
feamen, and myfelf, well armed, fhould - 

ali 
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and take with us feveral days provifions, and 
fome goods for traffic. 

: Purfuant to. this refolution, two long-boats 
were got ready, and having landed, we afcended 
ahill, to fee if we could difcover any habita- 
tions; but perceiving none, we marched to a 
neighbouring .mountain at half a league’s dif- 
tance, where we obferved five or fix perfons 
among fome bufhes of thorns and briars, who 
came towards us, till they perceived us advanc- 
mg; and then turned their backs and fled 
away fo faft, that we loft fight of them in an 
ntant. However, imagining that their track 


t would lead us to fome village, we followed it, 
: * ed after a march of two hours, as we defcended 


jmountain, we obferved fome huts in the val- 
ty below; and advancing towards them, perm 
ved thirty or forty men armed with darts and 
tows, prepared to give us battle, for feeing fo 
rong a body of us, they took us for enemies. 
We halted for fome time, in order to confult 
nether we fhould retreat to our fhips or attack 
em, and being fenfible that nothing was to 
t got by defeating them, were inclined to re- 


ke le; when one of our accountants offered to go 
ves, A them by himfelf, and to let them know that 
sree were friends and merchants, who were come 
adel’! 8 view of trading with them, if they had 
was’) thing to exchange with us. 

acy this propofal being approved, he ap- 


tached them, carrying two rolls of tobac- 
®, and a {mall keg of brandy. When he 


ant ta : 
induc within hearing, one of them, who feemed 
LN, ; ? Back 

andi 0° their chief, called to himin the Mu/covite 


language, 


ee 
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language, afking who we were, and what we 
would have, and on being anfwered that we 
were merchants come to trade with them, they 
feemed fatished, and made figns to him to 
come nearer, when giving us the fame fignal, 
we, to our mutual fatisfaction, joined compz- 
nies. 

On ourcoming up to them, I was furprizedto 
fee them much fhorter than the Laplanders, their 
eyes are {mall like ferrets, and what is ufually 
‘called the white, is of a reddifh yellow; thet 
heads are large, their faces flat and broad, with 
flat nofes, and fwarthy compleétions, and their 
legs are fhort and thick. ‘The Borandian wo-H p, 
‘men are not at all handfomer than the men; 0, 
they drefs like them, and alfo, like them, fpend 
their time in fifhing and hunting. Their cloaths 
are a cap, a jacket that reaches down to the 

knees, a ftrait pair of breeches and ftockings, 
all made of white bears fkin, with the hairy 
fide outwards; but their thoes are made of the 
bark of atree. They roaft all the meat the 
obtain by hunting, eat it without falt, and ule 
fifh inftead of bread. Their common drink 1s 
water, in which juniper-berries are fteeped til 
they rot, which gives the water an agreeable 
tafte, at leaft in a country where nothing bet 
ter is to be had. Their huts are low and oval ‘h 
covered with fith bones, and have no light bug, 
what comes in at the door, which refembles the 
mouth of an oven. ‘They drink immoderatel 
when they can get brandy, and the moft ac 
ceptable prefent that can be made them, 15 ’ 
che 
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ther fome of that liquor or tobacco: but they 
HM feem to have little or no notion of religion. 

*M =6They foon purchafed all the brandy and to» 
YM bacco we had brought afhore with us for fox 
OMM kins, wolve fkins, and a few ermines. When 
fading that they had a great quantity remain- 
ing, we perfuaded them to take them‘to the 
beach, to which they readily agreed, and hav- 
ing carried them to the fhore, itood admiring 
our fhips. We then made a figna! for the boats 
to be fent off to fetch our chapmen; upon 
which each fhip fent two, 1n one of which went 
the fupercargo, the accountant who treated 
with the Borandians, and I, with feveral of the 
Borandians, while others itaid on the fea-fhore. 


a i On our going on board, the captain being in- 
" formed of their. fondnefs for brandy and tobac - 
~ co, filled out a brimmer for each of them, and 


alio made a prefent to each of a bit of roll to- 
bacco of about an inch long, at which they were 
tranfported with joy. | 
Having purchafed all the furrs they brought 
with them, we afked if there was any con- 
veniency for travelling, in order to trade with 
tM he inhabi vhich they anfwered i 
jy’ inhabitants, to which they anfwered in 
the afirmative; but that we muift expect no- 
thing but farrs. ‘This we let them know was 
the commodity we wanted, and they affured us 
that we mjoht have what we would of that kind, 
fr tobacco, brandy and money; and if we 
pleafed, might trade as far as Szeria, whithe 
they wouldconduct us. We accordingly agteed 
With them to be our guides thither and back 
Wainy and to furnish. us with what conveni- 


Clcey 
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ences the country afferded in our jcurney, fy 
two rolls of tobacco, and two quarts of brandy, 
promifing them farther rewards, in cafe th 
trade turned to account, and they contributed 
to it by their affiftance. The bargain bein 
concluded, our captain gave them another brin. 
mer of brandy, and fent them afhore to pr 
pare what was proper for our journey. » The 
foon got every thing ready, and made fucha 
report of our kindnefs to them, while they were 
on board, that their countrymen speeded great 
friendfhip for us, and two boats were fen 
afhore with otr fupercargo to purchafe for ws, 
They were, however, at firft unwilling to come 
aboard our fhips; but we foon became betti 
acquainted, and they came ieely whenev 
they had an. opportunity. bougpt thei 
furrs, treated them with brandy, and,Sn 1 
turn, they invited us.to theirshabitations. _ 
In feven or eight hoursiwe had provided 
every thing ready for our journey, and our tw 
Borandian guides had brought fix fledges draw 
by fix rain-deer to the water fide, which were 
all that were to be had in thofe parts. Th 
rain-deer, however, being larger, than thofe 
Lapland; were able to draw two men. and the 
Borandian fledges were contrived to hold them 
The captain now called-a council of all the. of 
ficers, and it was agreed that our fupercargo 
the two accountants who could fpeak the Rw 
fran language, myfelf, and a feaman out of eat 
- fhip, fhould go with the two Borandians. Om 
oi the fledges we loaded with tobacco, brandy 
gold, dilver, and copper, to the value of thre 


», 
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or four thoufand pounds: our fupercargo and 
myfelf rode together in another of thefe fledges 3 
one accountant and a Borandian, ina third ; 
the other accountant and the other Borardan, 
inthe fourth; two feamen in the fitth; and the 
other feaman in the fixth; and as he rode by 
himielf, we ftowed fome barrels of brandy and 
tobacco in his fledge. We fat one at one end 
of the fledge, and the other at the other, fac- 
ing each other. The rain-deer ran as iwiftly 
as thofe of Lapland, and in eight hours time 
drew us twenty leagues over hills and dales, 
and through feveral woods; yet in all this grease 
extent of Country we met nobody in our way. 
We then ftopped at a village, and baited our 
rain-deer with mofs, while we ourfelves eat fome 
bifeuit and beef, and our Borandians refrefhed 
themfelves with dried fith dipped in fith oil; 
for they would not touch our falt meat, and did 
‘not like our bifcuit. Both they and we drank 
at a neighbouring fpring, and then cheared 
ourfelves with a glafs of brandy. Being thus 
tefrelhed, we again mounted our fledges, and 
travelled three hours longergy when we per- 
ceived a large village at the foot of a mountain, 
the huts of which were better built, and clofer 
together than thofe of Lapland; thither we 
hakened to take up our lodging, but were ob- 
lized to divide our company, becaufe one of 
thefe cottages would not hold us all. We met 
with the fame reception from our landlords as 
in Lapland, and gratified them with a piece ot 
ndyg™ toll tobacco and a cup of brandy; our guides 
thre@ took care of our rain-deer, and we laid down. 
f reit on bears fkins. 
Vor. XX. : 
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I diftinguifhed one part of the day from the 
other, by day and night, though there was 
really no night at all; but having flept fix or 
feven hours we arofe, to order to trade with the 
inhabitants of the village, who being informed 
of our bufinefs by our guides, foon produced 
fome wolf fkins, white fox fkins, two dozen of 
ermines, three hundred grey f{quirrels, and fe. 
ven pair of fables; but they were neither 
fond of tobacco nor brandy as the Laplanders a 
the Boraxdians dwelling on the coatt. . Hunt: 
ing is their only. div erfion and employment, 
in the fummer they eat their meat. either 
‘boiled or broiled on the caals, and during that 

feafon provide enough to ferve them in winter, 
_preferying it by drying it in the fun, cutting 
it in pieces, and {preading it on the tops of the 
houtes, which is the only dreffing they beftow 
upon it. They change their dwellings like 
the Kilops, are extremely flupid, and have very 
difagrecable features. Their white bear fin 
cloaths refemble thofe of the other Borandiani, 
and are tied round their waitt with a girdle four 
inches broad, at which hangs a ftone that wil 
cutlikearazor The only ditterence cbfesvable 
between the women, who are. dexterous- hunt: 
ers, and the men, is that their hair is twitted 
and hangs down on their fhoulders, and the 
carrying only a ftick in their. hand, which 1 
‘fharp at one end, and being of a tough wood 
feiy es them for a’ defenfive w eapen The men 
carry at their backs a quiver, and the ftrings 
of their bows are made of the rind of a tree 

V.e bought the furrs the inhabitants had te 

‘feil tor moncy and copper; ordered our. raix 


‘ / dee 


' } 
, 
= 

| 
} 

iF 
& 
at 
i 


~- “nee 
ee 


lel — 4 - — ~~ oe , ae wm oe 
St ee ni bec Sr ave 


Moft NortHern Parts of Europe. 147 . 
deer’ to be put to the fledges; mounted them, 
and having each of us drank a glafs of brandy, 
proceeded on our journey. We now rode eight 
ornine hours before we came to any habita- 
tion; but at laft our guides perceiving three or 
four huts, turned our rain-deer up to them; 
but finding nobody there, we regaled ourfelves 
on our OWn provifions, while our cattle fed on 
the mofs which grew there in abundance, and’ 
having refrefhed ourfelves and our beafts for 
three hours, proceeded on our journey. 

We were now fifteen hours without feeing. 
any human creature, or fo muchas ahut, when 
we overtook three hunters at the foot of a hill, 
oe of whom was dreffled after the Mu/covite 
fhion in a long robe, tied round his waift with 
agirdle four inches broad. It was’ made*of a’ 
white bear’s fkin, with the hair outwards, and 
dged with a fine black. His cap was made of 2 
black fox’s fkin, and his breeches and ftockings 
f the fkin of a rain-deer; his fhoes were made 
f fith fkin, and were not unlike thofe worn at 
aranger. ‘The twoother perfons were dreffed. 
ike us,in white bear fkinswith the hair outwards, 
and carried at their backs bear fkins, wolf fkins, 
hite fox ikins, {ome ermines, and very fine fa- 
les. ‘The former carried only 12 white crows, 
and feven fables, which hung at his girdle. On 
ur coming near them one of our guides ftopt 
talk with them, and to our great furprize got’ 
htof the fledge, andtheotherwentintoi WNei- 
er the fupercargo who. rode with me, nor I, 
ou.d tell how to account for this complaifance.” 
Ve however purfued our journey with the hunter 
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in our company for above an hour longer thro’ 
this defolate country, without meeting any other 

erfon, or the leaft fign of an habitation; but 
at laft drawing near the brow of a high moun. 
tain, we perceived at the fuot of it feveral houfes 
built clofe together, and had a diftant view of 


the fea. When we arrived at the village, we - 
Stopped at the door of the perfon who had taken leagt 


our guide’s place, and foon found that he wa HM», 
a man of authority, and he defired the inhab- 


Ra éafil) 

tants to ferve us as his friends. on 
The name of this villageis Vitzora. The in fi ere. 
habitants no fooner faw this perfon in our com- HM ji. 


peny, than they ran to help us out of the 
fledges, and to unharnefs our rain-deer. Hel 4.1, 
barcered all his {kins with us for brandy and 
tobacco, except his bear fkins, which we did 
mot chufe to buy, and his fables, which he 
durft not fell; for the Czar referving that com- 
modity for himfelf, thofe in any part of his 
dcminions who fell it without a licence from 
him are feverely punifhed. Officers are ap 
pointed to take thefe furrs of fuch as have them; 
they have warehcufes in feveral places of the 
empire, and are the only perfons permitted t0 
trade in that merchandize. 

Having dealt with the Borandian gentleman 
for all the furrs he had to fell, he fent two 0 
his fervants about the village to tell the inha 
bitants, thatif they would bring their fkins t 
his houfe, they might have brandy and tobace 
for them, as their mafter had already had fo 
his. The Borandians of Vitzora were glad 
hear of fo good a market, they immediatel 
brought us al] their furrs, and we bought in ths 
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this place above 1500 fkins of all forts, except 
fables; when our cargo becoming too: bulky to 
be carried i in.a fledge, we defired our landlord 
todo us the favour to lend us his bark, and 
AB fome of his fervants to go in it with one of our 
amen, who was a good failor, to carry the 
furrs aboard our fhip, which lay at above 100 
HB leagues diftance; for the failor and the Borans 
Wl dian fervants who were ufed to the coaits might 
éafily manage that {mall veffel, and convey our 
merchandize to our companions. He readily 
agreed to this requeft, and we paid him for 
the ula of his bark in tobacco and brandy. — 
This bark was built in the form of a gon- 
dola, it being broad in the middle and fharp 
ateach end. It was entirely of wood joined 
with pegs, without fo much as-a nail in it, or 
the leaft bit of iron. In the middle it had a 
fir-tree maft, to which. was faftened a fquare 
plece of coarfe cloth made of the rind of a 
wee, which ferved for a fail; the cordage was 
made. of the fame materials, and the two an- 
thors were formed of a very heavy ‘kind of 
wood. .When they were about to put to fea 
he privately fhewed us thirty pair of fable 
kins, which we bought with ready money, 
fipt them 6n board, and the veffel put off im- 
mediately. ‘lhis, however, was running 32 
dangerous rifk, tor had there been any fearch- 
ers at hand, he would not only have been cor- 
porally punithed, but alfo he and his whole fa- 
mily fent as flaves into Sideria. | 
The bark being out of fight, our dopersa po 
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Borandian gentieman, while the. two. feamey, 
and I walked out to take a view of the place, 
the fituation. of which was very -pleafant, hav- 
Ing two mountains on each fide of it, almof 
a league in height.. All the houfes were built 
and artfully covered. with fifh bones, and the 
crannies everywhere {topped up with mofs, as 
elofe as the cau'king of a fhip, and-in fome 
places that were moit expofed to the wind, 
were covered with turf very neatly laid. The 
doors, ike thoie ‘we had feen in other parts of 
the country, were built like the mouths of 
ovens, 2nd at the top of the houfes were a kind 
of lattices to admit the light.. The inhabi- 
tants were very fhort and {warthy, with flat 
noies and difagreeable perfons. All the women 
and chiidren appeared induftrious, for we found 
them bufily employed, fome making fifhing 
nets of the rind of trees, others -{ails, which 
looked like fine mats ; their needles were formed 
of fith bones. Others were. employed with 
knives, and others again with hatchets, in dif- 
ferent kinds of bufinefs. 

As we had not yet difpofed of half our com- 
modities, and.were in a country. abounding 
w:th furrs, we, at our return to our lodgings, 
confulted with our {fupercargo and. accountants, 
when it was agreed, thatas our commiffion for 
traffic and’ difcovery. was very extenfive, we 
would proceed as. long as we found the trade 
good, and.our cath, brandy, and tebacco held 
out.. Having taken, this refolution, we fent 
our guides back with the rain-deer and fledges, 
and with letters to our Captains to inform them 
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of our fuccefs and refolution; and then, by the 
affiitance of our hoft at Vitzora, hired a bark 
tocarry us to Petzora, the capital of a princi- 
pality of the fame name, on the north coatt of 
the Mufcovite fea; our landlord was fo kind as 
to embark with us, and by the help of an eaft- 
erly wind, we coafted along the fhore, and iv 
fifteen hours reached Pezzora. ) 


eH Teh FE EME ES Se UH 


CHA? -V. 


The Author and his Company are kindly entertained 


“at Petzora,and having purchased agreatQuan- 


tity of Furrs, fet out tx Sledges to profecute their 


journey. They meet with five Exiles in the 
Woods of Siberia, one of whom is knowz by the 
Author, and gives biman Account of the Caufe 

- of bis Banifoment, and the Hardjoips endured 
by thofe por People. Fhe Author arrives at the 

town of Papinowgorod, where he is kindly 
entertained by the Governor and bis Lady. An 
Account of the Manners, Cufioms, and Buila- 
ings of the Inhabitants. He travels through 
Samojedia. 4 Defcription of the t erfons and 
Manners of the Samojedians. 


) N our arrival at Petzora, we waited upon 
the collector of the cuftoms, who there 
alumes the title of Governor,: and lives at the 
taitle. He was drefled after the manner of his 
Country, in a robe of violet coloured cloth, 
with a mixture of red, and entertained us with 
; Sane fome 
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fome excellent metheglin, which was as tracya} 
fack, after which we had brandy and ginger 
bread, the common collation all over Mu/cowy; 
As we knew that he had the care of the Czat’s 
fables, we afked him to fell us fome, and 
on his defiring to know how many we want: 
ed, we told him we would take all he had, 
if he would let us have them a pennyworth, 
Upon this he conduéted us to the warehoufe, 
where there were five zimmers, each zim 
mer being fifty pair, among which there were 
two zimmers as. black as jet, and the fineft 
J ever faw, for which we paid him 500 ducats, 
and the other three zimmers we purchafed fot 
800 crowns or 400 ducats. Having paid him 
his money, he gave us a noble entertainment 
of: roaited wild fowl, young rain-deer venifon, 
which is..very good meat, and-frefh fifth; two 
boats having at our firft arrival been ordered 
out.to catch fome for our entertainment. Af 
ter this meal, we fat eight hours drinking 
brandy and metheglin, the fumes of which 
would-much fooner have got into my head, had 
I not every now and then eat a Mu/covste ‘bil- 
cuit, which is moit excellent bread At.length, 
however, becoming intoxicated, the Governor 
and his guefts all laid down on white bear fkins, 
for he had no beds, when having flept fix ot 
feven hours, we arofe,.and the Governor im- 
mediately prefented us with a bumper ol 
brandy. | 

After breakfaft being defirous of going thro 
the: town, in order to try whether we couidcat- 
ry on any trade with the inhabitants, the Gover 
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yor ordered one of his officers to accompany us, 
and we foon bought of feveral people z000 
grey {quirrels, 4 dozen of ermines, 500 fox 
kins, the greateft part of which were as white 
as {now, 120 white wolf fkins, and 200 martens 
ofa greyifh colour. All which we purchafed 
for 400 ducats, half of which we obliged them 
to take in copper money, becaufe it incumbered 
us, and the other half in gold and filver. We 
then returned to the caftle, whither we fent our 
merchandize, and there packed it up in bales, 
covered with the fame fort of ftuff 4s the fails 
of the bark. Having thus taken care of our 
goods, it was refolved that one of our account- 
ants fhould return with them to the fhips, for 
which purpofe we defired the governor to fur- 
pifh us with a bark, to which he agreed. We 
alfo hired three Borandians to affift the account- 
antin his voyage, the Governor paffing his word 
for them, that they fhould be trufty and do us 
nowrong. For the hire of the bark, and the 
wages of the Borandians, we paid him ten du- 
catsmore, and gave the Borandzans {ome pieces 
of tobacco, the Governor promifing to {fatisfy 
them for their trouble when they came back. 
This veffel having fet fail, we fell to drink- 
ing again, when the quantity drank by the 
gentleman of Vitzora was quite furprizing ; but 
having continued drinking four hours together, 
we compofed ourfelves to reft on bears fkins, as 
before. | 
The next morning our fupercargo defired the 
Governor, to let us have fome rain-deer, ta 
carry us into Sideria, upon which he furnifhed 
us 
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us with feven of them, and the fame number 
of fledges, one for our {upercargo, one for our 
other accountant, one for myfelf, two for our 
two feamen, one for our guide, and the other 
for our tobacco and brandy. He alfo fupplied 
us with provifions that were to laft till our ar- 
rival at Papinowgorod, a city in the province of 
Petzora, on the borders of Szd.ria. Our factor 
having taken the money we had left, and the 
{even rain-deer being put to the feven fledges, 
the Governor ordered another to be got ready, 
for one of his domeftics, whom he direéed to 
wait upon us feven leagues of our way, till we 
arrived at a village, from whence he was to 
take back our rain-deer, for all which he was 
to have no more than four ducats. But he 
would not let us go without our drinking five 
or fix glaffes at parting. : 

Having returned our hearty thanks to the 
Governor and the gentleman of Vitzora, for 
their many civilities, we get into our fledges, 
and travelled four hours through intricate uns | 
beaten ways, without feeing any living creas 
ture, till at laft we met four white bears of an 
enormous fize, which crofled our way, and 
feeing us fled intoa wood. In about two hours 
after we arrived at a village, confifting of feven 
or eight cottages; but the inhabitants being all 
gone to hunt, we alighted to refreth ourfelves on 
the provifions we had brought with us. In the 
mean time five or fix men with their wives and 
children returned from hunting, bringing with 
them fix bear fkins, four wolf fkins, a couple 
ef-ermines, andeight fables. ‘They were tur- 


prized 
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prized to fee us there, and would have fled, 
had not the Governor of Petzora’s fervant af- 
{ured them that we were friends and merchants 
bound for Papinowgorod, when comuig-up to us, 
they viewed us narrowly, being amazed at feeing 
fo many ftrangers in fo unfreqtented a place. 
They were aftonifhed.at owtdrefs, our looks, 
and fhape, and at our fpeaking a language fo 
different from theirsy“which to-them was quite 
unintelligible. -However, by the affiftance of 
our interpreter, we bought all the fkins they 
dared to fell us, and they lent us rain-deer and 
ledges to carry us.to the mouth of the’ river 
BB Papinowgorod. ; 
We now left the river: Petzora, the coaft of 
, BB which we had followed fome time, and: proceeded 
» M towards that of Papinowgorod, through‘almof 
impaflable ways, over high: mountains, and 
through woods-and forefts for three hours ; but 
¢ BBetlength on our approaching a thick wood, we 
’ bferved five men in white bear’s fin lon 
4 @gcoats, made after the: Mu/covite fafhion, each 
4 go whom had a gun on his fhoulder, a pouch 


n one fide, and a knife and fheath on the other, 


d MBAs they made up towards us, our guides ftop- 

ped thear rain-deer, when the five men being 
neat enough to be heard, one of them perceiving 
that we were ftrangers bade us good-morrow in 
the German tongue, withing that they were as 
ree.as we were. Our fupercargo being a na- 
tve of Lower Saxony was attracted by the found 


th (got his own language, andafked him what-coun- 
nie MYman. he was, when entering: into couverfa- 
re feveral things were_ttarted,* by which 


ed . they” 
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1606) TRAVELS through the - 
they underftood that they had been formerly 
acquainted. Upon which the fupercargo alight. 
ed out of his fledge, embraced him, and atked 
how he caine there, to which he replied, tha 
he had been banifhed for hunting fables, a: very 
capital offence, for which fome are fent into 
exile for ten years, fome for fix, and fome fo 
three. aa ie : 
- While they were difcoysfing, I had time to 
Jock at the other four, when i imagined that] 
had fome knowledge of one of them, but 
could not recolleé&t who he was; and the mor 
T looked at him, the more fitmly was I per 
fuaded that I had-feen him before, and there. 
fore could not forbear getting out of the fledge 
to fatisfy my curiofity; but I no fooner fet m 
foot on the ground, than the man who remem 
bered me, better than I did him, ran tome 
and embraced’ me, afking in French, whence 
I came, and where I was going. This increafed 
my furprize, fince I could not yet call to mind 
who he was, for he was ftrangely altered | 
his habit, by the length of his beard, and 


his head being bald; he was befides reduced 


almoft to a fkeleton. |inding that I could nol 
recolle& him, he told me his name, and tha 
he had often drank with me at Steckhslm. Upot 
this I immediately recolle&ted that he was. 
perfon to whom k had been very much obliged 
and had received many civilities from him i 
‘Saveden. He was born.in Lorrain, wasa gentle 
man by birth; and Lieutenant: Colonel of-a regi 


ment of Mufcovite horfe. He had endeavouregi 


Deiid. 
\zar 
nue] 


b wh 


to perfuade me to-go with him to Mo/cow, bie i 


offerin! 
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offering to procure me an honeurable and pro- 
ftable poft; but I declined accepting his pro- 
fal. When I compared the fine appearance 
sadn at that time, the refpect with which 
he was treated, as well on account of his eftate 
as the place he enjoyed, and his bearing the 
tharaéter of a man of honour and bravery, 
with the miferable condition to which I now 
faw him reduced, I could not help being afflicted ; 
J embraced him with extraordinary affection 
and tendernefs, and afking the caufe of his dif- 
grace, he replied, that the Czar fufpecting 
that he had not been fo zealous in his fervice as 
he ought to have been, .had.barifhed him to 
Siberia for three years, where he endured mife- 
ties that are not to be expreffed, he being expo- 
fed to the greateft dangers in hunting wild 
beafts for his fubfiftence,.to the miferies of 
hunger and the rigour of the feafons, which he 
and his compantons were forced to endure, no- 
body daring to afford them anyrelief. He ad- 
ded, that they were almoft every day attacked 
by wild beafts, which they met in herds feek- 
ing for pafture, and that they frequently found 
great difheulty in defending themfelves ; that 
befides they were condemned to fupply the 
Czar’s officers with a certain number of fables, 
nuer the penalty.of being feverely lafhed with 
t whip of leathern thongs, on their naked 
lacks, till.they were.covered with blood. __ 
One of the-others had been Receiver-general 
if the Czar’s. revenues in one of the provin- 
es, another had been a Major-General, and 
he #fth a man of note... They alljoined in de- 
Vou. XX, y  ploring 
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ploring their misfortunes, exclaimed loudly 
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againit the Czar, and declared that when. me 
their time of exile was expired, they would get 
far enough out of his power. : 
,. We now fat. down with them on the’ mof;, 
took out the beft provifions we had; .and de- 
fired them to. partake with us; we even offered 
them our affiitance to facilitate their efcape; 
but they told ts it was impracticable, they be: 
ing known to all:the Governors: of the foris and 
places through which they and we mui necef- 
farily pafs, and in cafe they fhould be taken, both 
they and we would be put to-a moft cruel death. 
‘This increafed our concern:for thefe unforti- 
nate gentlemen, and we all fhed tears at the 
fight of what they fuffered, and the ideas of 
what they were ftill to etiduie: ‘We could not 
think of: parting immediately with perfons:in 
fuch a diftonfolate -itate, fome of whom we 
had known in better: days; we therefore told 
them, our trade-was not im fuch hatte as to 
prevent our {pending a day or two with men 
in their unhappy circumitances, :whom we 
equally loved and eiteeméed. ‘They received 
this propofal with great joy, told as'they had 
five little huts which they had built in the 
neighbouring wood,.and if we would be i 
kind as to go thither with them, they’ fhould 
be infinitely obliged to us, and ail the fkin 
they had fhould be at our ‘fervice, exéepe- the 
fables, which they were forced to referve fo 
the. Czar; and added, that the remembrance 
of the-happy hours. the y fhoulddpend with 3 
zn. their. -dolitude, would make many fdtur 


tad 


‘e te i : tiionth 


Moff NortTHERN Parts off Evrore. 19 


months glide on the more. fweetly. We there™ 
fore ordered our guide to unharnefs their rain™ 
deer, and to convey our goods into the hut 
the gentlemen had erected to defend them from 
the weather. | ia 

We found, on approaching thefe huts, that 
neceflity had rendered thefe unhappy men in- 
genious. They were built of fr, higher than 
any we had feen in our travels; there were 
two or three rooms in each of them, and late 
tices to let in the light at the fides. They 
were each fhaded by trees, and fo artfully 
paved with fifh bones, that the floors looked 
asif they were inlaid with ivory. To fecure 
themfelves from the wild. beafts, they had dug 
a trench round thefe buildings, and pallifaded 
the infide of it with ftrong pofts, and pieces 
of wood nailed acrofs them, on the top of 
whien were.fpikes of fifh bones. ‘Thus when 
their gate was fhut, they were as fecure as Ip 
a foriuiied. place. They had within all forts 
of hunting and fifhing tackle, befides a good 
fore of falted rain-deer venifon, bifcuit, and 
metheolin. Seg os ie eeareran: M 

Whiig-the reft of the company fat down to 
drinking, my friend and I withdrew to his hut 
to converie together. We entered into dif- 
courfe on his adventures; he toid me he in- 
tended to return home after his time of exile 
fhould be expired, and gave me his direétion 
In Lerraiz. Ourconveriation turned partly on 
our former acquaintance, and partly on the 
wuldnefs.of the country, and the barbarity of 
its inhabitants. ea eee | 
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When my friend and [ had tired ourfelves 
with talking, we laid down upon bear kins, 
as our companions alfo did when wearied with 
drinking, and flept found till the next morn- 
ing. : | 
We arofe early, and at the defire of the five 
banifhed gentlemen, took each of us a gun, 
and went with them into the woods to examine 
their {nares, to fee what prey was caught in 
thofe they had laid the night before. We 
killed among us ten or twelve white foxes, and 
half a dozen grey martens, but met with none 
of the larger game; and as we refolved to put- 
fue our journey in the afternoon, we did not 
chufe to i 
fore foon returned to the huts, and hoth we 
and our hofts, furnifhing provifions, refreshed 


ourfelves as well as could be expeéted jn fo 


wretched a place. After we had drank plen- 
tifully, the gentlemen forced us to take feven 
bears fkins, ten white fox kins, two pair of 
ermines, and eight wolf fkins, for which the 
would takeno money. However, we with dif- 
ficulty prevailed on them to accept fome bran- 
dy, tobacco and cloth, which we took caré 
fhould exceed in value the commodities they 
had given us. We wept reciprocally at part- 
ing, withing them patience to endure their 


futferings, and a happy deliverance out of 


them; and having mounted our fledges, con- 
tinued our travels with the ufual expedition. 
Having now proceeded three hours without 


meeting with any habitation, we difcovered 


five or fix huts together, in which were about 
a dozen 


ofe our time in hunting. We thére- 
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adozen perfons, from whom we, bought’ all 
their fkins... We now following the courfe of 
the river Petzora, frequently .met with {mall 
villages,. in fome of which we found inhabt- 
tants, and in others none; but whenever we 
met with any body to trade with us, we bought 
their furrs either with money-or brandy. 

_We now reached a large ridge of mountains, 
that are aimoft always covered with {now, . and 
fo barren, that neither man nor. beaft can live 
upon them. O©n both fides of thefe mountains 
were vaft numbers of white bears and wolves, 
which put usin fear of our lives, we .being 
under continual apprehenfions of their falling 
upon us, though perhaps thefe animals. were as 
much terrified at us as we at them; for they 
fled before us,. fome on the one hand and fome 
on the other, frightened perhaps at the glitter 
ing of our arms. We were. twelve hours in 
crofing the mountains, over which our cattle 
had much ado to draw us; hut we,at laf 
reached the defcent, and arrived at a village in 
Siberia, wherethe people had linen-fhirts, clofe 
bufkins, and garments of bear fkins, with the 
hair outwards; but they appeared. ta be. lefs 
barbarous than thofe with whom we had lately 
converfeed. . They. received us very civilly, afked 
whence. we came, and-whither we were going; 
having refolyed their queftions, we bought all 
their fkins for ready money, feafted with them 
on dried bears.and wolf?’s flefh, .rice.cakes, and 
brandy ;-and.then flept upon. bears tkins, in 
ple built--after the-manner..of the .Lap- 
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| We no fooner awaked than we mounted our 
fledges, and fet forward for Papinowgorod, 
which we reached in about twenty hours. The # ano 
Governor hearing of our arrival, fent for us 9 dra 
to come to his caftle, to inquire into our coun- @ the 
try and bufinefs. Upon which we immediately 9 our 
waited on him, and our accountant, who un- @ the: 
: derftood the Mu/covite language, anfwered all # wer 

i his queftions to his fatisfadtiion. Being inform. #@ wer 
ii ed that we were Danifo merchants who tra~ @ wit 
velled fo far to buy furrs, he*treated us ina # W01 
very friendly manner; and, as a mark of re. 9 pai 
fpe&t, fent tor his wife to entertain us, upon 9 fom 
which fhe came with a bottle of brandy in one @ to { 
hand, and a filver cup in the other, followed # wit 
by a maid fervant with a plate of gingerbread. # a tt 
. We faluted her according to the cuftom of the / 
: country, by bowing our heads, when untying @@ {me 
i the knot of her thift-fleeve, the let -i¢ fall to: (i {rr 
the ground, and the fupercargo taking. 1¢ up, @ tun 
4 we each of us kiffed it. She then furled it up # how 
| again with her left hand, and taking the bottle # wit! 
and cup, which fhe had fet down to -perform.@@ free 
this ceremony, gave each of us a bumper ofif™ ther 
brandy and a piece of gingerbread, ftanding gf (oat 
all the while near her hufband at: the end, of fH ver 
the table. She then withdrew, and the Go-+ # wh 
Hi vernor regaled us with an excellent fupper.-: {fam 
7 | This entertainment being -over,:. we were @ oft 
i conducted to lodgings prepared for us in the @ top 
caitle, and confidering the country, lay in ve- @ cap 
ry good beds. Having flept-about feven hours bia 
we arofe, of which the Governor being in- @jtiiu. 
formed by one of his fervants, got up and Mi thei 
cance 
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came to fee us, bringing a bottle of brandy 
with him, and one of his domeftics having 
another, filled a large cup for a morning’s 
draught. Weeach of us drank one, and then 
the Governor afking if we would buy his fkins, 
our fupercargo faid that-he would if he liked 
them, and could agree on the price. His furrs 
were extremely well chofen,. and though they 
were valued much higher than.any we had met 
with -in all our travels, they were the beft 
worth our money. Thefe: being bought and 
paid for, he ordered one of his mén to. call 
feome of the inhabitants, who had a quantity 
tofell; and while our fupercargo-was-dealing” 
with the:Governor and his neighbours; :I took 
aturn about the town. Pee ge 
Papinowgored is commodioully fituated in a 
{mail plain,- in the midft of a fruitful country, 
lurrounded with:high mountains; and near it 
tuns alargetiver, well ftocked with fifth. Thé- 
houfes are- low,: and meanly built of wood, 
with the chinks ftopped with mofs, and the. 
freets are paved with timber: laid clofe toge- 
ther. The people of fafhion wear a long cloth 
coat, which reaches down to: their toes, with 


very clofe fleeves. of ‘another colour, ‘under 


which they-have breeches and: ftockings of the 
fame cloth. ‘Their fhoes, or rather boots, are 
of blue, red or yellow leather, buttoned on the 
top; and upon their. heads they: wear cloth 
caps Jined and: bordered with.ermine, fable, or 
black tox.fkins. .'The.wemen-are -fair, beau-- 
tiul, and fomewhat fat 3. their. hair is of a light. 
thefnut colour, hanging -down to their saber 
a an 
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ard their head-drefs is an oval cap: their up, 


| | ; V 
per garment, like the men’s, hangs down to os 
the feet, and is made of ared, blue, or violet to | 
coloured cloth, and ip» neu Wii Waiite Lux fome 
{kin or fable. They have -ound tneir waits 4 fy 
broad girdle adorned with pearls, and their 


fhifts are made of fine cailico, with fleeves all 
ruffled up from the wriit tothe fhouider-, fome fell. 
oi which are five ells long; and this bundle Ba. 
prevents their ufing the arms of their robes, ae. 
which therefore hang ufelefs, and are only 
pinnedon. On their fect they have thoes madeHiw, 
of Rufia leather. 

The people of Siberia are grave, robuf, 
fwift, and very dexterous at fhooting with the 
crofs-bow; but they are ignorant, churlith, and 
jealous of their wives, whom they generally 
lock up; and even if they do not, none of 
them dare quit their rooms without their hut 
band’s leave. The religion of this province § 
called Nicholation. ‘Their judicial proceedings 
are terminated with great expedition ; for al 
their courts of juitice are courts of, equity, 
There are no petty-foggers either here or i 
Rufia, who, under the pretence of relieving 
the innocent, and fuccouring the diftreffed, rop 
the poor, and inrich themfelves with the {pals 
cf the widow and the fatherlefs. Falfe wit: 
nefles are moft feverely punifhed, as areé all 
traitors and robbers; murderers are profecuted 
by the friends of the deceafed, and adultery 
either fex is punifhed by ftoning the guilty #0 
death, | 


Whe 
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When we had- bought up all the furrs we 
liked at Papinowgored, we found we had enough 
to load a iledge and a half; and having full 
fome tobacco and about sooo ducats left, our 
fuypercargo refolved to proceed farther, 1n or- 
der to purchafe-more for us, and to return to 
our fhips through Samojedia. As our brandy 
fell fhort, we bought a fupply of the beft the 
Governor had ; we agreed with him for pro- 
‘Mi vions fufficient to laft us twelve days, and for 
) MB ain-deer to carry us to the end of our journey. 
When we had concluded all our dealings with 
him, and paid our money, we were forced to 
have a drunken-bout at parting, without which 
there is no getting away. We eat -and drank 
for ten hours together, and then took our 
t for eight more: after which we arofe, 
rnefled our rain-deer, loaded our fledges 
with our merchandize and provifions, mounted 
hem, and took leave of the Governor. 

We proceeded feventeen hours, all the way 
buying up what furrs we could find of the Si« 
trans; and having in fix hours more crofled 
ihe Riphean mountains, weentered Samojedia, 
tdefolate mountainous country, full of juni- 
per trees, pines, and firs. It-abounds in mofs 
s well as {now ; and we every moment, to our 
10 {mall terror, met with white bears, wolves 
id foxes, : 

On our afcending mount Sro/phen, whence 
niles the river Bor/agatz, we came to eight or 
ine houfes, where we ftopped, in order to 
tt ourfelves and our cattle, and exchanged 
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with the inhabitants brandy for white and black 
wolf and fox fkins, caftor and otter fkins, 
They had feveral dozen of fables, which they 
would not fell upon any terms, thoiigh they 
were afiured by our Boranxdian guide that there 
was no manner of danger, we being traders 
who were going to our fhips, and could not be 
difcovered before we reached the coaft, becaufe 
we were not to pafs through any place where 
there were officers impowered to fearch for pro- 
hibited goods. Al our arguments had, how. 
ever, no effect, till we had drank them down; 
when our brandy rendering them courageous, 
they brought out their fables, and fold us the 
beit and the greateft quantity we had picked 
up in our whole journey. | 
We ftaid to reft ourfelves in one of the chief 
huts of the village. The mafter of the houfe 
with his wife and children, and we his visitors 
lying all together on bear fkins. Having flep 
four or five hours, I was awakened by the 
noife made by our hoft to raife his family, all 
of whom went out, when having the curiofity 
to follow them at a little diftance, I obferved 
them fall down on their knees behind the cot- 
tage, lifting up their hands and eyes to adoré 

e fun. . 
The people of Samojedia are fhorter an 
thicker than either the Laplanders or the Boras 
dians. They have large heads, their faces an 

nofes are flat, they are of a fwarthy complectio 
and have fcarcely any hair. They wear a rou 
furr cap, and awhite bear’s fkin coat that reach 
down to their knees, and is faltened ve 
t ‘ 
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the waift with a girdle four inches broad ; they 
alfo wear breeches, fhoes and ftockings, made 
of the fame fkin with the hair outwards, and 
inftead of acloak, they hang a black bear’s fkin 
over their fhoulders, the feet dangling at the 
four corners; this fkin is placed more on the 
left fide than on the right, to leave the right 
arm at liberty in the management of their 
bows and arrows, and upon this fkin they tie 
their quiver. ‘They alfo wear upon their feet 
akind of fkates two feet long, with which they 
fide with prodigious fwiftnefs over the fnow 
that almoft always lies on the mountains. 

The Samojedian women have more difagree- 
able perfons than thofe of the men. ‘They are 
capable of enduring great hardfhips, and take 
care to breed up their children in ufing their bows 
with great dexterity. They are drefied like the 


‘men, only their upper garmentis a little longer, 


and all the difference in their head-drefs is, 
that the women have a lock of twifted hair, 
hanging down on their fhoulders, at the end of 
which is a knot, formed of a long flip taken 
from the bark of a tree, which hangs down as 
low as their heels, and this is all their finery. 
They hunt as well as the men, and are in the 
fame manner armed with bows and arrows. 
The hufbands. are true to their wives, and the 
wives to their hufbands, and if either man or 
woman is found guilty of adultery, the cri- 
minal is immediately ftoned to death. 

“aving traverfed Samojedia, and exchanged 
away our money and goods tor fkins, wé re- 
turned, and-in twelve days after our departure 
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from Papinowgorod, reached the coaft of By- 
randta, without meeting with any adventure 
worth notice. Upon that coaft our. thips had 
waited for us, at an appointed place, where 
we put all our merchandize on board, paid of 
our Borandian guide and embarked. 
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CHAP VI. 


An Accouxt 
of the Sea-horfe Fifbery inthe Streighrs of Wey- 
gats. Some of the Crew land ina {mall Iflan: 
in thofe Streights, and catch a Number of Pen. 
guins. Four Zembhians takes. A Defcriptio 
of. their. Perfons and Dreffes. : 


AVING weighed anchor, we failed 
from the coaft of Borandia with a fait 
wind, and the next day in the afternoon, cat 
anchor near the coait of Zem4/a, when-we ob- 
ferved upon the fhore, about 30 perfons with 
quivers on their backs, worfhipping on. their 


knees the fetting fun. Our maiter and fupercargo 


‘immediately confulted what courfe it would be 
proper for us to take to come at the fpeech of 
them. 
‘any favages they had yet feen, and thinking 
would be dificult to perfuade them to deal with 
us, it was refolved to fend out three long-boats 
with ten men well armed in each, that tuey 
might be able to defend themfélves, in caie 
they fhould be attacked, I was one of .the 
nusabes 


They thought them more wild than@ 
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number difpatched upon this fervice; but when 
we were about a quarter of a mile from the 
BB land, the favages arofe from their knees, dif- 
charged their arrows at us, and then fled with 
'@ furprizing {wiftnefs, but being at a great 
diftance when they let fly at us, they did not 
do us the leaft harm... . : 
sm We no fooner reached the fhore than we 
landed, and purfued them to the place whither 
we thought they had fled, in hopes of making 
fome of them our prifoners; but we found it 
inpoflible, though we followed them till we 
approached {9me mountains covered with fnow. 
‘However, we continued to advance farther in- 
to the country, till we came toa rifing ground, 
upon which was erected a piece of wood very 
wretchedly cut into the figure of a-man, and 
before it two Zemblians on their knees, with 
d@ their arms lying by them, They were wor~ 
ir@™ ‘dipping this idol, who was called Fet7ze, as 
ti the others on fhere.had been adoring the fun ; 
b-M™ but the moment they beheld us they fled into 
than adjoining wood of firs, and as. night ap- 
it proached, we thought it.-would be in vain to 
comm purfue them, and therefore returned to the 
beM hips. . : ee Ea 
off From.thence we fteered towards the ftreights 
ano! Weygarz, to catch fea-horfes, and -having 
it Mproceeded about fix leagues, kept near the 
th@ hore, and put out our long-boats, with eight 
atsM@larpooners in each befides the rowers. We 
eym™Were three days without catching any thing, 
aief™but at laft obferved two great fith approaching 
thes, one of. which had a sarge horn in his fore- 
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head, when the boats coming near, the har. 
‘poons were thrown at him on all fides; and the 
ropes to which they were faftened let loofe, after 
which the men haftily retired, to be out of his 
‘reach while he was ftruggling. At laft the fih 


{wimming above the water, which was a proof 


of his weaknefs, the men in the boats drew 


‘him to them by the ropes faftened to the har. 


‘poons, and then cutting off his head, threw 


the body into the fea; it being neither fit for 
food nor oil. This was a fea-horfe, which is 
taken only for the fake of his teeth and horn, 
the former being more valuable than thofe of 
the elephant, becaufe they are whiter and not 
fo aptto turn yellow. The horn of this fea. 
horfe was ten feet long, and very heavy ; fro 

the root, which was as thick as a man’s fhoul 
der, it gradually decreafed, wreathing hand 
fomely, tll it ended in a fharp point. One 
of the boats coming too clofe to the other fih 
in order to make fure of it, and not retreating 
with fufficient {peed was unhappily overturnec 
by his tail, with which he lafhed the boat wit 

prodigious fury, on his feeling the harpoon 

by this means two of the men were drowned 
notwithftanding which the fifth was taken ; bu 


though this was no ‘recompence for the lofs o 


our iailors, yet it was a good prize, the teet 


_ being larger and whiter than the former. 


We were four days cruifing about before w 
met with any more, and were preparing t 
change our ftation, when we perceived four ¢ 
the fame fifh, that feemed larger than thofe 
had caught; three of them we took, but no 
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of them had any horn. Twelve hours after 
we difcovered five more,.but three of them. 
efcaped, one of whichhadahorn. ‘Two hours 
after we efpied three more, one of which we 
took, each of whofe great teeth weighed 29 
pounds. ‘T'wo days after we. caught five more, 
among which was one with a horn like that of 
the firft we caught, but it was neither fo heavy 
nor fo large, it being fcarce feven feet long. | 

We ftaid there five days longer; and in per- 
ceiving no more fifh, took the advantage of a 
north-north-eaft wind to fail towards Weygarz, 
in hopes of paffing thofe fleights, which if 
practicable, would fhorten the paffage to the 
Faft-Indies by three-fourths. We purfued our 
courfe pretty well for 36 Icagues; but were 
unable to proceed any tarther on account of 
the iarge pieces of ice that oppofed our paffage, 
and thofe mountains covered with {now which 
le at the mouth of the Froz:2 Sea, and are 
known by the name of the Pater-noffers. Hence 
thefe ftreights have received the name of Wey- 
gatz, which fignifies impaffahle. 

We now canie to an anchor on the eaftern 
coat of Zemé/a, when one of the jfeamen lande 
ing, a bear came behind him and tiruck him 
down with his paw, and had we sot happily 
feen it, and fhot the bear dead, he wouid cer- 
tainly have been uevoured. ‘Uhis accadent des 
terred the reft of the mariners trom ventur:ng 
on land. | | 

Shortly after three bears fw m to the fides of 
the fhips, and ftrove to come on boaru; but 
@ though we cut off the paws of one of them 


2 with 


cee tate TLE LE CEOS LOL TIO I, — 


= See aa a ee 


, 


We. TRAVELS through the 


with our hatchets, and fhot the other witha 
mufket, the third, while we were difpatching 
thefe, mounted the fide of the fhip, and got 
upon deck, when a faiior who was near cried 
out, for the bear was juft at his heels; but we 
all took up the firft offenfive weapons that 
came to hand, as oars and pieces of timber, 
with which we knocked him down and dif- 
patched him, while others fhot at and killed 
two others that were fwimming towards us, 
This flaughter we thought would have hindered 
any more attempting to board us, but we were 
miitaken ; for about four or five hours after- 
wards, 10 or 12 more came as far towards us 
on the ice as they could, and then took to the 
water making directly for the fhips, when we 


. ufed our arms fo fuccefsfully that not one of 


them efcaped. However, many others ftill ap- 
proaching from the high mountains, and being 
unwilling to continue expofed to fuch hourly 
attacks, we weighed and ftood over to the 
welt. coaft of Zembla, where we firft anchored, 
and got clear of the ftreights of Weygatz, with 
an eafterly wind in fifteen hours; but not with- 
out great danger of running upon the rocks of 
ice that lay in our way. 

There is an ifland at the mouth of this 
freight which appeared very green, and is 
covered with fir and juniper-trees Some of 
the failors going on fhore {aw abird fo large as 
to be fcarcely able to fly, and giving at their re- 
turn an account of what they had feen, I de- 
fired leave to land with about 40 men to hunt 


thefe birds and make difcoveries, which being 


granted, 


i or, <8 te 4 ree en F 


os vw 


t = = 


Mof Norrueen Parts of Europe. 1373 


granted, we killed about 60 of.them, fome.of 
which we fhot, and others we knocked down 
with clubs, and afterwards carried them on 
board. ‘Theie birds, which are not much taller 
than. fwans, though a great deal larger, are 
called penguins. They have a fharp beak, 
under which begins a gullet, that reaches 
down.to.their breait in the form.of an urinal, 
only it is larger, and in this bag they {tore 
their.provifions, which they. take out. to eat as 
they have occafion. They are of a hrown co- 
lour, and have webbed feet like agoofe. Their 
flefh is extremely palatable, and taftes like that 
of a wild-duck, only it is fatter.. We eat heartily 
of it, and had not fuch a feaft in all our voy- 
Be, but before. we dreffed them we. were 
obliged to take off the tkin which js very 
tough. i —o 

Having ftaid at this ifland two days, we 
failed with: a fouth-eaft wind; and in about 30 
hours arrived at.a cape, near.which we again 
found the Zeméd/ians. worfhipping the fun. | 

As his Danish Majeity was. very defirots of 
having a perfegt account of the riches and na- 
ture of Zembia; and for.the more eafy acquir- 


ing of that knowledge, had ordered. our offi-_ 


cers to bring..off fome of the. natives, we rer 
folued, if poiible, to put this order in execu: 


tion; and 30 perfons, of wham I was one, 
were ordered to land in the long-boat; but we. 


had {carcely got.over the fhip’s fide before we 


difcovered a Zemblian in his boat about half a 


league off Jand, who feeing us make towards 
him, rowed fo fait that.it was impoflible to get 
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up with him, and as foon as he fet his foot on 
fhore, throwing his boat upon his fhoulder, ran 
fo {wiftly, that we perceived we fhould find 


it very cifficult to overtake him, nor did he | 


feem encumbered either with his boat or a dart 
he had in his hand. We, however, landed 
and-purfued him towards a hill which we faw 
him mount, and he was quickly out of fight. 
We therefore gave over all thoughts of taking 
him; but as we were rowing back to our fhips 
we perceived two Zemblians further out at fea, 
and they obferving us at the fame time, rowed 
towards the promontories and rocks on the 


coait to hide themfelves; but we plied our oars | 


fo brifkly, that we furrounded them in four 
boats as they were rowing with all their ftrength 
towards a rock, when finding no pofiibility of 
making their efcape, they fet up a howling 
that was. the moft hideous I had ever heard. 


They were a man and woman drefled in cloaths 


made of the ikin of the fea-calf, with the hair 
outwards, and their waiftcoats were formed of 
two ikins joined together, the tails dangling, 
the one before and the other behind, a]lmott as 
low as their knees. Their drawers were very 
ftrait. ‘he man feémed to be about 5a years 
of age, and though he had no hair on his head, 
he hada round beard of a chefnutcolour. The 
woman, who ieemed to be about 30, had her 
ears and nole bored, and pendants of blue ftones 


hanging at themy. hef-hair was twifted, and | 
dangled on her fhoulders. Their features were 


extremely difagreeable, and they were both.of 


‘them shorter and fquatter than cither the Lap- 


landers, 
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landers, Samojedians, Borandians or Siberians' 
They had fqueaking voices and ftinking breaths, 
the latter was probably caufed by their eating 
of flefh without falt, or ifh with train-oil. 
We foon took them into one of the boats, 
and towed that in which we found them, by 
faftening it to one of our own boats. It was 
made of the rib bones of fifhes, very artfully 
joined, and neatly covered with fith fkins fewed 
together. It was fixteen feet in length, and 
two feet anda half broad. ‘They were fhut up 
in itas high as their waifts, by having a. fith 
kin drawn over it, with two holes that fitted 
their waifts, fo that a drop of water could not 
getintoit. ‘They therefore éxpofed themfelves 
in the fouleft weather, to all the dangers of the 
fea, without the leaft fear of foundering. But 
though we made all the fgiendly figns we could 
tothem, in order to induce them to let us 
know their habitations, it was impoffible for 
us to learn any thing from them-*. : 
We now refolved to try whether we could 
not get fome other of+thefe people. into~ our 
power, who were lets ftupid-and more commu- 
nicative. Upon which 30 of us landed again, 
faking feveral: days provifions with us, and 
went 1n two companies, well armed,-about 100 
yards diftance from each other, and having hid 
ourfelves in: caverns under ‘the rocks, pofted 


. 
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* It evidently appears that thofe people are of 
the fame. race with the Efi ax of -Hud,on's “Bay, 
See E.i’s voyage to Huufow’s Bay, Vol. X. from 
py 207 to 213_ | 
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centinels in proper places, to difcover if any 
{avages approached, whom we intended to feize 
and to force them to fhew us their habita- 
tions. We were two days without feeing any 
of the natives; but at lait one of our centinels 
gave us notice that two of them were defcend- 
ing a hill towards the fea-fide, on which we 
divided ourfelyes into companies at proper dif: 
tances, and the poor Zemb/ians foon entered the 
fnare, without fufpecting any treachery, till 
one of our companions difcharging his fuzee, 
we all made our appearance, and the favages 
finding it impoffible to fly, were eafily taken. 
Their garments were of penguins fkins with 
the feathers outwards. They had each a pair 
of {trait breeches which reached to their knees, 
a kind of waiftcoat, the fleeves of which reached 
only to their elbows, the reft of their arms be/ 
ing naked. The feathers were picked from 
their watftcoats before and behind. They had 
caps in the form of a fugar-loaf, and ftockings 
made of the fkin of a fea-calf with the hair 


outwards, Though their dreffes were the fame, 
yet. we foon perceived that one of them was 


a man and the other a woman. “The man 
feemed to be about 24 years of age; his face 


was very broad, his nofe flat, and his com 


plexion {warthy. He had neither beard omhis 
chin, nor hair on his head; at his back hung 
quiver filled with arrows; on his fhoulder he 
carried an ax, and in his other hand held a bow. 
The woman feemed to be about 20, and held 
a dart in her hand; -her hair hung down in 
two twifed locks on each fhoulder; fhe a 
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blue ftreaks on her forehead and chin, and her 
ears and noftrils had holes bored in them, in 


which were fifh bone rings, to which were 


fattened blue ftones, thofe in her ears being as 
large as filberts, and thofe in her nofe no bigger 


than -peas. - | 


We tried all the ways we could think of to 
oblige them to fhew us where they dwelt, but 
without effect. ‘They were as refolute and ful- 
len as thofe we had taken in the boat, and we 
carried them on board without ' making any 
further difcovertes. When we brought them 
to their fellow prifoners, we found that not- 
withitanding their being fo differently dreffed, 
they knew each other. Thefe four Zemblians 
feemed the moft defpicable part of the human 
fpecies I had ever feen. ‘Their features were 
extremely difagreeable, and when they walked 
they waddled like ducks. We could never 
make them eat any bread, falt meat, or fifh, nor 
drink any beer, they being ufed to'drink 
nothing but water; they fometimes tafted our 
brandy, but had a great averfion to the fmell 
of tobacco. The wood-work of their bows 
and darts was very heavy, and of a red brown 
colour, but that of the arrows was much lighter 
and paler. ‘Their needles, the points of their 
darts, arrows, and all their other fharp inftru- 
ments were made of fifh bones, 
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CHAP. Vil. 


The Author fails to the Coaft of Greenland, lands | 
in i-cland, and afcends Mount Hecla, where | 
he ts Expyyed io great Danger by an Lrruption | 
of that burning Mountain. Other Curioftties in | 


the Ijiand dejciibed, with fome Account of the | 


Inhabitants. The Author fails on his Return | 
to Denmark, and arrives at, Copenhagen. 


HE fummer was now far advanced, it | 


being the latter end of 4ugu/?, and the | 


eold increafing, we began to think of return-: 
ing home, and therefore weighing, held ona} 
fouch-weit courfe, but the wind fhifting to the) 
fouchward, obliged us to make the coaft of 
Greenland, where we dropped anchor, near. 3. 


French and Dutch fleet employed in the whale 


fifhery. ‘Fhe ci 8 feldom lie far from the, 


fhore, for the wales, which are caught in the 


fame manner as we took the fea-horfes, are like’ 


them commenly found near the land. When 
they are caught they are cut to pieces, and the 
blubber being taken out, is put into large ket 
tles, and melted to oil in huts ereéted for that 


perp ons the fea-fhore. During our fay’ 


ere, I faw one whale that yielded 350 pounds 
weight of good bone, which together with its 
oil, muft have afforded a confiderable profit. 
Our arrival in this place proved very fortunate 
foy our Zemb/ian prifoners,who had for fome timé 


pines 


pined away for want of whale oil, they being 


-abundance from mount Hec/a. 


Moff NortuErn Parts off Evrore. 179 


able to eat nothing unlefs it was foaked in it, 
and our ftore was intirely exhaufted: but for 
their fakes we here took in a frefh fupply. 

Having ftaid two days on this coaft, we took 
the advantage of a north-eaft wind, and pro- 
ceeded on our voyage, but being overtaken by 
a ftorm, we fteered to theccaft of Iceland. On 
our approaching that ifland we heard a dreadful 
noife at land, like the firing of feveral pieces 
of ordnance, after which we faw flames iffue in 
We found fo 
many rocks on the coait, and the fea was fo 
extremely rough, that we were afraid of ven- 
turing within a league of the land; but we 
fteered to cape Herz, under which we anchored 
in fafety. | 

Soon after a ftrong party of us landed at the 
village of Heri, whence we proceeded to Kr- 
kebar, a large town, where we met with eight 
or nine Dani/h merchants, who were much fur- 
prized at feeing us there, and entertained us 
very Cordially with difhes of frefh meat, good 
bread, and excellent wine. From them we 
learned, that the day before the ifland had fo 
terrible an earthquake, that they expected to 
be {wallowed up alive. | 

Our Captain, fupercargo, and others of our 
company intimating to the chief merchant at 
Kirkebar, that they were defirous of feeing 
whatever was werth notice in the ifland, he 


yery obligingly ordered horfes to be got ready 


for all of us that were willing to travel into 
the country, and I faying that I would make 
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one of them, eight of us mounted, while the 
reft having lefs curiofity, chofe to itay and drink 
at this merchant’s houfe. This gentleman 
gave us oneof hisfervants, and two Icelanders 
to be our guides, and ailfo furnifhed us witha 


horfe-load of provifions. We travelled two | 


days in rugged and unfrequented roads; when 


we found ourfelves about five miles from mount | 
Hecla, and perceived the ground ftrewed with | 
afhes and pumice-ftones, over which we paffed | 
to the foot of the mountain, the weather being | 
now very ferene andcalm, and ieeing no Hames | 


iffue out of the volcano, we refolved to go up 
to the top; but we being informed by our 
guides, that if we went farther, we fhould be 
in danger of falling into pits, where we might 
be fufiocated with the fumes, caufed by the fire 
in the bowels of the earth, and that it would 
be impoflible to pull us out, all our company 


except myfelf, declared againf proceeding: | 


but I told them, that if they would itay for me, 
I would go up alone, and they promafing that 
they would, [alighted and prepares to afcend 
the mountain, when one of the Dani/b metr- 
chants whom we met at Kirkeéar, and who ac- 
companied us out of curiofity, faid he wouid 
go along “ith me. 

Having given our horfes to our guides, who 
ftaid behind with the reft of our company, we 
boidly ventured forwards, refolving to reach 
the top of Hecla, and in a fhort time we faw 
a iarge flight of crows and vultures, that had 
their neits in the top of the mountain. When 
we had.afcended about half a league we felt the 
) ground 
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ground fhake under us, and heard a terrible 


noife in the bowels of the earth, which feemed 
ready to burft open. At the fame time there 


_ appeared on all fides chinks, out of which if- 


fued bluifh flames, that had a {trong fuffoca: 
ting {mell of burning brimftone. ‘This made 
us turn back, for fear of being burnt to athes. 
But we had fcarce proceeded 30 yards back 
before a black cloud of {moke afcended out of 
the mountain, obfcured the light of the fun; 
and.covered us fo thick that we could not feé 
each other. Our fears increafed every itep wé 
took ; for behind us came flames of fire, fhow=- 
ers of afhes, and pumice-ftones that fell as 
thick as hail; and this dreadful ftorm was at- 


tended with horrible noifes. We befides every 


moment expected that the earth wouid open 
and {wallow us up, which added wings to out 
fight, and we ran as faft as we were able, to 
e{cane the danger to which we had expofed ° 
ourielves by our idle curiotity ; and indeed ouf 


fears made us io nimble, that in a quarter of an 


hour we got to the bottom of the mountain. 
Our-companions, on feeing us come down 
fo faft, burtt into a fit of laughter, which was 
foon increafed by their obferving us to be as.. 
black as if we had been covered with foct ; 
their mirth, however, foon abated, for on our 
approaching them, we both dropt down {peech- 
leis. ‘They immediately came to our sfillancs, 
and by rubbing our temples, noftrils, and 
hands with vinegar, brought ws to ourfelves, 
and then revived us with a cup of canary; 
upon which recovering our ftrength and {pirits, 
Vou. AX. R we 
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we related what had happened, and they were 
rejoiced at our efcape. shi 
_ We now left the foot of the mountain, in § 4, 
order to fee two fprings at ten or twelve miles 
diftance from the mountain, one of which is 
always boiling, and the other fo cold, that i¢ 9 yp 
is faid to turn every thing put into it into i 4 


iron. When we had proceeded about 100 api 
yards from the foot of mount Hec/a, we found 
a pumice-ftone as large as a hogfhead, which fy; 


had been lately thrown out of. the volcano; gre 
when our guides feeing us aftonifhed at its pro- of | 
digious fize, {aid they had feen feveral much § ww), 
bigger, which ten men could not ftir; and that 
inftead of flames, afhes, and pumice-ftones, the 
volcano fometimes caft up water, at others no- §h44 
thing. but flames, and at others again, nothing 
but afhes or ftones. the 
After three hours riding we drew near to the 
{prings, which are thirty yards diftance from fig¢ ) 
each other. We came firit to the cold one, 
when putting in a fmall cane I had in my 
hand, I was furprized on taking it out again Br |, 
to fee the end which touched the bottom me- J... d 
tamorphofed intoiron.* From thence we went Wei 
to the boiling fountain, from which we faw a 
number of what appeared to be fowls of a red 
colour, and about. the fize of ducks, playing 
.in the water; when being pleafed with the no- 
velty of the fight, we itood for {ome time look-| 


* The author’s miftake probably arofe from the cane 


‘being incrufted with a itony concretion iefembling iron 
Tuite ; : hours 
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ing at them, but on our approaching nearer 
they dived to the bottom; but we had no 
fooner left it, than they appeared again play- 
ing upon the furface. Our guides informed 
us, that they always continue upon the water 
when nobody is in fight, -and conftantly divé 
to the bottom as foon as they fee any perfon 
approach. ae 

From this {pring we travelled to the fea-fide, 
within half a league of which we heard difa- 
greeable founds, that were not uiilike the cries 


of perfons complaining. Our ignorant guides, 
who weré natives of the country, would fain _ 


. 
have perfaaded us, that they were the lamen- 


tations of the damned, who, when the devil © 


’ Bhad roafted them in the flames of Hecla, cool- 
> Bed them by plunging them amongit the ice on 
the coaft; and that they were thus alternately 
tormented, by making them feel the extremes 


2 
2 Gof heat and cold. But though we ae fid 
, olved to 


> Bcredit to this Ice/and tradition, we re 
Y Bfee thofe fhoals of ice, which bound that part 
2 of the ifland and no other. Thefe, we were 
told by our guides, come upon the coaft in 
june, and go away in September. On out ar- 
tival at the coaft, we found that thefe imagi- 
hary complaints were only occafioned by thé 
agitation of the ice and water driven violently 
5 avainft the rocks by the wind. __ 
“i Having feen all that was worth obfervation, 
we returned to Kirkebar, where we arrived on 
the 16th of September, and haviig ftaid a few 
hours in the town, went on board, when we 
ng ound the Governor of the ifland, accompanied 
| R-2 by 
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FOk 


a ats “ we - ~ 
en ee 


184 TRAVELS through the 


by the Bifhop of Scelzholt, who, hearing that 
we had been at Zembla, came to fee our fhips, 
and to dif{courfe with us, 

As Iceland abounds in rich paftures, it pro- 
duces great plenty of all forts of cattle; and 
the beaits that feed in thefe paftures are fo fond. 
of an herb called caitophe, that the inhabitants 
are forced to prevent their eating too much 
of it, for fear they fhould burft themfelves ; 
but though the fields lock green and pleafant, 
yet the north-eaft wind, which blows here with 
great violence, is fo very cold, that no wheat, 
or any other grain fit to make bread, will grow 
there, for it either kills the feed, or the corn 
while it is green. | | 

The Icelanders for the moft part dwell in ca- 
yerns hewn out of the rocks, and the reft live 
in huts built after the manner of thofe mn Lap- 
land, {ome with wood, and others with fih- 

bones, covered with turf; and both they and 
their cattle lie under the fame roof. ‘Their 
beds are compojed of hay or flraw, upon which 
they lie in their cloaths with fkins upon them, 
and make but one bed for :he whole family. 
Both the men and women have very difagreea- 
bie perfons; they are fwarthy, and dreffed like 
the Norawezians, in. coats made of the {kins ¢ 
the fea-ca.f, with the hair outwards, with n¢ 
other linen. than fack-cloth. They live by fifh- 
ing, and are very nafty. [The food of the poor 
is very coarfe, it confifting of a fort of ftock- 
fifh pounded with a ftone, very bad butter and 
cheefe, and no other drink but water, milk 0 
whey; yet on this hard fare many of them are 


{aide 


Moff NorrHEeRN Parts of Europe. 18¢ 
faid to live without the help of a phyfician toa 
hundred and fifty years of age.] Moft of them 
pretend to witchcraft, and are faid to worfhip 
the devil under thé name of Kodbald, who, it 
is pretended, frequently appears to them under 
a human fhape. They have alfo a kind of 
houfhold God cut out of a piece of wood with 
a knife, who is extremely hideous; this idol 
they adore privately, and hide it for fear of the 
Lutherar Minifters, who endeavour to iniftruct 
them in the principles of Chriftianity. 
Three days after our coming on board we 
took the opportunity of a north wind, and fet 
fail. We continued our courfe to the fouth- 


fouth-eaft, and at length happily arrived.at Co- 


penbagen, where, having faluted the caftle, we 
dropt anchor, and went afhore. 
His Majefty being informed, on our entering 


the city, that we had brought fome Zemblians 


with us, commanded us to bring them'to court, 
which we immediately did, every body gazing 
at them as if they had been-born in another 
world. ‘The King himfelf admired the odd- 
nefs of their drefs, and the ftrangenefs of their 
ficures. He ordered the feward of his houf- 
hold to give directions for their being kept 
with care, well provided for, and taught the 
Danifo language, hoping he might then get 
fomething out of them, relating to their coun- 
try, that would be beneficial to his own. He 
commanded us to give him an account of the 
feveral places we had vifited, the manners of 
the people, and their way of living: and hav- 


ing given his Majefty full {atisfaction with re- 
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fpe& to all he defired to know, we went to 
wait upon our owners, in order to inform them 
of the markets we had met with, and what 
returns we had brought home, which proved 
highly to their advantage. Our fhips were or- 
dered up to Chriffian Haven in order to be 
uniaden, which was done in two days time, 
when one of the chief merchants of the com- 
pany prefented the King, in the name of the 


reit, with the two horns we had taken from the . 


fea-horfes, and his Majelty received them as rae; 
rities of ineftimable value; and _ believing that 
they were really the horns of the unicorn, he 
gave orders for their being depofited in the 
treafury-chamber ; and in return promiféd to 
grant the company as many privileges as it 
was in the power of his prerogative to beftow. 
The merchant who prefented the horns was 
rewarded with a chain of gold, with his Ma- 
jefty’s picture hanging to it, and with a Ji 
cence to trade, cuftom-free, for a certain term 
af yeas. eon ts . yee <i 7 ae 
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And his AssocIATEsS of the Royat 
ACADEMY of SCIENCES. 


Made ‘by Order of the Frencw Kino, to : 


determine the Figure of the Eartu at the 
PoLar CIRCLE. 
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They attempt to make their Obfervations on the 
Coaft of the Gulph of Bothnia, but are di/- 
appointed. A Defcription of feveral Moun- 


tains, Woods, and Rivers in Lapland, in 


Summer. A Mountain on Fire. 


| order to give a clear idea of this under- 
taking, it is neceflary to obferve, that the 
great Sir L/aac Newson and Mr. Huygens had, 
from different obfervations, concluded that the 

earth 
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earth was flatted at the poles; but upon mea. 
futing the whole area of the meridian that 


paffes through France, and: from other opera- 
tions, it was concluded by feveral of the mem. 


bers of the Academy of Sciences at Paris, that 


the terraqucous globe was pfominent at the 
poles. Hence the members became divided in 
their fentiments, and pétplexed by their own 


enquiries, upon fo important a fubject, that | 


was juftly confidered as having a real influence 
upon Aftronomy and Navigation. To put an 


end to this difpute, the Frexch King refatved 
that it fhould be firtally decided, and to the | 


great joy of the Academy, an order was dif- 
patched from court for a certain number of the 
members to go and meafure the firft degree of 


the meridian at the équator. Thefe, fays 


The reft were commiflioned northward, to mea- 
fure the remote‘t degree they could reach. And 


the fame alacrity, the fame zeal to ferve their | 


country, appeared in thofe who were to endure 
the rage of the equator funs, and thofe that 
avere to freeze beneath the Polar Circle. ‘The 
travels in the north were wrote, as hath been 
already hinted, .by Monf. Maupertuis, and we 
fhall give them in his manner. 
The company deftined for-the north, fays 


he, was compofed of four academicians, Mell. 


Clatraut, Camus, Le Monnier, ar 1 myfelf ;- the- 


Abbé Ourhier, and M. Celfius, ‘he celebrated 
profeffor of aftronomy at Up/a/, alfo affifted at 


all our operationsy and their abi ities and ad- 


vice were of fingular ufe to us. 


Na 


: Mont. | 
Maupertuis, fet out a whole year before us. | 


mao ai 


ee ee a | el ed 


Monf. MAUPERTUIS. 189 


No fooner was the veffel that carried us ar- 
rived at Stockholm, than we refolved, without 
lofs of time, to fet out for the bottom of the 
gulph of Borthazia, where we might judge which 
fide of the gulph was proper for our operati- 
ons, better than we could do by trufting to our 
charts. Nothing could retard us, neither the 
frightful ftories they told us at Stockholm, nor 
the goodnefs of his Swedijh Majefty; who, 
notwithftanding the orders he had given in our 
behalf, told us oftener than once, that it was 
not without a fenfible concern he faw us purfue 
{o defperate an undertaking. 

We arrived at Tornea time enough to fee the 
fun perform his courfe for feveral days together 
without fetting: a fight which ftrikes with 
wonder an inhabitant of the temperate zones, 
even though he knows it is what muft necef- 
farily happen in that climate. 


We had flattered ourfelves with the hopes of | 


performing our operations upon the coafts of 
the gulph of Bothnia, where we fhould have 
the convenience of tranfporting ourfelves and 
our inftruments to the different {tations by fea, 
and where the many advantageous points of 
view, from the iflands in all our charts, feem- 
ed to promife us fuccefs. But when we went 
with great impatience to view them, all our la- 
bour ferved only té convince us, that this de- 
fign was impracticable. ‘The iflands that line 
the coafts ef the gulph, and the coafts them- 
felves, whicu -ve had fancied to be fo many 
promontories, that might furnifh us with dif- 
tant points of view from one to another, lay 
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all of them fo low upon the furface of the wa- 
ter, that, at a fmall diftance, the convexity of 
the earth muft arife between them and us. So 
that after feveral fmall voyages in purfuance of 
our firft defign of making ufe of thefe iflands, 
we were at laft obliged to give it up. | 

We now refclved to endeavour to perform 
our operations-upon the tops of the mountains 
to the northward of Yornea, though it appeared, | 
next toimpoflible. In the defarts of a countr 
{carcely habitable, in that immenfe foreft which | 
extends from Yornea to cape Nord, we muft go. | 
through operations that are not eafy, even | 


both of which we muft prove; one the failing 

up a river full of cataracts, the other crofling | 
thick woods and deep marfhes on foot: andif | 
we fhould be able to make our way into the 


es, be obliged to clamber up fteep rocks, and 
to clear the tops of mountains of the wood 
that would intercept our fight. In thefe defarts 
we fhould be forced to take up with the moft 
wretched diet, be expofed to the flies, which 
in this feafon are fo infufferable as to drive the 
Laplanders and their rain-deer from their ha- 
bitations, -to feek fhelter on the coafts of the 
ocean. We were, in fine, to undertake this 


form ourfelves, whether it was pratticable ; 
whether the want of one mountain might not, 
after all our toils, intérrupt the feries of our 
triangles ; or whether it would be an * 
: n 


where no convenience is wanting. Therewere @; 
but two ways of penetrating into thefe defarts, | 


country, we mutt, after thé moft painful march- | 


work without knowing, or being able to in-’ 
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fnd upon the river a bafe by which they might 
be connected. But if we fhould furmount all 
thefe obftacles, we fhould ftill have the labour 
of building obfervatories on the moft northerly 
of the mountains; the trouble of carrying thi- 
ther as numerous a collection of inftruments as 
is perhaps to be feen in Europe, and of making 
there the niceft aftronomical obfervations: but 
we were fo far from being deterred by thefe 


difficulties, that the profpect of conquering 


Bthem filled us with pleafure. 

@. We fet out from Yornea on Friday the 6th 
“| of Fuly, 1736, with a company of Fizland fol- 
| Bdiers, and a good number of boats Jaden with 
@inftruments and provifions. We began our 
@journey by failing up the great river which, 
ging in the inmoft parts of Lapland, purfues 
Pits courfe till it falls into the gulph of Bothnia, 
@having firft divided itfelf into two branches 
that form the ifle of Swertzar, where 1s built a 
town of the fame name, in the latitude of 65°. 
si’. From this day forward, our only habi- 
@taion was the defarts, and our time was {pent 
gon the fummits of thofe mountains which we 
@ were to connect by our triangles. 

q After a voyage of twelve hours, we landed 
@in the evening at Korpzky/a, an hamlet by the 
@river-fide inhabited by Finlazders; and having 
for fome time trayelled on foot acrofs the fo- 


, reit, arrived at the bottom of a fteep mountain 


called Niwa, whofe fummit, which is a bare 
Brock, we chofe for our firft tation. Upon the 
qtiver we had been tormented by great flies with 
FT green heads, that fetched blood baa she aay 
xe 
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fixed: but on the top of this mountain we were 
eftered with fetral ollie kinds that were ftil] 
more intolerable. By good luck we found two 
Lapland girls tending a {mall herd of rain-deer; 
but almoit hid in the fmoak of a great fire they 
had kindled: and being told, on enquiry, that 
they thus defended themfelves from the flies, 
we had immediately recourfe to the fame me- 
thod. | 
On the eighth of Fuly at one in the morning, 
Mr. Camus and [ left our company upon Niwa, 
to reconnoitre the mountains to the northward. 
We travelled up the river to a high mountain 
called Ava/axa, where having cleared its top 
of the trees, we caufed a fignal to be built, 
Our fignals were hollow cones compofed of a 
great many large trees ftripped of the bark, 
by which means they were white enough to be 
vifible at ten or twelve leagues diftance. 
This being finifhed we came down from 4va- 


Jaxa and embarking on the little river of Ten-, 


glio, which falls into the great river at the foot 
of this mountain, we directed our courfe up- 
wards to the neareft place we could find, toa 
mountain that ona to fuit our purpofe; and 
from thence a march of three hours, overa 
morafs, brought us to the foot of Horrilakero. 
Though extremely fatigued, we got to the top 
of it, and {pent the night in cutting down the 
wood that covered it. Moft part of this moun- 
tain is a reddifh ftone interfperfed with a kind 
of white cryftal. Here the flies, more mercilefs 
than. thofe at Niwa, were not to be driven off 
by fmoke, and we were obliged, notwithitand- 


ing 
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ing the exceffive heats, to wrap our heads in 
our Cappmudes, a fort of gown made of rain- 
deer fkins, and to cover ourfelves with branches 
of fir, arid even whole trees; which rather fti- 
fled than defended us from thefe troublefome 
ef SRR 

Having cut down all the wood on the top of 


Horrilakero, and built a fignal, we returned by 


the fame road to our boats, which we had drawn 
upon the bank. It is indeed no hard mat- 
ter to drag along, or even to carry the’ boats 
ufed in the rivers of Lapland. <A few thin fir 
boards compofe the whole veffel, which is fo 
extremely light and flexible, that its beating, 
with all the force of the ftream, againft the 
ftones, which thefe rivers are full of, does it 
no manner of harm. Itisterrible to thofe not 
accuftomed to it, and aftonifhing even to thofe 
who are, to fee one of thefe weak veffels drive 
down a cataract, in a torrent of foam and ftones, 
fometimes raifed aloft in the air, and the next 
moment loft in the deep. A bold Fizlander 
fteers it with a long oar, while his two compa- 
nions row hard to fave it from the purfuing 


waves that threaten every moment to over- 


whelm it. You may then fee the whole. keel 
by turns raifed above water, and leaning only 
with one extremity on the top of a yielding 
biilow. With fuch courage and addrefs do thefe 
Finlanders pafs the cataraéts ; but their art and 
fkill in the management of their boats upon 
other occafions; is no lefs remarkable; a tree, 
branches and all, commonly ferves them both 
furmatt and fail. 
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We now embarked again on the Tenglio, 
which brought us down into the river of Yor- 
nea on Our return to Korpikyla. At four leagues 
from 4va/oxa we left our boats, and after an 
hour’s walk over the foreft, reached the foot 


of Cuitaperi, a fteep mountain; its fummitisa | 


rock covered with mofs, affording an extenfive 
profpect al] round, and to the fouth taking in 
the gulph of Bothuia: here we erected a fignal, 
whence we could difcover all the others we 


had raifed, and then continued our courfe | 
down the river. Between Cuitaperi and Kor- | 
pikyla we found fome frightful cataracts, where | 
the Fix/anders always fet their paffengers afhore; | 
but our excefflive fatigue ad, us chufe rather | 


to rifk the paflage in the boat, than to walk 


only an hundred yards. At laft, on the even- | 
ing of the 11th, we joined our friends‘on the 
top of Niwa, who had difcried our fignals, | 
but from the continual fogs, were unable to | 


make any obfervations. 


The fogs being at length difperfed by the | 


cold north wind, we had fuch a view of our feve- 


ral fignals as to take their angles; and having 
finifhed our obfervations there, we fet up fig- | 


nals at Kakama and Puyllingi, where having alfo 


made our obfervations, we all fet out for 4va-! 


SAxa. 

This mountain is feated on the bank of the 
river, fifteen leagues from Torzea. Its afcent 
is difficult, lying through a wood that reaches 

half way up, where it is interrupted by {fteep 
flippery rocks, and afterwards continued to the 
very top of the mountain before we cut down 


tang 
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fo much of it as was neceffary to open our 
profpe&t. The north-eatt fide is a moft fright- 
ful rocky precipice, where the falcons build 


their nefts. At its foot runs the Tenglio, by 
which ‘it’ is encircled. From its fummit the 
profpect is the moft beautiful that can be ima- 
gined; to the fouth it is unbounded,’ and 
difcovers the courfe of the river to a vaft ex- 
tent: towards the eaft the Yenglio may be traced 
in its paflage through feveral lakes; and the 
view is terminated on the north, at twelve or 
fifteen leagues diftance, by a prodigious num- 
ber of hills heaped one upon another. Upon 
this mountain we {pent ten days; during which 
curiolity prompted the inhabitants to pay us 
frequent vifits, bringing us fifth and fheep, and 

fuch bad fruits as are produced in the woods. 
The day we left Ava/axa, we croffed the 
Polar Circle, and at three the next morning, 
which was the 31ft of Fu/y, arrived at Turtula, 
ahamlet where they were cutting their little 
crop of barleyand hay. After having fravelled 
for fome time in the woods, we embarked on 
a lake that broutht us to the foot of Pullingi, 
the higheft of all our mountains, atid of ex- 
ceeding difficult accéfs, as well on dceount of 
its fteepnefs, as the depth of thé mofs wherein 
we were obliged to fix our fteps; we, however, 
reached the top at fix in the morning.: Our 
ftay here, which was till the 6th of Augu/f?, was 
no lefs difagreeable than the afcent had been 
painful. We had a whole wood of the largeft 
trees to fell, and the flies attacked us} with 
fuch fury, that our foldiers of the regiment of 
S 2 iH eftro- 
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Weftro-Bothnia, a body diftinguifhed for their 
bravery even in Sweden, and hardened by the 
greateft fatigues, were obliged to wrap up their 
faces, orto {mear them over with.tar. Thefe 
infects alfo poifoned our victuals; no fooner 


was. a difh ferved but it was quite covered 


over with them, while another fwarm, with 
all the rapacioufnefs of birds of prey, was flut- 
tering round to carry off fome pieces of a fheep 
that was drefling for us. 


On the 6th of duguft we left this mountain 


to go to Pe/lo, where we arrived the fame day, 
after having forced our way up four cataracts. 


Pello isa village inhabited by a few Fizlanders: | 
in its neighbourhood is Kittis, the loweftof all | 
onals. | 


our mountains, where was one of our fig 


As we were going up we difcovered a copious | 
{pring of pure water, that refifts the keeneft 
froits; for when we returned to Pe//o about | 
the end of winter, while the fea at the bottom | 
of the gulph, and all the rivers were frozen as 
hard as marble, we found this fpring running | 
asinfummer. We had the good fortune to | 
make our obfervations foon after our arrival, | 


and the next day went to Turtula. 


For a month paft we had been inhabitants | 
of the defarts, or rather of the mountain tops; | 
the earth or rocks fpread with the ‘kins of | 
rain-deer had been our beds; and our food | 
was chiefly fiilh, brought us by the Fiz/anders, 
or which we ourfelves had caught, and berries 


or wild fruit that grew in the woods. 


I lett Yurtula, in company with Meff. Oz- 
thier and Celfus, to crofs the foreft and find the 


fignal 
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fignal erected at Niemi; and a frightful jour- 
ney it was. -We fet out on foot, and walked 
till we pot to a brook, where we embarked ih 
three little boats. But they paffed with fuch dif- 
ficulty between the ftones, that we were obliged 
every inftant to get out of them and leap from 
one rock to another. The brook brought us 
to a lake fo full of little yellowifh grains of 
the bignefs of millet, that the whole water 
was difcoloured with them. I took them to 
be the chryfalis.of fome infegt, and was tempt- 
ed to fancy, that this infec&t muft be fome kind 


of thofe flies that fo tormented us; for I could © 


think of no other fpecies of animals whofe 
numbers correfponded to the quantity of grains 
that covered this large body of water. From 
the extremity of this lake we had to walk te 
another of very clear water. Here we found a 
boat, and putting our quadrant on board re- 
folved to follow it along the fide of the lake 
on foot: but the wood was fo thick, that we 
were forced to cut our way through it, and 
were intangled at every ftep by the depth of 
the mofs, and the fallen fir-trees that lay acrofs 
Our way. : 


In all thefe woods there are almoft as many 


trees fallen as ftanding; for the foil, after it 
has reared them toacertain heisht, can no 
longer furnifh the proper nourifhment, nor is 
it deep enough to allow them te take firm root, 
whence the leaft blaft of wind overicts them; 
and in all thefe woods nothing is to be feen 
but firs and birches blown down. ‘Lime re- 
duces the wood of the latter to duft, without 

03°: affect. 


sal > Fite Late, - - 
i en >a 
ae 4 Pat _ ae -* * 
° BEF TPE TY 


s : ~~ a a LATE 
~ 3 ; at Aa — . 
a ee en we eee reradiigr pet 


398 . The TRAVELS of... 


affecting the bark ; and one is furprized to find 
pretty large trees that crumble upon.the flight- 
eft touch. This probably gave the Swedes the 
hint.of covering their houfes with this bark, 


and indeed nothing couid be imagined fitter | 


for the purpofe. In fome provinces they cover 
the bark with earth, and form upon the roof 


a kind of garden, fuch as are to be feen upon © 
the houfes of Up/al. In Weftro-Bothniathe bark | 
is bound with fir poles that hang down on els | 


ther fide of the roof. 


Our woods had therefore the afpe& of the | 
_ ruins of woods whofe trees are moftly perifh- | 
ed; and it was through one of the moft hor- | 
rid of thefe that we now pafled with ‘twelve | 


foldiers, who carried our, baggage. Having 


at. length reached a third lake, which was very 
large, and the fineit water imaginable, we put | 


our inftruments and baggage on board two 
boats we found there, and waited their return 
upon the coaft, when we were ferryed over to 
the foot of Niemi. 

The fine lakes that furround this mountain, 
and the many difficulties we encountered in 
getting thither, gave it the air of an inchanted 
iflandin romance. Onone hand you fee a grove 
of trees rife from a plain, {mooth and level as 
the waiks of a garden, and at fuch eafy di- 
ftances, as neither to embarrafs the walks, nor 
the profpect of the lake that wafhes the foot of 
the mountain. On the other you have apart- 
ments of different fizes that feem cut by art in 
the rocks, and to want only a regular roof to 
compleat them. The rocks themfelves are fo 
 eoth 
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perpendicular, fo high, and fo fmocth, that 
you would take them for the walls of an un- 
finifhed palace, rather than for the work of na- 
ture. From this height we faw thofe vapours 
rife from the lake which the people of the coun- 
try call Haltios, and deem the guardian fpirits 
of the mountains. We had been frightened with 
ftories of bears haunting this place, but faw 
none. | Indeed it feemed rather a place of refort 


for fairies and genil, than for thofe favage 


animals. | 
Having compleated our obfervations, we 


left Niemi, repaffed the three lakes, and got 


back taZurtula, We afterwards departed from 
thence, and fet out for Horri/akerco, entering the 
F englio with four boats. Its eataraéts are trou- 
blefome, rather from the lownefs of the water, 
and the great number of ftones, than the ra- 
pidity of the ftream. As we failed along, I 
was furprized to fee upon the banks of this 
river, rofes of as lively ared, as any in our 
gardens. Wecompleated our obfervations at 
Horrilakero on the 17th of Auguf?, and the next 
day went to O/wer-Yornea, where our whole 
company was now affembled. 

But afterwards going up to Ava/axa to take 
the angles that muft connect the bafe, which 
we had fixed on the bank of the river with 
our triangles, we faw Horri/akero all in flames. 
This is an accident not uncommon in thefe 
woods, where there is no living during the fum- 
mer without fmoke, and where the mofs and 
firs are fo combuftible, that a fire once kindled 
will fpread over fome thoufand acres; and the 
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Jmoke of thefe fires have fometimes -retarded 
our obfervations-as much as the thicknefs of the 
air. As this fireon Horrilakero had been doubt- 
lefs occafioned by our not taking fufficient care 
to extinguifh thofe we had kindled there, we 
difpatched 30 men to cut off its communi- 
cation with the neighbouring woods: but three 
days after, when we had finifhed our obfer- 
vations at Ava/axa, Horrilakero was full burn- 
ing; we faw it involved in acloud of fmoke, 
and the flames, which had made their way 
downwards, were ravaging all the foreft be- 
low. | 

By the oth of September, when we had paffed 
63 days in thefe defarts, we had finifhed as com- 
plete a fet of triangles as we could have wifhed’ | 
for; and an undertaking begun in a manner | 
at random, without knowing whether it was 
at all practicable, had turned out fo much bet- 
ter than expectation, that it looked as if the 
placing of thefe mountains had been at our dif- 
pofal. We had built two obfervatories upon 
Kittis, in the one was a quadrant of two foot 
radius, a clock of Mr. Grahbam’s, and an in- 
ftrument which we owed to the fame gentle- 
man, confifting of a telefcope, moveable about 
an horizontal axis, which was to determine the 
direction of our triangles with refpect to the 
meridian. The other obfervatory, which was 
much larger, was built fo near the firft, that 
the voice of him who counted the pendulum’s 
vibrations, could be diftinétly heard from one 
to the other. An admirable feétor alfo made 
by Mr. Graham took u palmo the whole room. 
le He | | | What 
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What difficulty we had in carrying up fo many 
inftruments to the top of the mountain, I fhall 
not mention; it is fuficient that we carried 
them up. 


CHAP. I. 


% he dreadful Hardfhips they fuffered from the Se- 
werity of the Weather. The amazing Sharp- 
ne/s of the Cold; and the Beauty of the North- 
ern Lights ix a Lapland Winter. 


E had fome ice on the 19th of Septem 

éer, and fnow on the 21ft; fome parts 
of the river were alfo frozen. On the firft of 
Nov. mber it began to freeze harder, and on the 
morrow the river was quite frozen up. The 
ice, which thawed no more, was prefently co- 
vered over with fnow; and this vaft body of 
water, but a few days before full of fwans 
and other waterfowl, was now one immenfe 
plain of ice and fnow. Our work was now in 
a manner compleated, we had only to meafure 
our bafe, which was no more than furveying 
the diftance between the two fignals we had 
erected laft fummer; but this was to be done 
upon the ice of a river in Lapland, at the dif- 
tance of above three leagues, in a country 
where the cold was growing every day more in- 
tenfe. On the 2tf of December this work was 
begun. In this feafon the fun but juft fhewed 
itfelf above the horizon towards noon; but 


the 
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the long twilights, the whitenefs of the fnow, 
and the meteors continually blazing in the.fky, 
furnifhed us light enough to work four or five 


hours every day. We lodged at the houfe of | 


the Curate of O/wer-Tornea, and at eleven in 
the forenoon began.our furvey, attendéd by fo 
great an equipage, that the Laplanders, drawn 
by the novelty of the fight, came down from 
the neighbouring mountains. We feparated 


into two bands, each of which carrried four | 


rods of fir, each 30 feet long. I fhall fay no- 
thing of the fatigues and dangers of this opera- 
tion. Judge what it muft be to walk in fnow 
two feet deep, with heavy poles in our hands, 
which we were obliged to be continuaHy laying 
on the fnow, and lifting again ; in acold foex- 
treme, that whenever we would taftea little 
brandy, the only thing that could be kept li- 
quid, our tongues and lips froze to the cup, 
and cate away bloody: in a cold that con- 
gealed the fingers of fome of us, and threatened 
us with ftill more difmal accidents. While the 
extremities of cur bodies were thus freezing, 
the reft, through exceéffive toil, was bathed in 
{weat. Brandy did not quench our thirft; we 
muft have recourfe to deep wells dug through 
the ice, which were fhut almoft as foon as 
opened, and from which the water could fcarce- 
ly be conveyed unfrozen to our IJips; thus 
were we forced torun the hazard of the dan- 


gerous contraft which ice-water might produce . 


in our heated bodies. 

Our work, however advanced apace; for 
fix days labour brought it to within about 500 
toifes, 
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toifes, where we had not been able to plant 
our ftakes foon enough: three of the gentle- 
men therefore undertook this office, while the 
Abbe Ourhier and I went upon a pretty ex- 
traordinary adventure. We had laft fummer 
omitted an obfervation of {mall moment: this 
was taking the height of an object that we 
made ufe of in meafuring on the top of Ava/axa; 
and to perform this, I undertook to go with 
a quadrant to the top of the mountain, fo {cru- 
pulontly careful were we that nothing fhould 

e wanting to the perfection of the work. Ima- 
gine a very high mountain full of rocks, that 
lie hid in a prodigious quantity of fnow; as 
well as their cavities, wherein you may fink 
through a cruft of {now as into an abyfs, and 
the undertaking will fcarce appear pofiible. 
Yet there are two ways of performing it; 
one by walking, or rather fliding along upon 
two flrait boards eight feet in leagth, which 
the Finlanders and Laplanders ule to keep them 


from finking into the fnow: but this way of 


vaiking requires long practice. ‘The other ts 
by trufting yourfelf to a rain-deer ufed to fuch 
journeys. 

The machine drawn by thefe animals is here 


-akind of boat fcarce large enough to hold the 


half of one’s'body. As this travelling in the 
fnow is a kind of navigation, that the veflel 
may fuffer the lefs refiftance in its courfe, it 


has a fharp head and a narrow keel, like an 


ordinary boat; and on this keel it. tumbles {o 


rom fide to fide, that if a man does not take 


good care to balance himfelf, it will be every 
moment 
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moment in danger of overfetting. It is fixed 
by thongs to the collar of the rain-deer, who, 
as foon as he finds himfelf on a firm beaten 
road, runs with incredible fury. If you would 
ftop him, it is to little purpofe to pull a fort 
of rein that is tied to his horns: wild and un- 
manageable, it will only make him change his 
track, or perhaps turn upon you, and revenge 
himfelf by kicking. If this happens to a Lag- 
lander, he turns the boat over him, and ufes 
it as a buckler againift the attacks of the rain- 
deer: but as we were ftrangers to this addrefs, 
we might have been killed before we could 
put ourfelves in fuch a pofture of defence. We 
had nothing to defend us-with but a little ftick 
each of us heldin his hand, by way of rudder 
to fteer our courfe, and keep clear of the 
trunks of trees. In this manner was I to climb 

fvafaxa, accompanied by the Abbé Ourhier, 
but we were attended by two men and a wo- 
man of the country, and Mr. Bruaznius their 
Curate. : 

The firft part of our journey was performed 
32 a moment; for our’ flight over the plain 
beaten road from the curate’s heufe to the foot 
of the mountain can be compared only to that 
of birds. And though the mountain, where 
there was no track, greatly abated the {peed of 
our rain-deer, they got at length to the top of 
it; where we immediately made the obferva- 
tion for which we came. In the mean while 
our rain-deer had dug deep holes in the fnow, 
where they browzed on the mofs that covers 
the rocks; and the Laplanders had. lighted g 
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great fire, and. we prefently jomed them ta: 
warm ourfelvess= “Fhe cold was ‘fo extreme; - 


thet the heat of the fire could reach only to 
a very {mall diftance. As the {now juft by it 
melted, it was immediately frozé again, form- 
ing a hearth of ice all round. 

Our journey up hill had been painful; but 
“now our concern was left our return fhould be 
too rapid. Wewete to proééed down the fteep 
‘in conveyarnt¢es, which, though partly funk in 
the fnow, flid on notwithftanding, drawn by 


animals, whofe fary in the plain we had already 


tried, and who, tho’ finking ‘to their bellies in 
the fnow; would endeavour to freé themfelves 
by the fwiftnefs of théir flight. We very ee 
found ourfelves “at the bottom of the -hill ; 


| _ moment aftér this great river was croffed, isa 


ete ‘returned. back to the curate’s howe. 
"he ‘next day we finifhed our furvey, and 
made all poflible hafte back to Yornea to fecure 
ourfelves ‘in the beft manner we wefe able 
from the increafing feverity of the feafon. The 
town of Yornec, at our arrival on the 30th of 
December, had really a moft frightful afpect, 
Its litcle houfes were buried to the tops in fnow, 
which, had there been any day-light, muft have 
effeCtually fhut it out. But the fnow conti- 
nually falling, or ready to fall, for the moft 
part hid the fun the few moments he might 
have appeared at mid-day. In the month of 
January the cold was increafed to “that extre- 
mity, that Mr. Reeumur’s. méréutial ‘thermo: 
meters, which at Paris, in thé Srédt ffoft of 
1709, it was thought ftrangeé’to Te fall to 14 
‘You. XX. ‘4 de- 
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degrees below the freezing point, were now 
got down to.37. The fpirit of wine in the 
others was frozen. If we opened the door of 
a warm room, the external air inftantly con- 
verted all the vapour in it into f{now, whir!- 
ing it round in white vortexes. If we went 
abroad, we felt as if the air was tearing our 
breafts in pieces; and the cracking. of the 
wood of which the houfes are built, as it fplit 
by the violence of the froft, continually alarm- © 
ed us with an encreafe of cold. The folitude 
of the ftreets was as great as if the people had 
been all dead: and in this country you may 
often fee people who have loft an arm or leg by 
the froft. ‘the cold, which is always very 
great, fometimes increafes by fuch violent and 
fudden fits, as are almoft infallibly fatal to thofe 
who are fo unhappy as to be expofed toit; and 
fometimes there rife fudden: tempeits of fnow 
that are full more dangerous. The winds 
feem to blow from all quarters at once, and 
drive about the fnow with fuch fury, that all 
the roads are in a moment rendered invifible. 
Dreadful is. the fituation of a perfon furprized 
in the fields by fuch a ftorm : his knowledge of 
the country, and even the mark he may have 
taken by the trees, cannot avail him; he is 
blinded by the fnow, and if he attempts to 
find his way home is generally loft. In fhort, 
during the whole winter, the cold was {fo ex- 
ceflive, that on the 7th of 4gri/, at five in the 
morning, the thermometer was fallen to 20 die 
vifions below the point of freezing, though 
every afternoon it rofe two or three divifions 
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above it: a difference in the height not much 
lefs than that which the greateft heat and cold 
felt at Paris ufually produce in. that inftrument. 
Thus in the {pace of 24 hours, we had all the 
variety felt in-the temperate zones in the com- 
pafs of a whole year. . 
But though in this climate the earth is thus 
horrible, the heavens prefent the moft beauti- 
ful profpeéts. The fhort days are no fooner 
clofed, than fires of a thoufand colours and fi- 
gures light up the fky, as if defigned to com- 
penfate for the abfence of the fun in this feafon. 
‘Thefe fres have not-nere, asin the more fouth- 
erly climates, any conitant fituation. ‘Though 
a luminous arch is often feen fixed towards ihe 
north, they feem more frequently to pofiefs the 
whole extent of the hemifphere. Sometimes 
they begin in the form of a great fcarf of 
bright light, with its extremities upon the ho- 
rizon, which, with a motion refembling that 
of a fifhing-net, glides fwiftly up the fky;_ pre- 
ferving in. this motion a direction nearly per- 
pendicuiar to the meridian; and moft com- 
monly after thofe preludes, all the lights unwxe 
at the zenith, and form the top of a kind of 
crown. Arcs like thofedeen in France towards 
the north, are here frequently ficuated towards 
the fouth, and often towards both the north 


and fouth atonce. ‘Their fummits approach 


each other, the diftance of their extremities 
widens towards the.horizon... I have feen fome 
of the oppofite arcs whofe ,f{ummits almoff 
joined at the zenith; and both the one and 
the other have frequently feveral concentric 
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arcs beyond i it. "Theirtops are all placed i in the 
direction of the meridian, though with a little 


declination to the weft; which I did not find: 


to be conftant, and which is fometimes infenfi- 
ble. It would be endlefs to mention all thé 


different figures thefe meteors affume, and thes | 


various motions with which they are agitated, — 


Their motion is moft commonly like that of 4 _ 


pair of colours waved in the air, and the dif: 
ferent tints of their light gives them the ap- 
earance of fo many vait ftreamers of Change- 
able taffeta. Sometimes they line a part.of 
the fky with fcarlét. Onthe 18th of December 
I faw a phenomenon of this kind, that, in the 
midft of all the wonders to which I was now 
every day accuftomed, raifed my admiration. 
To the fouth a great fpace of the fky appeared 
tinged with fo lively a red, that the whole 
conitellation of Orion looked as if it had been 
dipped ‘in blood. This light, which was at 
firft fixed, foon moved, and changing into other 
colours, violet and blue, fettled into a dome, 
whofe top ftood a little to the fouth-weft of the 
zenith. ‘The moon fhone bright, but did not 
in the leaft efface it. In this-country, where 
there are lights of fo many different colours, 
I never faw but two that were red; and fuch 
are taken for prefages of fome great misfor- 
tune. After all, when people gaze at thefe 
phenomina with an unphilofophic eye, it is 
not fed ae if they difcover in them armies 
engayecd, fiery chariots, and a'thoufand other 
prodigies, 
During 
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During the winter we repeated many of our: 
obfervations atid calculations, and found the 
moft evident proofs of the earth’s being con- 
fiderably flatted at the poles. Mean time the 
fun came nearer, or rather no more quitted us. 
It was now Muay, when it was curious enough 


23M io fee that great luminary enlighten for fo long 


a time a whole horizon of ice, and to fee fum- 
mer in the heavens, while winter ftill kept 
poffeffion of the earth. We were in the morn- 
ing of that long day of feveral months; yet 
§ the fun with all his power wrought no change 
j either upon the ice or {nows. ee 

On the 6th of May it began to rain, and fome 
water appeared on the ice of the river. At 
noon a little fnow melted, but in the evenin 
winter refumed: his rights. At length, on thé 
10th, the earth which had been folong hid, be- — 
gan to appear; fome high points that were 
expoféd to the fun fhewed themfelves, as the 
tops of the mountains did after the deluge, 
] and all the fowls of the country returned. At 
1 the beginning of June, winter yielding up the 
earth and fea, we prepared for our departure 
back to Stockholm, and on the 9th fome of us 
fet out by land and others by fea. But the fe- 
quel of our Adventures, and our fhipwreck in 
the gulph of Bothnia, fays our author, belong 
not to the prefent {ubject. 
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